Amongst Friends
Caring for and promoting
our
Cultural and natural Heritage
A pictorial journey through the first 10 years of the
Friends of Kurth Kiln
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This Book is dedicated to
Ralph Angelico
Friends of Kurth Kiln Liaison Ranger with
Parks Victoria for 10 years, from 2001 to 2011.
Without him our friends group would not be what it is today.
It is hard to imagine our activities and all our achievements without
his steadfast support and encouragement.

Ralph is seen here presenting the group with a book-prize we won in a
Parks Victoria ‘best photo display’ competition in Kallista, October 2002 (see page 91 )
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Amongst Friends
The title of the book reflects the creative community feeling amongst volunteer
groups everywhere - a driving force that makes us accept hardship and the occasional failure as a small price to pay for the potential we have to achieve.
No matter what our individual chosen field of activity may be, working for what we
believe in is the common bond that unites us with all the other volunteers.

This Pictorial Journey of the Friends of Kurth Kiln group takes us from its formation in June 1999 to the present - a decade of tentative steps in our common
aim to conserve the historic heritage of Kurth Kiln and to promote greater public
awareness of its cultural significance.

The Contents of this book are loosely grouped into 10 Chapters, not necessarily in chronological order:
Introduction						
page
The People						
Historic Projects				
Historic Artefacts						
Environmental Projects				
Parks Victoria					
Talks and Presentations				
Festivals						
Visiting and Visitors					
Bush walks						

1
13		
27
57
69
87
105
111
121
147

We look forward to many more ways of being creative
in volunteering with friends
Page

3

Foreword
by

Greg Young, Ranger in Charge
Parks Victoria Gembrook
The Friends of Kurth Kiln is one of more than 300 Friends groups working in partnership with Parks Victoria in helping to maintain and protect Victoria’s parks.
Friends groups provide an opportunity for like-minded people with a love of the
bush, its heritage and a community spirit to come together and collaborate in the
conservation, protection and interpretation of parks. Each group is unique in its
own way, offering a diverse and rewarding experience for those involved.
The Friends of Kurth Kiln are an extraordinary group of dedicated volunteers, who
through their interest and energy, have ensured the protection of the Kurth Kiln
Regional Park’s significant history, and have greatly enhanced visitor enjoyment
and appreciation.
This book is a comprehensive collection of photographs and information of the
Friends’ activities and achievements over the past 10 years, which will give the
reader an idea of the enormous contribution they have made to the community.
The Friends have spread the word of their group far and wide, creating greater
public awareness of the area and all it offers; helping to encourage tourism and
provide benefits to local businesses. As an example, the Friends have planned
and organised the annual Heritage Festival since 2003. Through grants and fundraising, they have also developed on-site interpretation and displays, which are
important for giving visitors a better understanding and appreciation of the park’s
heritage and values.
I would like to make special mention of founding members Alfred and Ursula
Klink, who through their enthusiasm, hard work and dedication have greatly influenced and ensured the integrity and success of the group.
This book, produced by Alfred and Ursula, and proof-read by Judy Parker, gives
an excellent visual story of the Friends of Kurth Kiln.
Parks Victoria is very appreciative of all the Friends have done and we could not
ask for a nicer group of people to work with. It has been my great pleasure to
watch the group grow and I look forward our continued partnership.
Greg Young
Ranger in Charge
Parks Victoria Gembrook
2 September 2011
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Formation

Following extensive research into the
history of Dr Kurth and the history of
his kiln, the Friends of Kurth Kiln group
was officially formed in June 1999, as
part of the large and varied collection of
Parks Victoria Friends Groups.
The Incorporation Philosophy Statement embodies our desire to help
preserve the historic Kurth Kiln site and
to raise public awareness of the part E.
E Kurth and his kiln played in shaping
our past. We undertook to:
• research the history of the site, its
construction and its purpose.
• research the kiln’s builder, Professor Kurth, for whom the kiln design
formed a large part of life.
• collect, collate and make accessible to the public the history of Kurth
Kiln in poster and book form.
• produce a regular Newsletter
• hold Open Days and create an Annual Heritage Festival
• restore the kiln and ancillary equipment where feasible.
• create a Cultural Artefacts Register
from the items found on site
• create functional displays of the
historic artefacts where feasible.
• improve the picnic and amenities
facilities at the site.
• develop the site’s natural bush setting with sign-posted walking tracks
Grant funding was sought for suitable
projects and the help of experts in the
respective fields enlisted.
The involvement of local community
and schools has been encouraged and
conducted tours held to widen public
awareness of our activities.
ABN 53 836 519 107

Dr Ernest Edgar Kurth 1895-1966
• Born in Broken Hill, raised in WA
attended Scotch College in Perth.
• Received his Diploma at the Kalgoorlie School of Mines
• 1919 Moved to Hobart Tasmania,
worked for the Electrolytic Zinc Co
• 1923 Lecturer at the University of
Tasmania, Chemistry and Geology.
• 1928 Bachelor of Science Degree.
• 1934 received his PhD in Science
• 1940 patented a new charcoal kiln
• 1941 Professor of Chemistry
• Constructed a charcoal Kiln to his
revolutionary design in Gembrook.
• 1946 Dean of Faculty of Science
• 1960 Retired Professor Emeritus.
• Continued studies on trace elements in timber ash.
• Dr. Kurth died on 4 January 1966
and is buried in the Cornelian Bay
Cemetery.
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Charcoal production over the years

The centuries-old earth covered stack

Steel Retorts produced cleaner coal

Kurth’s 1940 Kiln design Patent Papers

but were still slow and labour intensive
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The Kurth Kiln Design
Kurth’s water-cooled kiln design eliminates the customary long wait for the
kiln and the coal to cool down below
the flash point, when it is safe to open
and handle the coal without it bursting into flames. Commissioned on 18
March 1942, tests showed Kurth’s
process produced consistent quality
charcoal, was 17% more effective in
the conversion of wood into coal, used
less labour than any other charcoal kiln
and lent itself to mass production. The
set-up in Gembrook produced 3 tons of
clean charcoal every 24 hours.

The kiln under Construction in 1941

In operation 1942, note Loading Ramp

Coal was extracted from steel chutes,

graded and packed in hessian bags.
This picture, taken in February 1942,
shows the brick structure on its raised
concrete base, the cold water inlet
for the cooling pipes (bottom row)
(note the 4” steam pipes blocked with
wooden plugs) and the guttering under
the “C” shaped outlets (top row) collecting the hot water to the down-pipe.
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The wood used to make the charcoal
came from the surrounding forest,
which contained lots of dead wood
following the 1939 bushfires. Note the
stark landscape in the picture below.

Thus, the project served a double purpose: making charcoal for the transport
industry and clearing the land for effective re-growth after the fires.
In 1945, after the war, the site was
handed over to the Forests Commission of Victoria who, for the next
20 years, made it their management
centre for the whole area. According to
the records there were at times up to
100 men stationed here, housed in 18
ex-army huts. (picture Sue Jarvis 1982)
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The site was made into a picnic ground
in about 1975, but by then a number of
the huts had disappeared and the kiln
itself was neglected and vandalised.

In the mid 1990s Parks Victoria started
to take an interest in the site. In 1996
Daniel Catrice, from the Historic Places
Section of the National Parks Service,
produced a Kurth Kiln Conservation
Plan, and in 2002 a Heritage Action
Plan was commissioned and the site
nominated for Listing on the Victorian
Heritage Register. Heritage Overlay
Numbers HO21 and HO400 were
raised (see shaded area L1 below). In
2008 the kiln
and its historic
buildings were
added to the
Victoria Heritage Register
under number
H2012.
The site is
situated at the
border between
the Shires of
Cardinia and
Yarra Ranges.

Kurth Kiln, as it looks today

Note the Interpretation Board just visible at the bottom left; one of two that are
permanently installed next to historic structures. We are still looking for a door for
the Firing Opening in the centre of
the kiln face. Note also the Counter
Balance we recently re-instated to
the right hand steel chute. This now
allows us to open the heavy door
for visitors to look inside on guided
tours. The counter balances are part
of the original Kurth drawings.

The “Caretakers Hut”; note the new
corrugated roofing iron and gutters.

Carport hut and Interpretation Board
Our resident duck family on the still lake.

Welcome to Kurth Kiln
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Kurth Kiln Register of Cultural Artefacts

Assisted by Parks Victoria, the Friends of Kurth Kiln have started a Register of
Moveable Cultural Artefacts found at Kurth Kiln. Using the Melbourne Museum
InMagic computer program and a six digit reference number KK0000, some 1500
items have been numbered, photographed, categorised and stored away so far.
Shown below is our overlay map created to identify their various locations.
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Kurth Kiln Regional Park

Named after the historic kiln situated at its heart, the park comprises some
3,500ha of assorted bush-land, bordering on the 17,000ha Bunyip State Park in
the East. The area used to be part of the Yarra Valley Multipurpose Park managed by the Forests Commission of Victoria, when in 1993 the former Land
Conservation Council recommended the name Kurth Kiln Regional Park, given
the kiln being a major feature of the park. The initially considered name Egg Rock
Regional Park (after the natural rock feature by that name) was dropped after
realising that the rock had been dynamited off its perch by vandals in the 1960’s.
The Parks Victoria map below shows the park (shaded green) and a detail Kurth
Kiln insert. Except for Gembrook Launching Place Road, all roads in the park are
unsealed. Some of the bush tracks shown may be subject to seasonal closure.
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Support

Over the past ten years the Friends of
Kurth Kiln have enjoyed tremendous
support from many organisations and
from individuals. We have been successful in our fair share of Project
Grant Applications and in help to meet
those project deadlines.
In the following chapters some of these
work activities are listed:
• Historic Projects
• Environment Projects
• Cultural Artefact Projects
But there are many others, where our
members became involved in social
activities, group visits and invitations.
Again they are listed under:
• Parks Victoria
• Talks and Presentations
• Visiting and Visitors
• Bush Walks
You meet some of the people involved
in the chapters:
• The People
• Festivals
On occasions the friendly generosity of
the people we meet is challenging.
People send us historic pictures, like
the ones shown in the next column; or
write interesting articles for our biannual Newsletter ‘The Kiln’.

Forestry Huts in 1982 (per Sue Jarvis)

The Big Shed in 1982; note the additional sheds shown in this picture.
A 1942 Ration
Ticket, valid for
the purchase of
one gallon of petrol in the State of
Victoria.
At the height of
rationing two of
these had to last
one month.

The copy of the war-time Ration Ticket
was given to us by someone in a group
on a guided tour of the kiln who happened to carry it still in his wallet.
Sue Jarvis, local artist, created the
lovely Kurth Kiln Logo for us, used here
on a Promotional Calendar about Kurth
Kiln, produced by us in 2003.
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our Heritage, as seen by the

Friends of Kurth Kiln
An incorporated group of volunteers under the auspices of Parks Victoria.
PV and NRE’s help in producing this booklet is gratefully acknowledged.

A Picture Calendar

promoting greater awareness of the beauty and the historic
significance of this fascinating place in the Australian Bush

July - June

2003/4

The People

The Friends of Kurth Kiln Group has been very fortunate
over the last ten years with many people supporting our
endeavours in conservation and promotion of this cultural
heritage and its natural bush environment. To thank them
all would go beyond the scope of this book, but we could
not resist the temptation to list a few, especially the Rangers and Staff of Parks Victoria Gembrook Office.
Dorothy Kurth seen here cutting Ursula’s Black Forest cake (with Alfred giving
some helpful advice) at our 10th anniversary celebration (note the 10 candles).
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Ron Thornton
Ron, who for 18 years was honorary
resident caretaker at Kurth Kiln, died
on 24 June 2000. His son Neil organised a ceremony in August. Spreading Ron’s ashes Neil said: “Kurth Kiln
was Ron's place of solace calling it his
paradise, his Garden of Eden”. Ranger
Dave Drangsholt recited a poem he
had composed, called “Ron” and Bill
Parker read the Recessional.

Dave Drangsholt
Parks Victoria Ranger, Dave Drangsholt, took an interest in our first, tentative steps at exploring Kurth Kiln and
its environment. He encouraged us to
form a registered Friends Group and
become more effective in our work. We
did, in June 1999, and had two good
year with him as our Liaison Ranger.
With sadness the Friends Group bade
farewell to Dave on 8 September 2001.
Sad, but grateful for his guidance:

his passionate involvement in local
history, his love for the native flora and
fauna and talent to inspire others.

Bill Parker gave the farewell speech
and presented Dave with a booklet of
the interesting and enjoyable historic
bus tours we shared with him.
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Ralph Angelico
Following our two year initiation period
with Ranger David Drangsholt, Ralph
Angelico became our Liaison Ranger.

•
•

•
•
•
•

It was he who taught us how to become effective in our hesitant attempts
to care for Kurth Kiln and is environment: ‘If you see something that you
feel should be done, apply for a funding
grant and get it done!’
It was simple, sound advice and it
served us well. With Ralph, and the resources of the Gembrook Office behind
us, here are some of the highlights of
our activities so far:
•
Creating a new Walking Track in
commemoration of the long-time
“unofficial caretaker” of the Kurth
Kiln site, Ron Thornton.
•
Relying heavily on Ralph’s efficient
and capable support, for our annual Heritage Festival
•
Building a new Horse Corral at the
Scout Camp Track loop
Installing access stairs for the
•
Caretakers Compound on the embankment.

•

•
•

•
•
•
•

Organising re-vegetation grant
projects, organising material and
directing some 50 to 100 students.
Building our heritage-type post and
rail fence to control and regulate
camping access to overused areas
of the kiln camping site
Installing concrete bollards and
wire cable to designated parking
areas of the Picnic Ground.
Organising material and equipment
to repair the historic Picket Fence
around the Caretakers Compound.
Continuing the conservation treatment of the wood cladding of the
hut structures is an ongoing project.
Helping us get Solar Power at
Kurth Kiln so we can use small
tools and on-site computers to
create a Cultural Heritage Artefact
Register.
Liaising with Parks Victoria Heritage Officer, John Sullivan, on historic projects like the Interpretation
Boards fitted at Kurth Kiln and at
the Tonimbuk Portable Steel Kiln.
Helping us create a Portable
Enclosure for our six donated Gas
Producer display.
Organising a Melbourne Water
project to clean up and re-vegetate
the picnic/camping area at the top
of the Scout Loop
Installing a new Toilet Block for the
Scout Track Loop area.
Removing dangerous trees around
the Kurth Kiln site.
Re-aligning Soldiers Road in front
of the kiln
Organising hand-tools and a Lawn
Mower for the group

And all of these are of course just the
main points, the tip of the iceberg!
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Andrew (Andy) Musgrove
In September 2010 Andrew became
our new Contact Ranger. Andy now
has the task of looking after all the
local Friends groups for Parks Victoria
from the Gembrook Office: Kurth Kiln,
Bunyip State Park, Wright Forest,
Labertouche and Hoddles Creek.

Greg Young, Ranger in Charge
Parks Victoria Gembrook Office
Greg always made time to read, correct
and endorse our grant applications,
often at very short notice.

Dan Bowen, Ranger and Team Leader
Environment & Cultural Heritage.
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Naomi O’Byrne
Acting Ranger-in-Charge, Parks Victoria Gembrook Office. Naomi often
drops in on our meetings to say Hello
and lend a hand.

David Hoyune *17/5/1957- †22/4/2006
Sadly Ranger David, who often came
to lend a help, always with a smile,
passed away and some of the Friends
went to say “Goodbye” at his funeral.

Ray Cranston often helps at Kurth Kiln,
is always cheerful and has a wonderful
sense of humour.

John Sullivan Heritage Coordinator
Melbourne Region Parks Victoria.
John has given us valuable guidance in
our various cultural heritage projects.

Brett Mitchell Ranger Parks Victoria
gave us an introduction into Aboriginal
Artefacts at Kurth Kiln in 2002

Rodney Stevens, man of many talents
Roger Friar Ranger Parks Victoria, at
the Kiln. He retired in February 2008

Dean Binstead Ranger Parks Victoria,
at our working bee on 13 August 2011.
Seen here with his mother Jan.

Bernice Dowling Melbourne Region
Volunteer Coordinator Parks Victoria, at
our Festival with Peter Southcote.
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The Family Kurth
Dorothy kindly gave us some photos of
the early Kurth family visiting Kurth Kiln
in the 1970’s (note the historic signs).

Mrs Irene Kurth in 1978

Geoff Kurth in 1978

Dorothy Kurth in 1979
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Dorothy and Dudley have written various articles for the Kiln newsletter.
In January 2002 Dorothy Kurth, Dudley Kurth with his wife Blanche came.

Dorothy and Dudley came to the Kurth
Kiln 2007 festival.
Dorothy regularly came to festivals and
sometimes on a meeting day, always
with a tin of delicious shortbread.
At the 2004 Festival Dorothy having a
chat with Tammy Lobato MP, Member
for Gembrook.

2008 January Dorothy brought Dudley

Dudley’s son Byron, his wife Vicki and
daughter Isabella all joined the friends
group. Isabella now is the fourth generation of members of the Kurth family
to be involved with the Friends Group.

The Parkers
Bill and Lorna Parker, founding members of the group. Bill, local historian
and author of the book “Forest to
Farming - Gembrook an early history”
related stories of the area’s early history at the working bees. These stories
were collected and compiled into a
booklet called “Fireside Stories”

The Parkers invited the Friends of Kurth
Kiln to their Diamond Wedding Anniversary in January 2004.
Dorothy, Byron, Isabella and Vicky

At the February meeting we held a special morning tea for Lorna and Bill.

Isabella filling in her Kurth Kiln membership form on her last visit.
On a sad note, Dudley Kurth passed
away in Jan 2011.
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Bill Parker’s 90 birthday was celebrated
at the August meeting 2004, and in

Tom, Judy, Beth, Lorna (Ursula) and Bill
relaxing at the 2004 festival.

February 2005 Lorna’s 91 birthday.

Bill Parker, 27.07.1914 - 03.09.2010.
Many members of the Friends Group
attended his funeral.

Elizabeth (Beth) Parker 28.12.444.04.2007. Beth proof-read our newsletters until she passed away.
In October 2005 the Parker family
invited the Friends Group to Celebrate
the St Silas Church in Gembrook
Centenary and re dedication of the Bell
Tower. The Friends of Kurth Kiln with
the help of Beth Parker, daughter of Bill
and Lorna Parker, nominated Genseric
(Bill) Parker for an OAM and on 5 June
2006 were advised that the nomination
was successful. A special morning tea
was held to celebrate the event.
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Judy Parker Judy took on the proofreading position and also proofed the
“Fireside Stories” booklet and this book.

Meinhard Holtz 16.03.193131.03.2006. Meinhard was a founding member of the group. He was
president since its inauguration until he
passed away. Meinhard was a passionate environmentalist and instrumental
in constructing the Thornton Track.

Dick Cleary and Kerrie Bonica, Dick
took on the position of president after
Meinhard died in 2006. Dick and Kerrie
organised many festivals and participated as “robbers” until they moved
away to Woodside. Dick and Kerrie
were very practical and organised a lot
of the grant projects. Dick’s workshop
was used to cut, drill and weld much of
the material involved.

The Friends Group attended his ‟Celebration of Life” on 9 June 2006 at the
Gembrook Bushland Park.

Hilda Holtz 03.06.1931 -29.01.2009.
She was an active member. She acted
as Teller in the Bank Robberies. Her
memorial service was held on 22 February at the Gembrook Bushland Park.

Anne Marsden was a foundation
member and our first Heritage Officer.
Because of health reasons Anne and
her husband Marcus moved to Carlton.
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Gary Pendlebury
Gary took on the President’s position
when Dick moved away. Gary is interested in technology and looking into
alternative energy power for Kurth Kiln.
He also has a love for machinery and,
as a member of the Port Phillip Historical Machinery, organised a Historic Machinery Festival at Kurth Kiln in 2011.

Ken and Dawn Banks
Ken took on the position of Vice President. Ken loves horses, but he also has
a natural gift for working with machinery. It was not long before he (with a
lot of TLC) coaxed the motorised saw
engine back to life. With a mighty bang
it woke up from its 60 year slumber and
Ted was all smiles.

Maree Ramanuskas at work

Hanna Salzwedel, a foundation member, looked after the Gembrook Craft
Group stalls and often demonstrated
the art of spinning.
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Denise Brain was for many years
maintenance officer. Here mowing the
lawn accompanied by her dog Zeus.

Henk and Riet Bouck.
Henk was often busy in his workshop
constructing items for Kurth Kiln.
Before the Red Cross catered for the
visitors, he and Riet stood all day in the
food stall, barbecuing and serving.

Jim and Pam McNabb
Over the years Jim has been involved
in many conservation aspects. He
has given us talks on Owls, taken us
on night walks and been involved in
projects and maintenance. His motivating spirit and his agile mind are an
inspiration. In 2004 & 07 he received a
Cardinia Environment Coalition award.

When Rosemary Scott moved away
Riet took on the position of treasurer.

Ron Clarke helps at the working bees
and has contributed to the newsletter.

After Anne Marsden, Pam took over
the Heritage Officer’s position. She
catalogued many of the heritage artefacts and at the festivals acted as Bank
Teller for the mock robbery.
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Jasper and Carmel Hails
Jasper is very interested in the ecology of ‘controlled burning’ and is often
found in the bush checking out plants
before and after the fires. He is especially interested in rare plants.

Harry and Ronda Stevens
Harry spent a lot of time numbering
and tagging Cultural Heritage Artefacts.

Ronda, also a member of the Helmeted
Honeyeaters, always ready to help and
contributed articles for the newsletters.

Carmel is a Wildlife Carer and helps
with our environmental projects.

Beverly (Bev) Van der Heyden is the
Minute Secretary and loves bushwalks.
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Rosemary Beth Rem *15.01.1946 †31.05.2010. Rosemary was keenly
interested in the history and promotion
of Kurth Kiln. She brought her creations
and demonstrated the art of basket
weaving at the festivals each year.

Glen and Jan Binstead
When Denise was short of time, Glen
took on the job of maintenance, cutting
the lawn mowing and brush cutting.

Some of our previous Office Bearers
Rosemary Scott, secretary & treasurer

Chantelle White, secretary.

Jan catching up with Judy Parker.

Barbara Baxter, secretary.

Henriette van Niekerk has taken on
the job of secretary and now also applies for funding grants. Henriette is
very interested in Landcare.

Wendy Rackham, secretary.
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Last, but not least, the reassuring presence of our Friends
from the local Constabulary is always a welcome sight.
Seen here at one of our annual Heritage Festivals enjoying the spectacle of the mock bank-robbery, saved on the
day by their counterparts in a by-gone era,
the mounted State Troopers.
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Kurth Kiln
Historic Projects

Many big and small historic projects and repairs were carried
out during the Friends of Kurth Kiln first ten years; such as:
repair the kiln, repair the Big Shed, install signs and create
displays, paint the Huts, create and install Interpretation
Boards, create a functional Waterwheel, install Solar Power,
install conservation fencing and address safety issues.
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The Kurth Kiln Dam

A Parks Victoria project in January
2000 was to dredge and clean-out the
silted up and overgrown Kurth Kiln
lake. Cleaning out the dam required big
machinery and took over a week. The
recovered silt was used to level out the
adjoining picnic ground.
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The Water Tank

One of the first projects in April 2000
was the installation of a Water Tank to
collect rain water for general use, cooking and washing hands.

Repair to the Kiln

In May 2000 a project funded by Parks
Victoria was the repair to the kiln.
Sparks flew as David De Coite repaired
the steel structure on the Kiln!

Red Letter Box in Beenak

Bill Parker and John Waghorn (retired
from Australia Post) researched the
history of the Red Letter Box in Beenak, the Beenak Post Office site from
1901 to 1951. On 23 November 2000
a commemorative service was held at
the Red Letter Box site, a plaque being
unveiled by Ranger Dave Drangsholt
and local historian and member of the
Friends of Kurth Kiln, Bill Parker.

One of the two missing steel doors
of the Kiln was found close by in the
bush, the second had to be recast.
The repaired Kiln then again became
a complete and perfect local landmark.

Mary Hunt posts letters, in about 1976.
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Waterwheel Construction

Another grant project funded by Parks
Victoria was a new waterwheel.
On August 17 work on the Dam reconstruction began with the help of a
local landscape expert.

A 40cm pipe was installed to take
the flow beneath the walkway, a
concrete pit built and a 100mm pipe
laid on top for the waterwheel flume.
One rainy day Ralph Angelico and the
boys from Parks Victoria Gembrook
came with their big machinery and
cleared the thickly overgrown area.

Well done!
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In January 2001, in soaring temperatures, a protective post and rail fence
was erected across the dam and
painted with “Mission Brown”.

The individual parts of the waterwheel
were assembled and put together and
painted at the Klink’s home.

February 2001: Constructing the foundation for the waterwheel itself began.

At the same time, construction of the
1.8m diameter water wheel was started
in Dick Cleary’s workshop. Dick cut and
drilled the steel hub and organised the
bearings. Each panel, pane and spoke
was cut from waterproof ply, routed and
treated with a protective sealant.
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Finally, on 12 May 2001, the finished
waterwheel was transported to Kurth
Kiln in Dick and Kerri’s horse float and
installed on the special rail foundation.

The installation was carefully supervised by the ladies from the sidelines!

Note the special bronze bearings
mounted in Redwood Blocks.

Matthew Harry spent a few “work
experience” days at Kurth Kiln, helping the Friends Group with the placement of the wooden supply flume.

The access gate to the waterwheel was
constructed in December 2004.
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Building Horse Corrals on Scout
Camp Track
The Corrals at the Kurth Kiln picnic
area were damaged, and in conjunction
with Cockatoo Gembrook Pony Club
new corrals were built in April 2003 on
Scout Camp Track.

Huts

During 2008 the big job of repairing the
Caretakers Compound Picket Fence
was tackled. A number of posts and
rails had rotted and pickets were falling
off. The fence had been installed over
20 years ago, in the early 1980s.

Henk Bouck cut a lot of new pickets in
his workshop to replace broken ones.
Ken does not need the tractor!

Ralph brought many trailer fulls of new
posts and cross-bar replacements.
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March 2004
Shane, who
works with the
Aboriginal
Community,
came and
looked at the
huts.
In January 2005 the rusted stove flue
in the caretakers hut was replaced.

Work continued for many weeks, with
extra weekday working bees scheduled

The rotten stumps on the shed were
replaced in August 2005.

And a good clean up given inside!
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In August 2006 the ceiling of Hut 07
collapsed and was eventually repaired
in February 2007.

The open Carport of Hut 08 is frequently used for picnic and barbeque
meetings. A load of crushed rock and
some elbow grease made it and the
pathways safer for use in wet weather.

A new gate was installed on the West
side of the fence for road access
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The Garden regularly needed attention.

Vandal damage to the Gas Bottle Cupboard was repaired in 2008

Bushes and branches were cut and
transported away.
Gary installed a new skylight in the
Caretakers hut in April 2009.

In October 2007 vandal damage made
the Gas Water Service in the Caretakers hut inoperative. Plumbing pipes
and battery were replaced and access
to the underside of the hut secured.

Locks often needed replacement.

New drainage was installed in 2009.
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Conservation treatment of the wooden
structures is part of our on-going maintenance program. A special mixture of
linseed oil, beeswax and estapol polyurethane paint blended with mineral
turpentine is applied every two years,
after dirt and dust are removed first.

The Big Shed

In June 2000 three display windows
were installed under the big shed roof.
Henk Bouck
made the three
frames and
fitted the glass
to the doors in
his well
equipped work
shop. They
were fitted and
painted at a
working bee.

A long handled broom comes in handy!

Painting by brush and by spraying.

And here is the finished project. Interpretative displays allow casual visitors
to learn about Kurth Kiln’s history and
to read of the on-going activities of the
Friends of Kurth Kiln.

The wood loves it. Here you can really
see the difference, top and bottom.
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In February 2001 Henk and Alfred
built a set of six benches at the Parks
Victoria workshop, which are in constant use, seating the members at our
meetings and the many visiting School
Groups, Clubs and Organisations.

The display wall and shelves in the
shed were constructed in February
2002, in time for our first Festival. The
Display Wall featured the story of solar
energy, from plants to wood and coal
and on to Photo Voltaic electricity

Bollards were installed in front of the
shed in February 2002.

Sturdy display benches were constructed for some of the heavy artefacts.
Whilst others worked, Henk had a lot of
fun pretending to sleep in them like in
hammocks in his seafaring days!
In December 2002 Parks Victoria
funded the installation of two 64W solar
panels on the Big Shed roof, storage
batteries and a 800W Inverter to power
lights in the shed and to help with operating computers and small tools on site.
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The ladies regularly checked the stores
for essentials to cater for morning tea
at meetings, visiting groups and festivals. Shortages were replaced

The vertical lining of the sheds needs
constant attention. Some of the damage is due to occasional vandalism

The Explosives Safe was shifted to
underneath the sturdy new benches

Henk constructed a duplicate Red Letter Box (Beenak) which was attached
permanently to the Big Shed door
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In 2002 crushed rock was spread in
Annexe 03 and Annexe 04 and 04A.

In April 2003 Ralph with his big tractor
removed a huge tree trunk below the
Caretakers Compound and a temporary fence was erected to stop increasing erosion and for safety reasons, as
children enjoyed clambering up and
down on the embankment.

Shrubs were planted on the embankment and provisional steps cut and
gravelled to the Caretakers Compound.
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In 2009 the fence was removed, as the
plantings and added re-growth had sufficiently stabilised the embankment.

Then in June 2006 proper steps leading up to the huts were installed to
allow better and safer access.

In September 2004 the floor mounted
vice in the middle of the Shed was removed to the sturdy new workbenches

Security improvements were made to
the Annexe 03 in 2003 to make it usable as a storage and display area.

In 2005 a new steel beam and tie rods
were added to stabilise the open Shed.

The historic Charcoal Grader is housed
in this area and shelves were installed

Then the rotting bases of the tree-trunk
pillars at the open shed were concreted
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In August 2006 the Shed guttering
was fixed and the down-pipe channelled in to the drainage system

Repairs, clean ups and vandal damage
on the shed were an ongoing concern.
Also in 2006 the drainage in front of
the Kiln was improved and gravelled.

For better drainage from the back of
the kiln and the water tank overflow,
plastic piping was buried around it and
a pit near the waterwheel installed.
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In April 2003 the historic 5,000L Fire
Water Tank, found dumped in the bush
next to the rear access track, was shifted to a prepared base behind the kiln.
It may have been part of a fire truck

Information Shelter BUN300. In 2002
bollards were installed around the information booth, the hill re-vegetated and
gravel spread on the path.
Signs: “Caution Children Crossing”
sign was installed in December 2001

A new display produced by Parks
Victoria was installed in April 2004
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A new locality map fitted in July 2004

and all of it painted “traditional green”.

Bollards were installed in 2004 along
Beenak Road and across the dam

The fireplace in the South Picnic
Ground was demolished in May 2005.

.
The South Picnic Ground was graded,

and cables pulled through the bollards,
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We were kept up to date regularly in
safety and first aid procedure.

Gates: In April 2003 a gate was installed entering the path to the waterwheel, to prevent cars driving down to
the back of the kiln and shed.

In 2007 gates at each end of the
enclosed Northern Picnic ground were
installed to help ground recovery.

In 2005 a gate was installed at the
entrance of the Southern Car Park and
the enclosed Northern Picnic area.

A gate was installed next to the dam to
prevent cars driving in the picnic area
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Dangerous Trees

After the huge pine tree was removed
in the Caretakers Compound in October 2006, an enormous pile of wood
was stacked in front of the Big Shed.

A tall pine tree south of the Big Shed
was looking particularly dangerous and,
to be on the safe side, Parks Victoria in
October 2004 decided to cut it down

Rodney Stevens, all geared up to go
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Ralph is keeping a watchful eye on it

Small stuff is shredded and spread.

In no time it was cut up and removed.

Bigger logs often come in handy as
borders on newly re-vegetated areas,

such as the nearby planted section,
seen here being watered by Carmel on
a particularly hot day
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Some of the wood, campers built into
ingenious fires.

Maintenance. Harry Stevens constructed a donation box in 2006, which
hangs on the Shed door on Open Days
and many visitors have put in coins.

Henk Bouck made ten direction signs

In 2009 dense vegetation re-growth at
the waterwheel had to be removed.
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In January 2007 the Fire Fighting
Pump and hoses were checked out.

Toilets - In 2008 some of the toilets
needed extensive repair.

Rubbish Collection.

New toilets were installed in the picnic
area near the Thornton Bridge in 2009

The toilets in the Northern Picnic area
were a concern. The Friends Group
applied to Parks Victoria to consider
improvements.

In July 2011 Parks Victoria advised us
that the two toilets were targeted for
replacement and one double pedestal
unit would cater for visitors in the immediate area of the car park.
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Tomahawk Creek Track
The track often needed to be cleared
of fallen trees, small and big.

Bridges: Repairs to the bridge in 2005
and again in 2008.

Page 50

A wooden bridge once spanned the
Tomahawk Creek approximately half
way between Kurth Kiln and Shepherds Creek Road. Ranger Andy
remembers how, in 1996, they fixed a
broken handrail with a bush-pole.
In December 2003 it was noticed that
the beam supporting the planks had
rotted through, and the bridge was
dismantled. Remnant planks next
to the Tomahawk Creek Track are a
reminder of the once existing bridge.

The Historic Water Race.

Standing on top of the dam.

July 2002 the search began for the
Historic Water Race that once supplied
water to Kurth’s kiln

Jim followed it along the Waterchannel
Track, crossing Gembrook Launching
Place Road to a dam on a tributary
stream of Tomahawk Creek

The Friends of Kurth Kiln’s application
to the Cardinia Heritage Grant program 2010-11 for funding Interpretation
Boards on the track was successful.
In January 2011 Roger Strickland
showed us where the route of the race
crossed Beenak Road on its way down
to the old dam.

Throughout May and June the Water
Race was traced for its whole length
with GPS. In some places it was very
difficult to find, at other places it was
over one metre deep.

In July, despite extensive search with
Gary’s metal detector, no sign could be
found of the 300 metre iron pipe Kurth
used in 1942 to divert the water from
the channel to the Charcoal Kiln.
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Interpretation Boards

at Kurth Kiln
To improve community awareness of
the Cultural Heritage at Kurth Kiln we
applied, and were successful in our
Parks Victoria 2006/2007 grant application, for two Interpretation Boards, at
the Kiln and Caretakers hut. In December Neil Keighley from Ektavo Designs
came to Kurth Kiln to discuss content
and siting of the boards.
The Interpretation Boards were completed and installed in June 2007.

Visitors can often be seen reading the
Interpretation Boards both at the Kiln
and at the Caretakers Compound.
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At Tonimbuk
In June 2008 we received a grant from
Parks Victoria to design and install an
Interpretation Board at the historic Portable Steel Charcoal Kiln in Tonimbuk

The project was completed 10/7/2009

Ralph organised a combined working bee with the Friends of Kurth Kiln,
the Friends of Bunyip State Park and
the Gembrook Fauna and Flora Group
in early July. A post and rail heritage
fence was erected around the Kiln, the
new Interpretation Board installed and
a number of native bushes planted in
the bare patches to make it look pretty.

The Steel Kiln is another symbol of
the ingenuity of our forebears to adapt
technology to the needs of the times.
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After 2009
Installing counterbalance for the chute.

“Fireside Stories” Book Launch
After the official opening and the Gembrook Choir singing at the Open Day
in April 2010 the book was launched -

.
a collection of Bill Parker’s reflections,
produced the Friends of Kurth Kiln

Bill and Judy Parker signing the book.
Drainage installed on Soldier’s Road.

Projector, a small equipment grant allows us to show video presentations
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Roof Repairs January 2010
Several of the huts had leaky roofs and
attempts were made to parch them up.

In 2011 Parks Victoria decided to have
all the old roofing iron replaced with
new galvanised corrugated iron sheets,
the Huts, the Big Shed and the Annexe.
The work was completed in May.
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Conservation treatment is part of ongoing maintenance
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Kurth Kiln’s
Movable
Cultural Artefacts
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Caring for
our Cultural Heritage
Creating a solid Display Wall for featuring small items was one of the first projects

Numbered, identified and photographed, safe behind a see-through plastic curtain
50 items from the Cultural Heritage collection are now on permanent display
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Learning the proper procedures

On 8 and 10 January 2002 Nina Siers,
Team Leader Cultural Heritage, Parks
Victoria, conducted a training course
using ”The Small Museum Cataloguing
Manual” and the “Inmagic” Museum
computer program as a basis.

The course covered:
• Care, Handling and Marking of the
objects
• Cataloguing Supplies and taking
Care for them
• Filling out the Catalogue Worksheets
• Inputting of material onto the database, and modifying changes
• Storage techniques
With cleaning brushes, nail polish and
protective lacquer we went to work.
Over the years, work continued, identifying, cataloguing, marking, photographing, wrapping and storing some
1500 objects, tools, machinery, boxes
and stock. Details still need expanding.

Small items are either displayed on
shelving or wrapped and stored in
plastic containers. Larger Items are on
open display in the Big Shed:

Our Mobile Motorised 36” Cut-off saw
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A Mobile Motorised Sandstone

With Alfred and Pam on the computer
and Harry Stevens marking each item
and applying the protective nailpolish
lacquer, the project is progressing well.

Our 200kg Anvil on a wooden base

Historic Trolley Wheels for wood-rails.
Motorised Drag Saw in the background

The KK six digit numbering System
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Riet sorting historic photographs

Following our first storing attempts in
November 2001, cataloguing, wrapping and packing eventually became an
ongoing process involving all members.

In February 2004 Catherine Bessant,
Heritage Officer Parks Victoria, came to
see how the cataloguing was progressing and supplied us with store material.

Five international Volunteer Students
helped with cataloguing Kurth Kiln Cultural Heritage Items in July 2007

The wrapped items are put in stackable
plastic boxes sequentially numbered.

Page

61

Ken Banks over the years worked
on many machines, and at the March
2003 working bee, after hours trying to
get one of the motors going, it started
with a big bang, and his joyous cheers

The Historic Charcoal Grader

In an attempt to get funding for restoration work, its statistics are documented

could be heard all over the Kiln site!

and conservation quotes obtained...

Here he is applying his delicate touch
to a recalcitrant magneto assembly
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so far, unfortunately, without success!

Gas Producers
In June 2000 some of our members
went to Mill Valley Range Tynong

Over of cup of tea, Mrs Weatherhead
showed us the art of zither-playing

to look at Roy Weatherhead’s vast
collection of historic period machinery
and get ideas for creating a heritage
collection. We were told he had several
Gas Producers.

July 2004 Ian Morey brought his restored Gas Producer to Kurth Kiln.

But we were unable to persuade him to
part with any of the five he had there.
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The Royal Auto Magazine in their November 2006 issue featured an article
about Kurth Kiln, in which we included
a short appeal for Gas Producer units.
From over 20 offers we eventually selected six different models for donation
to the Kurth Kiln collection.

Still in December the Friends collected
another Gas Producer donated by the
Cyril H Peatling Family in Bagshot.

Wilma Skidmore showed us documentation and pictures in her family album
and later sent us copies of invoices etc.
The first one was collected from Ray
Young, in Baxter in December 2006

In January 2007 Les and Joy Solomano in Talbot donated two homemade Gas Producers from their farm.

The second (plus a manual), on permanent loan from Mr Graeme Tibbett in
Noble Park, also came in December.
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In February the Falla family in Donald
donated an Electrolux Gas Producer,
which we picked up in Hails’ horse-float

In 2009 funding was received from
Parks Victoria to build a Portable Gas
Producer display in Annexe 04

The Gas Producer collection was first
displayed on open boards in Annexe 4

Dick Cleary did a fantastic restoration
job on the Electrolux unit, and we were
trying to improve the display facility.
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With the six Gas Producers safe and
securely on display, some form of Interpretation Board was needed to present
relevant information to the public.

In 2010 an application for funding a full
set of interpretation boards for the six
Gas Producers was submitted to the
Public Records Office Victoria, but this
was not successful.
Front View of one of the three sections of the Display
each Panel will contain information specific to the Gas Producer below it
(Rear View Panels will contain Historic and Technical Details)

Frame Width 2.4m
~ 1m wide
Gas Producer Unit -- Kurth Kiln Cultural Heritage Collection -- Catalogue # KK1301
This Gas Producer Unit was
donated by the Family of
Cyril H. Peatling
Following a Kurth Kiln article in the November 2006 issue of the Royal Auto magazine
Wilma Skidmore from Bendigo contacted the
Friends of Kurth Kiln, offering them the family’s old Gas Producer located on their farm
at Bagshot, 18 kilometres East of Bendigo.
It was picked up on December 23rd from a
farm paddock.
Wilma has spend a lot of time in the past systematically filing all her father’s documents,
including receipt of buying the Ford Truck on
which the Gas Producer had been mounted,
as well as invoices of repairs and charcoal
purchases.
Copies of some of those are now part of
the Kurth Kiln Heritage Collection under the
above categorizing number. Mrs Skidmore
volunteered to write an article about its history for our next The KILN
Newsletter.

left:
Wilma and Ursula
checking the Books
Right:
Picking up the unit from
the Peatling Paddock
Below:
Their 1937 Ford Truck
with Gas Producer
mounted on the off-side
Bottom:
Copies of Invoices for
charcoal, repair, etc.

Height ~0.6m

physical details of the unit:
• Make: Powell
• Height 1.2m
• Width 500mm diameter round
• Weight ~300kg
• Outlet 50mm dia. water pipe flange
• Finish Cast Steel
• Condition Solid
• Rusted through in a couple of places
comments: The unit is extremely heavy,
with what appears to be concrete filled
double walls.
The firebox has a 150mm access opening
and a cast plate door.
There does not seem to be the customary
filters and cooling arrangement attached,
which could have been fitted under the tray
or bonnet of the truck.

1.2m Cross member

Interpretation Panels bolted to Powder Coated Steel Frame made of Steel Tubing ~50mm sq
Fence Pillars
Top Rail of Fence

Temporary posters were hung, but they
proved not very successful.

Proper Interpretation Boards are more
readily accepted by the public

The information on where the Gas Producers came from, who donated them,
a bit of their history and the technical
description of their operation, would
make for an interesting and informative
public display.
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The project application has now been
re-submitted to the 2011 Community
Heritage Grand, Canberra, in the hope
of finding the necessary funding.
In 2011 we are again looking at ways
to restore the historic Charcoal Grader,
still hidden in Annexe 03 because in its
present condition it is unsafe for public
display.

A Biosis Research Report on the Kurth Kiln Heritage Collection commissioned by Parks Victoria in 2008 stresses
the historic significance of Kurth Kiln
and its movable cultural artefacts

BIOSIS

R E S E A R C H

Kurth Kiln Collection –
assessment of significance

Report for Parks Victoria
August 2008
Biosis Research Pty Ltd
Project no: 6473
Author: Gary Vines
Melbourne:
38 Bertie Street Port Melbourne 3207
Ph: (03) 9646 9499 Fax: (03) 9646 9242
email: melbourne@biosisresearch.com.au
Sydney:
18-20 Mandible Street Alexandria 2015
Ph: (02) 9690 2777 Fax: (02) 9690 2577
email: sydney@biosisresearch.com.au
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Caring
For our
Environment
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The Thornton Track

The Thornton Walking Track was created in memory of Ron Thornton, who
lived in the large hut at Kurth Kiln for
over 16 years, as the (un) official Caretaker. The track was constructed in
the pristine bush along the North side
of the Tomahawk Creek, with a bridge
over the creek near Scout Camp Track.

The official opening of the Thornton
Track was on 13 October 2002. It was
a big and festive occasion. Both the
Mayors for Cardinia and Yarra Ranges,
and Greg Young from Parks Victoria
Gembrook Office gave speeches.

Neil Thornton, son of Ron Thornton,
scattered his father’s ashes near the
entry to the track (Ron had passed
away in June 2000).
Meinhard Holtz laid out the 1.2km
route and in July 2001 started to clear
a narrow path. He produced a page of
“Self-guided Track Notes” to hand out
to track walkers. In August 2002 Nicole
Stocks and Judy Turnbull came to
advise on track information.
The colourful information sign at the
entry of the track was created with the
help of Gembrook artist, Sue Jarvis.
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The Thornton Bridge

Construction of the 15 metre long
foot-bridge, required where the Thornton Track crosses the Tomahawk
Creek, commenced in March 2002.

The measurements, setting out, cutting,
welding and drilling took place in Dick
Cleary’s workshop in Macclesfield.

The foundation was poured into four
cut-off 44 gallon drum foundation pads
at each end with rag-bolt assemblies
set to take the bridge stanchions.

Assembly of the steelwork followed two
weeks later and then the wood decking
was bolted to the steel bearers.
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Non-slip steel netting was fastened
over the decking, and waterpipe hand
rails fitted on either side of the walkway. Ken Bank’s welding expertise
came in very handy!

Rock and earth fill on both approaches
made the bridge ready for use in July. It
is an impressive sight.

1999
Identifying indigenous plants along
the Tomahawk Creek.
Wendy Savage (daughter of Bill and
Lorna Parker), an authority on native
flora, and Jackie Timms identified flora
along the Tomahawk Track.

2000
Fields Nationalist Club of Victoria
Truffle Hunt “truffles hunt”
Most of the fungi found belonged to the
“Basidiomycetes” group, the most common group of fungi, which includes the
gilled fungi, such as the edible mushroom, puffballs and rusts.
Koala Release in Bunyip State Park

2001
Greg Harry, from the Swinburne
Healesville & Lilydale University
of Technology brought some of his
Natural Recourses Diploma students to
Kurth Kiln to study Wildfire Behaviour
and the effects on the Environment.
2002
Greta Fuller from Candlebark Nursery and member of the Friends of Kurth
Kiln identified flora along the newly
created Thornton Track.
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Effects of Powerline Easement on
the native mammal population.
Donna Clark in her Ph.D research
studied the small mammals present
under the powerline’s 100m easement
and whether the population is interacting or becoming isolated. Her project
was completed in 2004.

Re-vegetation

Parks Victoria 2004/5 Grant was for
guiding visitors access to the picnic
area, including re-vegetating the area
on the south side of the shed. Work
constructing the fence commenced on
9 October.

On 18 2005 November students from
the Gembrook State School came to
plant the seedlings.

A sausage sizzle and a talk about the
Kiln site history followed the planting,
and each student was presented with a
pen marked “Friends of Kurth Kiln”.
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Picnic area re-vegetation
120 seedling were planted in January
2005 in the Northern picnic area to
stabilize the graded soil.

National Heritage Trust Enviro Fund
funded the re-vegetation and fencing
around the north side of the Lake.
Extensive preparations were carried out before the re-vegetation day
with the Hoddles Creek students.

Netting for protection was erected
around the newly planted seedlings.

After the big pine tree behind the
Shed was cut down, one of the logs
was man-handled to the re-vegetated
area, where part of the fence had been
vandalised and some of the plants
unprotected.
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In March 2005. The Hoddles Creek
Primary School students came and
helped with the re-vegetation.

Seventeen Monbulk Secondary College students came in July 2006, one
group worked on the Thornton Track.

The other group gravelled the pathway
to the newly-created steps

After the sausage sizzle and talk, each
student was presented with a certificate
of appreciation.
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Removal of huge dangerous Pine
Tree next to the Caretakers Hut
by Parks Victoria in October 2006.

In May 2007 a grant from Waratah
Fencing enabled the Friends to erect
a fence to protect the historic bush
reserve in the picnic area on the high
side of the track above the huts.
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A Port Phillip and Western Port CMA
Community Grant funded the 284m of
fencing along Soldiers Road and 200
metres of Post and Rail fencing along
the access track to the car park above
the huts. The work began in June
2007. At Ken Banks’ home the Post
and Railings were cut to size and the
holes cut into the posts.
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Installation began on June 22, a cold
and rainy day, and was completed in
August.

The Cockatoo School had to cancel
the planting day on June 18 due to
the weather forecast of rain hail, snow
and storm. The Friends of Kurth Kiln
planted the first 250 of the 500 plants.

The Cockatoo Primary School students came on Monday 25 June 2007
and planted the other 250 plants.

A group photo in front of the Kiln was
taken after a sausage sizzle, talk about
the history of the kiln site, presentation
of certificates of appreciation and a
walk along the Thornton Track.

A few weeks after the planting session
a couple of students came with their
scout group and it was a delight to see
them proudly showing off their work.
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Gary in December 2008 arranged with
Sarah from Melbourne Water to come
and check out the quality of the water
in Tomahawk Creek

After applying for a Melbourne Water
grant in September 2008, members of
the Melbourne Water River Health Partnership Department came to inspect
the site.

The area near the Thornton Bridge had
environmental issues, such as erosion
by overuse of the camping site and vehicles being bogged. A car was stuck
on the track the day the team came.

Sarah was impressed with how clean
the water is.

Page 80

In April 2009 Vivien Clarke came
to the site to advise on species of
plants suitable for re-vegetation

and site works began May.
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The re-vegetation day with the
Gembrook Primary School students
was on 21 May 2009

Giving instructions on how to plant

A bushwalk along Tomahawk Creek
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In June the River Health Partnership
team looks at the re-vegetation site

The Wastelands Van Club with their
chain saw, axes, picks and shovels
tidied the Tomahawk walking track.

Nature walks

Jim McNabb took us on several night
walks to Monkhouse Dam were we,
with his flashlight, spotted some nocturnal possums and yellow-bellied gliders

The trunk of a tree struck by lightning
looks a little bit like the damage possums inflict on trees when they cut the
bark to feed on the sap. The difference
is, a feed tree has lots of shavings all
around the base.

During day-time walks we checked out
a tree struck by lighting
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Helmeted Honeyeater Project

In February 2001 Dave Drangsholt
arranged for the Friends of Kurth Kiln
to join the Parks Victoria and Healesville Sanctuary staff to erect aviaries in
Bunyip State Park

After setting up, the Friends Group
helped painting the aviaries

with Jim Thomas

and watched a Honeyeater release.
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Over the years we were invited to a
number of the Friends of the Helmeted
Honeyeater functions: in March 2003
to the Opening of the Nursery

In September 2002 to the
Threatened Species Seminar Day

In January 2004 Jessica Feder and
Karen Moore, who monitored the released Helmeted Honeyeaters stayed
in the huts at Kurth Kiln.

In October 2006 we joined the group
launching their book
“Yellingbook - a Special Place at
Karrawarra Australian Plant Gardens.

In May 2009 the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater celebrated their 20th
birthday. On the day their new publication “The first 20 years 1989-2009” was
launched.

The Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater held their Members day at Kurth
Kiln in March 2010. Many interesting
speeches were given including one by
Adam Shalekoff from Yarra 4 Life.

Jim Thomas from Healesville Sanctuary kept the Friends Group informed
with updates of the Helmeted Honeyeaters in Tonimbuk.
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Highlights after 2009

Planting day with the Sherbrooke
Community School. In September 2010, twelve students came and
worked diligently all day. They did not
want to go for a walk, but instead kept
on working until all 800 seedlings were
planted in front of the Caretakers Compound and in the fenced in picnic area.

Gary used some left-over plants to
cover the bare spots on the embankment near the Big Shed.
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Planting day with the Gembrook
Primary Students on 20 June
2011 organised by Henriette, was
funded by the Bendigo Bank. Jasper and Henriette prepared the site
the day before, and the students
had decorated the protective covers

After the sausage sizzle before the students went for a walk, Katie Drummond
from Melbourne Water gave them a talk
about the importance of looking after
our waterways.

The Friends of Kurth Kiln were
privileged to be part of many
informative, interesting and
social activities and outings
organised by Parks Victoria
and its people.
These functions always provided a good opportunity to
meet other Friends and exchange thoughts and ideas.
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In August 2000 John Grinpukel and
Ray Supple from the Parks Victoria
Heritage Program came to Kurth Kiln to
inspect the site’s historic aspects, with
a view to carry out conservation work.

John Sullivan and Ralph looked at the
steel Kiln on Tonimbuk Road in Sept.
2004 to plan a conservation project.
November 2008 John Sullivan and
Peter Rennick, Senior Planner, Parks
Victoria took some videos at Kurth Kiln

John Sullivan, Parks Victoria Regional
Heritage Coordinator, Ralph Angelico
and Roger Friar inspect the recently
donated Gas Producers and plan how
best to display them, in January 2007.
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Greg Young receiving his truck award

Albert Park Lake
In 2000 and 2001 we took our Kurth
Kiln display to the Parks Victoria
“Friends Village” Festival.

And in 2002 to the “Healthy Parks,
Healthy People Festival”.

Parks Victoria Dandenong District
Volunteers Forum
In November 2000 the Friends Group
attended the Dandenong District Volunteers Forum where the Dandenong
Ranges Volunteer Grants 2000/1 were
displayed, including the Friends of
Kurth Kiln Water Wheel Project.

,

Other District Forums were held in
2001 at Kallista, 2002 at Monbulk
and in 2004 at Sassafras.
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Clean up Australia
Another Parks activity the Friends participated in, was the “Clean up Australia
Day”, rubbish collections in 2001, 2002,
2003 and 2005.

In May 2000 at the Dandenong Ranges
National Park Education Centre, the
Friends of Sherbrooke Forest together
with Parks Victoria launched the book
‘Sherbrooke Forest, its flora and history’ produced by the Friends group.

”
“Victoria’s National Parks - A Centenary History” was launched in September 2000 at Grants Picnic Ground,
Sherbooke Forest. We met its author
Esther Anderson there.

Esther and members of her family have
since visited Kurth Kiln several times.
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Parks Victoria Exchange trip for
Friends and Volunteers was held at
Kurth Kiln in October 2002. Following
Alfred’s talk about the Kiln’s history the
visitors walked the newly constructed
Thornton track.

In January 2003 Ralph Angelico arranged a visit to Egg Rock Fire Tower
where Peter Southcote, the fire look
out officer, explained how he communicates by radio with the other authorities
and fire-towers.

The Friends of Kurth Kiln submitted two
posters in a Parks Victoria photo competition in Kallista in October 2002.

We admired the panoramic views.
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The Friends of Bunyip State Park Buttongrass Track Opening was in October 2003, with Tammy Lobato MP.

Parks Victoria Fire Team visited Kurth
Kiln in March 2004.

In August 2004 Volunteers based at the
National Park Fern Tree Gully helped
Ralph to erect signs at Kurth Kiln.

Parks Victoria Gembrook Office often
held their Christmas Break ups at
Kurth Kiln. The Friends of Kurth Kiln
sometimes took part.
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In October 2005 Jim McNabb was
nominated by the Friends of Kurth Kiln
as a candidate for a Parks Victoria
Kookaburra Award. His environmental
work was recognised.

Unsafe trees often have to be removed. Never ending jobs are sawing up and removing the trees that
fall on the road and walking tracks.

Parks Victoria in April 2005 sent a volunteer group to help finish the planting
for the Australian Government Enviro
Fund project: Protection of Vegetation beside the Tomahawk Creek
in Kurth Kiln Park, with the Hoddles
Creek School students.

In April 2006 The National Parks
Advisory Council showed some
proposed bush tracks to be created.

In February 2008 Parks Victoria had a
farewell party for Ranger Roger Friar.

For the Christmas Break-up the Friends
of Kurth Kiln and Bunyip State Park
Gembrook Fauna and Flora Group and
Park Rangers joined together, often at
Kurth Kiln, Egg Rock or Mortimer Park.
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In July 2008 Bernice Dowing organised
a briefing session at Bushy Park before
the Friends of Kurth Kiln helped out at
the Royal Melbourne Show.

At the show in September Ralph and
Naomi from Parks Victoria Gembrook
Office and Ursula and Alfred from the
Friends of Kurth Kiln attended.

In May 2007 Parks Victoria hosted
a volunteering information day
at the Dandenong National Park
Education Centre. The Friends of
Kurth Kiln were invited to join in and
bring our portable display board.

Since then the Friends of Kurth Kiln
have helped at the show each year.
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In June 2009 Ralph and Steve Birkett
(Ranger for the Friends of Dandenong Police Paddocks) arranged for
the group to come and visit Kurth Kiln.

The Green Corps Launch was in July
2008

On 2009 Ray, from Parks Victoria,
organised a group of Staff and Rangers from the Dandenong area to install
new signs on the tracks.

Parks Victoria Contractors came regularly to cut the grass in the picnic areas.

Parks Victoria Firefighters held a
seminar and BBQ in July 2009.
In 2009 we attended a Melbourne
Water Seminar at Parks Victoria Office
in Westerfolds Park in Templestowe, on
the subject “Planning for environmental change in the Yarra Catchment”
with many guest speakers.
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Outings for Volunteer groups

Since 2006 Bernice Dowling, Melbourne Region Volunteer Coordinator
Parks Victoria, has arranged many
interesting and informative outings.

2006
In May: to the Forest Creek Historic
Gold Diggings in Castlemaine, where
a huge Charcoal gas producer, coupled
to a twin Ruston Hornsby engine, powered a four inch water cannon to blast
the gold-bearing hillside and create a
slurry into a settling pond.

In November we were invited to
a Twilight Stroll and BBQ dinner
at Lysterfield Lake. On the Tramline Track we saw the historic tramline trolley loaded with huge rocks.

2007
Afternoon coffee at the Sky High
Restaurant on Mount Dandenong in
May where we met a number of Parks
Victoria personnel.

And in November we enjoyed a Twilight stroll & dinner at Jells Park.
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2008
In May at Westerfolds Park we looked
at the indigenous nursery and walked
along the Yarra River where Cam
Beardsell, a renowned naturalist, pointed out various native plants, before a
BBQ dinner at the Rangers Office.

2009
A tour and afternoon tea at Nepean
National Park in May was a fantastic
experience. The historic fortifications

and the guns at Fort Nepean, awesome.

.
In November we walked through and
admired the colourful flowers at the
National Rhododendron Gardens,
At Jells Park in November before
dinner Ranger David Collins led a walk
and related the Jells Parks history.

followed by another dinner event at the
Sky High Restaurant.

In May 2010 We went to William Ricketts Sanctuary and had dinner at the
Mt Dandenong Hotel and in November
visited the Werribee Mansion.
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Bus Tours in the Parks

On a Flower Walk in September 2000
we visited George and Alvina’s Heritage Garden on Weatherhead Road in
Tynong.

Wildflower and Heritage Tours

Dave Drangsholt organised four Heritage Bus Trips through Kurth Kiln
Regional Park and Bunyip State Park.
The first one was in October 2000, followed by the Christmas Break up tour
in December 2000. The other two were
in 2001, one in August, the other in
November. On the tours Dave and local historian and member of the Friends
Group, Bill Parker, explained the area’s
history and its different vegetations.

We learned about the history of Gilwell
Park, Ship Rock Falls, the Cloverdell
Sawmill, Beenak Cemetery and the
Red Letter Box Tree (where we stopped
to take a photo of the group with John
Waghorn - who helped Bill research the
history).

We heard the story of the gruesome
murder of Albert Wills and Grace and
Pearl Dodds by James Dodds in 1951
at Basans Corner.
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At Mount Beenak School we stopped
and looked at the plaque, which can still
be seen today high up on the huge pine
tree. On other stops we heard of:

•

Tin mining carried out near Fishers
Track
Hogan and Kilpatrick’s mill near
•
Tomahawk Gap.
Dave’s father who worked for the
•
Forestry Commission and surveyed
Ash Landing Road in 1960.
Egg Rock and the Fire Tower - an•
other fascinating story.
We climbed up to Bowman’s Track, and
looked at the remnants of Mrs. Janet
Bowman’s Coachhouse. The track was
build in 1861-62 when the new goldfields were discovered in Jericho, near
Woods Point.

On Black Snake Creek Road we admired the Spanish Heath, and along the
Black Snake Valley Hakea and Banksia
and the protected Australian Grass Tree
communities growing in abundance.

Near Gabriel’s Mill we heard the story
of Frank Gabriel and his brother-in-law
Vito Ventura’s renowned vocal arguments. Located beside Ash Landing
Road is Russell Mill Nr 1,where Bill
Parker related the story of how he built
the 8 ft deep, 40 ft by 14 ft dug-out in
1931. It took Bill, then aged 26, with
his two-horse team and his offsider 20
days. The dug-out could accommodate
40 people in an emergency.

Russell No 2 Mill situated on a tributary
of Russell’s Creek only operated for a
short time between 1940 and 1942.
At the Lawless Mill at Lawless Tack Bill
told us that he once allowed a team of
12 bullocks from Mr Ernie Lawless to
eat grass on his Belvedere property.
At the disused Sandpit, we learned
•
that it had supplied sand for the
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Cardinia Dam construction and local road surfacing.

•
•

•

•

We watched a released Koala climb
a tree while having lunch at Dyer’s
Picnic Ground.
We learned that with the completion
of Russell’s tramline into the Black
Snake Valley in 1926, a number
of sawmills moved into the area
including Fred and Maurie Dyer’s.
We drove past Anderson’s Track
and Freemans Mill near the weir,
were David Ure came out to work
in 1899.
Under the Powerline Easement we
heard about Donna Clarke’s survey.

We travelled beside the Melbourne
Water Aqueduct access track –an area
normally closed to the public.

In Tonimbuk, Mike Harrison, author of
“Wild Deer of Australia” and “Sambar The Magnificent Deer” told us about the
Bunyip Sambar Deer project. Then we
visited the Helmeted Honeyeater site.

•

In the Labertouche area Alvina Smith
identified many of the plants in flower,
including the Boronia mulleri.

•

•
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On Tonimbuk Road we looked at
the steel Charcoal Burning Kiln,
(With a Parks Victoria grant, the
Friends of Kurth Kiln, fenced it
in and installed an interpretation
board in July 2009, see page 53).
At Camphora (which we learnt
was once a girls’ camp) during the
depression men on the dole worked
under Tom Williams and Bill Russell
cutting firewood for the needy.
Mortimer Park, Bill said, was the
site of Mortimer Mill, the first Sawmill in Gembrook, which operated
from 1898 to 1903.

Highlights after 2009

In 2010 Soldiers Road was widened.

Many snippets of information came to
light during the drives. We learned
99 sawmills operated in the area
•
over the last 100 years,
Internees and local people worked
•
the Charcoal Mill at Charlie’s during
the peak of the depression (19301932).
• The Steering Wheel Track was so
named because a tree grew inside
a discarded steering wheel. How
the tree had survived was a mystery.
•
At the end of Steering Wheel Track
is Burgess Track, named after Burgess, the bulldozer driver.
• The Four Brothers situated in the
Black Snake Valley Range, are a
group of granitic rocks with sweeping views.

The drive was gravelled in January

Roadworks were carried out on the
Beenak Road and Shepherd Creek
Road crossing in July. Huge trees were
removed to clear the area.

All the tours were fascinating and we
thank David for the time he spend in
organising and conducting the tours.
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Contractors installed huge concrete
pipes deep down to channel the Shepherds Creek under Beenak Road.
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The logs were transported to Parks
Victoria Kurth Kiln Depot where Rodney Stevens and Dean Binstead, with
a portable sawmill, cut the logs into
planks. The planks were later used to
make picnic tables and benches.

2011 in February 250mm of rain fell
overnight and the Tomahawk Creek at
Kurth Kiln looked as wide as the Yarra!

The heavy seasonal rain also caused
havoc to many walking tracks. In May
a huge tree fell over on the Tomahawk
Creek Track and it roots ripped a deep
hole across the walking path.

Andy Musgrove and the crew from
Parks Victoria cut off the tree trunk and
made a new pass between the root and
the tree trunk.

Page

103

In June Andrew Musgrove took the
Kurth Kiln, Bunyip State Park and
Hoddles Creek Friends groups on a
bus tour to view the vigorous regrowth
of vegetation at the Bunyip Ridge Fire
area. On the way we saw many newly
installed gates controlling access.

In July a dangerous, rotting tree, next
to the laundry hut in the Caretakers
Compound was removed

Friends groups visits Rickett’s Sanctuary Mount Dandenong in Dec. 2010
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Talks and
Presentations
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2000

On Easter Saturday David Drangsholt
(our Contact Ranger) gave a talk about
the Kiln’s history and the diversity of
Fauna and Flora in Kurth Kiln Park.
This was followed by Alfred Klink
speaking about the aims and endeavours of the Friends of Kurth Kiln Group.

2001
Jim McNabb at the Klink’s home gave
a talk about Owls. Jim spoke about the
Powerful, the Masked, Sooty and Barn
Owls. After the talk Jim took the group
for a night walk looking for owls.

Dave Drangsholt gave a presentation
about his New Zealand work experiences. Amongst other things Dave
was involved in preserving species
such as the Kiwi, Kia and Weka flightless birds.

Dave Drangsholt, at the home of Riet
and Henk Bouck, gave a talk about his
stay in New Zealand. He spent the first
six months in Marlborough being in
charge of biodiversity threats and the
second six months in Canterbury creating a safe environment for endangered
species.
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Jim Thomas gave a talk about the
history and the Recovery Project of the
Helmeted Honeyeaters.

2002
Brett Mitchell gave a talk about Aboriginal Sites and artefacts collected in
Kurth Kiln and Bunyip State Park.

2004
Rick Lawson, Department of Primary
Industries spoke about the “Wild Dog
Action Plan” and ways to control them.

Marcus White spoke several times
about the technicalities of Gas Producers at the Kurth Kiln Heritage Festivals.

2003
Paul Roberts talked about Tall Trees
and the art of collecting their statistics.

Jim McNabb gave a talk, and showed
a video, about wombat tracking.
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2008
Alfred gave a talk about Kurth Kiln and
the Friends of Kurth Kiln activities, at
the Belgrave View Club.

The City of Booroondara held a Seniors Week event at Kurth Kiln where
various talks were presented.

Under the roof of the Big Shed, Don
Bartlett from Engineering Heritage
Victoria, gave a presentation on Gas
Producers titled ‟Running on Empty”.

The local community was invited.

Andrew, from Go for your Life

Parks Victoria and DSE held a Firefighters Seminar at Kurth Kiln followed
by an end of the year BBQ.
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2009
Simone and Claire, Fire Learning
Network Facilitator DSE, organised a
Fire Education seminar at Hails’ home.
Andy Musgrove showed a Power-Point
presentation of the effects of the fire.

Articles for Newsletters and
Magazines

We promoted Kurth Kiln with articles in
newsletters and magazines, including:
• The Age
•
Local Newsletters
•
Pakenham Leader
•
Pakenham Gazette
•
Ranges Trader
•
Friends of Bunyip SP newsletter
•
Gembrook Times
•
Royal Auto Magazine
•
Signpost
•
Parks Victoria publications.
•
Friends of Coal Creek newsletter
During the ten years many journalists
and photographers came to Kurth Kiln
to write a story or promote the festival.
Greg Videon, editor, Gembrook Times,
reporting the Friends group’s activities
regularly and advertised our Festivals.

In April 2007 he wrote an article called
Old-time Energy Alternative.

Paul Edward, Freelance writer Royal
Auto getting the right angle on the Kiln.
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Heritage Festivals
A festival needs many volunteers and supporters. The Friends of Kurth Kiln are
grateful to all the people who have donated their time and resources to make the
events a success. The list is endless. We thank Parks Victoria, especially Ralph,
our contact Ranger, the many people who bring their animals, machinery, tools,
and displays, the groups with stalls, the people who entertain the visitors with the
mock bank robbery and those who entertain the adults and children with music
and games. A big thank you also to the unseen hands, people who donate goods
and articles, assist with the organising and help out on the day - we thank them all
and value their input; but most of all we thank the public for their support.
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Kurth Kiln Festival History

The first Kurth Kiln Festival took place
on the weekend of April 13th and 14th
2002 and was called “Beyond the big
Smoke”. The suggestion came from
Ray Boatman, President National Trust
Australia, Dandenong Ranges Branch.

He was looking for a location away
from the city with a group there to host
such an event. Dick Cleary and Kerry
Bonica, members of the Friends of
Kurth Kiln group, took on the task of
organising our first festival.
It was a huge success and the group
decided to make a Kurth Kiln Heritage
Festival in autumn an annual event.

The Pakenham-Berwick Gazette photographer taking pictures for promoting the festival in the papers. Here is
Hanna with her spinning wheel
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Since then, thanks to our volunteers
and supporters, the festival has gone
from strength to strength, with more
people participating each year.

The second festival took place on 17th
& 18th May 2003. It was decided to call
it “Friendship Festival” and the group
invited all the local volunteer Friends
Groups to participate.
The Festival was opened by Tammy
Lobato MP, the local member for Gembrook.

Dick Cleary and Kerri Bonica organised
a mock bank robbery. Hilda Holtz was

the Teller. The robbers cleaned up the
bank whilst Hilda screamed for the constables, who promptly arrived and soon
afterwards horse hoofs echoed along
Soldiers Road as the robbers, chased
by the Constables, galloped away from
the scene of the crime.

Again it went well, however the Friends
of Kurth Kiln felt that a two-day event
was too ambitious and decided that the
Saturday should in future be used as
a preparation day, where participants
could meet and set-up in a relaxed
atmosphere.
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To further promote the heritage that is
Kurth Kiln, it was decided to call the
next festival, on 18th April 2004, the
Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival.

It won the “Cardinia Community Event
of the Year” Award. Organiser Dick
Cleary accepted the award on behalf
of the Friends of Kurth at the Australia
Day celebration on Wednesday 26th
January 2005 at the Cultural Centre
in Pakenham. The name “Heritage
Festival” was found to be well received
by the public and was adopted as the
permanent title.

Mayor Cr. Graeme Legge with Dick.

Page 114

Dick and Kerri posing with the Award.

On April 10th 2005, our 4th Festival
was again well attended, with the mock
bank-robbery staged by our Highland
friends a certain crowd pleaser. A surprise hot-spell brought an unexpected
total fire ban which prevented the
damper making and blacksmith demonstrations, but it did not dampen the
spirit of the participants and visitors.

The festival was opened by the Mayor
of Cardinia, Cr Garry Runge. Then he
and the guests were treated to some
poetry from the “town crier” Phil Cleary,
about the local larrikin (and bank-robber) Gembrook Jim.

A new attraction were the three giant
Clydesdales pulling both sled and cart
The 18th century “pat” horse was patted
and stroked all day.
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The Heritage Festival 2 April 2006

A magnet for both children and adults
were the cute little native animals
brought to the festival by the Maryknoll
Animal Rescue team.

Both Greg Young, Ranger in Charge
Parks Victoria Gembrook Office, and
Cardinia Mayor Cr. Bill Ronald in their
speeches endorsed the festival

After the demonstration the sheepshearer gave the fleece to the spinners
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Molly and friend with their respective
weapons to chase away the robbers.

The 2007 Heritage Festival on 22 April
was again opened by Tammy Lobato,
Member of Gembrook

George Millman and Garry Fitzgerald
brought their axe display and demonstrated the art of sawing, and Molly
chased away the bank robbers!
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The 2008 Heritage Festival was held
on 6 April and opened by Bill Parker,
Friends of Kurth Kiln senior member.

Bernice Dowling, Parks Victoria Melbourne Region Volunteer Coordinator.
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The Festival on 19 April 2009 had to
be downgraded to an Open Day due to
the serious bushfires in February. Many
of the usual contributors and participants who lived in the Kinglake, Yarra
Glen and Flowerdale had been badly
affected by the fires. There were many
sad stories. Kurth Kiln Park was closed
after Black Saturday (7 February) for
a couple of months. In April there were
still concerns with having large crowds
in the bush and promotion of the event
had to be limited.

A new edition was Doug, with his array
of ploughs, axes and other interesting
heritage items.

The ladies were
fascinated with
Doug’s books,
especially his old
recipe books.
Each year the visitors were treated to
the Huskies Race along Soldiers Road.
The Australian Red Cross Hoddles
Creek Red Unit again provided the
catering throughout the day.
For the first few years the Friends of
Kurth Kiln had catered for both visitors
and volunteers. Since 2006 the Red
Cross does the catering for the visitors.

Nola Ledbury and George Russell have
always helped at our festivals.

Before and after the race, children and
adults like to pat the friendly Huskies
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Visitors & Visiting
Visitors

During our first ten years many interesting groups came to
Kurth Kiln. Here are some of the events.
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1999
Amongst our first visitors, in September
1999, were Councillors and members
of the Cardinia Shire. The Friends of
Kurth Kiln seeding grant from the Shire
of Cardinia helped them start off the
Friends Group.

2001 Visitors included:
Jim and Pam McNabb, members of
the Friends of Kurth Kiln group, invited
the group to their wedding vows affirmation, held behind the kiln.

The first big event at Kurth Kiln was
a family BBQ afternoon. It was called
“Let’s go bush” and organised by the
Puffing Billy Country Tourism Inc
together with Parks Victoria.

Bob Farr and Tammy Volta from the
Gembrook Township Planning Committee came in November 1999.
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Genezzano Father’s Association
Father and Daughter Camp.

The first school group to visit us was
the St Auburn North Primary School
students who stayed at Cooinda Lodge
(seen here looking at the waterwheel).

2002 Visitors included:
The Siberian Huskies Club held a
training session at Kurth Kiln

The Westenders Vintage Car Club
The Hand Tool Preservation Club
held their Christmas Break-up here

A Gembrook Primary School Field
Trip and activities day.

and the Pakenham Rotary Club also
had their Christmas BBQ at Kurth Kiln.

Gembrook Flora and Fauna Group

John Waghorn a retired Australia Post
employee (the historian who helped
with the Beenak Post Office research)
and his wife Phyllis, joined in the
Friends Christmas break up.
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The Fire Brigade demonstration day,
to test and show off new equipment.

2003 Visitors included:
The Vintage Drivers Club came with
their beautifully preserved cars.

Chelsea Historical Society

Students from Bethany School,
Cincinnati, Ohio, a Cockatoo Primary
ISSE exchange group.

50 refugees & asylum seekers associated with the Trinity Uniting Church.

Monbulk District Christian School.

One of many Kurth Kiln Weddings
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2004 Visitors included:
The Ware family from Creswick brought
their exchange student from Germany for an outing and then David Peck,
President of the Gembrook Tourism
Group came with his classic car.

Gisborne Steam & Engine Society

The Nobelius Heritage Park Society

Peter Lange, President of the Temple
Society on a visit from Germany
The Knox Historical Society,
Clarrie Talbot organised the group’s
visit. Over the years Clarrie sent many
interesting gas producers articles

Arlan Coach tours refugees group.

The Morris Minor Club

The Flat Tyre Flyers Mountain Bike
Club Race.
Australian Red Cross Hoddles Creek
Unit
On 4 March 2004 twenty
five members had their
Red Cross meeting at
Kurth Kiln, followed by
lunch and a talk about
the Kiln site. Since then, members of
the Hoddles Creek Read Cross have
come regularly to Kurth Kiln, bringing
their stall to the Heritage Festivals and
catering for the Festival visitors.
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2005 Visitors included:
The National Trust Berwick Branch
and also the King’s Club Four Wheel
Drive.
The Siberian Huskies Club of Victoria held the first of many formal races.
Jason Wood, Federal MP, visited us.

2006 Visitors included:
Another wedding at Kurth Kiln

Friends of Rhododendron Garden

The Balwyn Scout Group

Russian Group had several Festivals
The Anaconda Group and other
camping stores had regular camps and
training sessions at Kurth Kiln
Southcoast Christian School stayed
at Lyrebird Park. It was one of many
school groups brought by Warren and
Chen Lu Williams, (members of Kurth
Kiln and who run Lyrebird Park).
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First Fern Tree Gully Scout Group

Georgina Rouette, Regional Exhibition Initiative Manager, Melbourne
Museum at the Caretakers Hut

National Parks Advisory Council

Lasseter Rovers Scout Camp

Pelican Getaways ‟Over 55 Travellers Club” enjoy their Kurth Kiln visit

Pelican Getaways ‟Mystery Trip”

The ‟T” Model Ford Club visited
Kurth Kiln on the cold and wet Queens
Birthday weekend

The Subaru Club on a Drive and Talk

Gembrook Fauna & Flora Group
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School groups from Halls Outdoor
Education have been regular visitors
to Kurth Kiln, camping and conducting
adventure activities.

2007 Visitors included:
Victorian Endurance Ride Trails
Cross Country Adventure Group
Friends of Rhododendron Garden
Russian Group weekend festival
Land Rover Club of Victoria
Brian Petrie from the Gembrook Fire
Brigade and a group of fire fighters

Professor Kurth relatives, Lynn and
her daughter on a Kurth Kiln visit

Anaconda again held a Weekend
Field Seminars at Kurth Kiln
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Greg Videon Gembrook Times

Cherry Tree Retirement Village

`Dandenong National Trust

Hoddles Creek Red Cross came to
discuss festival catering

Victorian National Park Association
Geoff Durham and thirteen National
Parks Association members came and
were very interested in the complex
and the scientific techniques of producing and using charcoal for fuel.
A number of the group felt the Kurth
Kiln site was quite different to anything
they had seen before. All agreed that
Kurth Kiln was a unique and valuable
historical asset.

First Camberwell South Scouts

There were many questions on the tour
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Sherbrooke Forest District Cubs
naming the exercise ‟Go Gilwell”.

Russian Festival and Russian Senior
Citizens Group

In December Kim and Rex held their
wedding in the Caretakers Compound
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2008 Visitors included:
in January Byron, Vicki and Isabella
Kurth from Queensland came with
Dorothy Kurth.

Belgrave Heights Christian School

Monbulk Christian School

Ian Penrose, Yarra Riverkeeper Association, inspects Tomahawk Creek

Our Ladies Church Ringwood ‟Time
On” Club

Don and Catherine Bartlett

Sue Harvey, great, great, granddaughter of James and Mary Hunter
(Beenak Post Office), who wrote about
the Beenak Settlement.
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Greg Young, Ranger in Charge PV
Gembrook, brought his lovingly restored Chevrolet truck.

Monash University Gippsland Outdoor Education & Enviro Studies

Yarra Valley U3A
The Russian Festival
Fire Fighters Management Seminar,
Training and BBQ.

Kurth Kiln Melbourne Cup Weekend
Gary set up his outdoor theatre under
the roof of the Big Shed, to show the
film “The Man from Snowy River”.
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Friends Groups Christmas Party
Fred, from the Friends of Bunyip State
Park, checks out Heritage Items.

2009 Visitors included:
Gembrook Market Committee
‟Thank You” party
The Gembrook Market Committee
has over the years invited the Friends
Group to bring our display to the Gembrook Market, and even provided a
free stall space in July. They have also
given grants to local non-profit groups,
including the Friends of Kurth Kiln.

Gembrook Senior Citizens lunch

Heathmont Ladies’ Probus Club

Ringwood Clock Tower Day Club
Esther Anderson and her son John

Belgrave Heights Christian School
Friends of Dandenong Police Paddocks at Kurth Kiln
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Don and Catherine Bartlett visit

The Probus Club of Edithvale

Upper Yarra Probus Club Alan Reardon read out a poem called “Oldies”.
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Gembrook Cockatoo Pony Club
held Time Trails yearly in May and
November. Often the Friends of Kurth
Kiln opened up the shed and huts and
showed the visitors around.

Filming of the “Saddle Club”
September 2000 saw Kurth Kiln picnic
ground turn into a Film Studio producing scenes for the “Saddle Club”.
Kurth Kiln looked like a war zone. The
producers, actors, horses all needed
accommodation and meal, power and
lighting. All had to be transported to the
site.

School Groups, Scout Groups, Family
and Friend Groups all types of groups,
including business and individuals enjoy visiting and camping at Kurth Kiln.

Brett Tucker standing beside the Camp
fire.
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VISITING
Over the years many interesting invitations were extended
to the Friends of Kurth Kiln. We met fascinating individuals,
active groups, shared many stories, ideas and thoughts and
learned much valuable information.

Page 136

2000: we visited:
We looked at Gas Producers as well as
a huge range of Heritage Machinery at
Mill Valley Ranch

Emerald Museum, in the Nobelius
Heritage Park.

2001: we visited:
Gembrook Town meeting at the Puffing
Billy Station.

Gembrook Business Group dinner at
the Ranges Hotel.
2002: we visited:
Since 2002 the Friends of Kurth Kiln
have had a permanent display at the
Gembrook Puffing Billy Station.

Puffing Billy Centenary Day, Gembrook

Since 2002 the Shire of Cardinia has
invited the Friends group each year to
the Mayoral Volunteer Reception.

Upper Yarra Action Group Opening of
the Fishers Loop Walking Track.
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2003: we visited:
The Chelsea Historical Society museum at the Chelsea Courthouse.

Knox Historical Society, Ambleside
Park in Fern Tree Gully.

Tammy Lobato MP Media Release
of Sealing the Gembrook LaunchingPlace Road function at Gilwell Park.

Yarra Ranges Learning and Strategy
Launch in Lilydale.

Kurth Kiln member, Rosemary Beth
Rem, “Bending the Limits” basketry exhibition at the Cardinal Cultural Centre.
2004: we visited:
Donna Clark’s, Deacon University Field
Work Completion BBQ at Gilwell.
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Shire of Cardinia’s Grants Information
Seminar.

Launch of the Port Phillip and Western
Port Regional Catchment Strategy, at
the Zinc Building in Federation Square.

2005: we visited:
Rosemary Beth Basketry exhibition at
the Burringa Gallery Upwey.

Talk show on 88.3 Southern FM to
promote Kurth Kiln.
Shire of Yarra Ranges“Thank You”
Christmas Party at Lilydale Lake.
Cardinia Environment Coalition
Gembrook Township Volunteer Dinner
2006: we visited:
Gembrook Historic Walk display discussion.

“How do you identify Eucalypts and
Acacia Species” at Montrose Library.

Australia Day Cocktail Night at Cardinia
Cultural Centre.
Celebrating volunteers, at Cardinia
Community Centre.
‟Bright Idea - what’s next” Seminar at
the Melbourne Museum.

Learned about model community museum touring exhibition at the Lilydale
Museum’s Yarra Ranges ‟Playing to
Win” seminar.
Tammy Lobato invited the Friends to
the ‟Premier event for the Outer East”.
Public Records Office Victoria
searching for Kurth Kiln records.

State of the Yarra Catchment Seminar
at the Manningham Function Centre
Doncaster.
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Port Phillip and Western Port Bay
CMA Grant Writing Seminar.

Sue Jarvis ‟City Perspectives” exhibition. One of the paintings below.

2007: we visited:
Shire of Yarra Ranges volunteer
‟Thank-you” BBQ in Lilydale.

Ed McNabb gave a talk ‟Creatures of
the Night” at Selby Community House.

Gembrook Historic Walk ‟A step
back in time” official opening.

Gembrook Township Volunteers dinner
at Charlottes.

Shire of Cardinia Grant Writing Seminar at Cardinia Cultural Centre, where
the Cardinian Embroidery (including
Gembrook and the Kiln) is displayed.

Cardinia Environment Coalition AGM.
Alfred promoted the historic Kurth Kiln
and the Friends Groups activities on
Yarra Valley 99.1 Radio Station
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Shire of Cardinia Volunteer Reception.

2008: we visited:
Charline Hosemans invited the Friends
to speak about the upcoming festival
on 99.1 Yarra Valley FM Radio Station
in Woori-Yallock.

‟Introduction to Growing Native Plants”
session at the Southern Dandenong
Community Nursery at Birdsville.

Cardinia Shire & Sth East Development
(Melb) ACC Grant Writing Seminar.

Lilydale Expo Display.

Shire of Yarra Ranges ‟Enviro Volleys
Thank you Party”.
Don Bartlett’s, Engineering Heritage
Victoria, talk on ‟Producer Gas & the
Motorist in North Melbourne.

Port Phillip and Western Port CMA
‟Power of Numbers’, exploring community collaboration Forum.
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100 Mile Dinner, to launch Environment
Day Celebration at Killara Estate organised by the Shire of Yarra Ranges.
All ingredients for the 5 star dinner
were grown within a 100 mile radius.

‟Conserving our landscape in a changing World” at Yarra Glen Race Course
a forum organised by the Shire of Yarra
Ranges.

Mark Cairns, Zoologist/Ecologist ‟An introduction to the Assessment of Faunal
Diversity at the Property Scale” at the
Puffing Billy Station in Gembrook.

Cardinia Mayoral Reception.
Port Phillip and Western Port Bay
CMA Landcare Awards at the Federal
Square Zinc Building, where Landcare
awards were presented to individuals
and groups actively involved in caring
for our waterways.

Melbourne Water ‟Making Connections” Program discussions at The
Country Place in Kalorama. Future waterways developments were discussed.

Sue Javis Exhibition at the Walker Gallery in Dandenong.
Tammy Lobato MP invited the Friends
to her Christmas break-up.
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2009: we visited:
the Landcare Expo at Caulfield and
attended the seminars with our display.

Posed with guest speaker Joan Kirner,
cofounder of the Landcare Group.

Craft Group Spin-In, Community Hall.

Opening Ceremony of new Gembrook Primary School Buildings.

Gembrook Community Centre Official
Opening. Local Groups were invited to
promote themselves.

We were asked to bring the “Got em
all” game, donated to the group by
Merle Matthisen, and which has been
an attraction for children at each of the
Kurth Kiln Heritage Festivals.

Gembrook Community Centre Upgrade

Natural Resource Conservation League
in Warburton.
We celebrated the 100 Year St Silas
Church in Gembrook with the Parkers.
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Gembrook Market

2005
In September we promoted Kurth Kiln
with the Display and Pamphlets

2007
We participated in the ‟Community
Clearance Sale” where we made approximately $30.00. It was a good opportunity to promote Kurth Kiln. Many
visitors came and looked at our display,
asked questions and showed interest.

In December we attended the Twilight
Market with a display and Movable
Cultural Heritage Items and stayed for
the Carols by Candlelight
2008
Again we took part in the ‟Community
Clearance Sale” with the Display Board

2006
In December we attended the Twilight
Market with our display, and took part
in the Carols by Candlelight. There we
were officially advised by the Gembrook Market Committee that we had
received a grant for a bar fridge.
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2009
In January we took our Display to the
market and also received a $180.00
Gembrook Market grant for chairs.

Our portable Display Board

In 2006-7 the Friends of Kurth Kiln were successful in a Community Strengthening & Volunteering Department of Victorian Communities grant application for a
portable display board.

The board was first displayed in the
Shire of Lilydale Offices in February

•
•

then at other functions such as:
• Pakenham Library
• Emerald Library

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Parks Victoria Volunteering Information Day at the Dandenong
National Park Education Centre.
Shire of Yarra Ranges Expo at
Lilydale Lake
Cardinia Environment Coalition
Gembrook Market
Gembrook Craft Group Spin-In
Shire of Yarra Ranges Functions
Shire of Cardinia Functions
Landcare Expo at Caulfield
Gembrook Railway Station
Gembrook Community Centre
Gembrook Co-Op
Natural Resources Conservation
League in Warburton.
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Walking Clubs
Over the years many walking clubs have come to Kurth Kiln for bush-walks. The
Kurth Kiln Regional Park has a variety of short and long walks in a picturesque,
natural environment. Ursula and Beverley from the Friends of Kurth Kiln enjoy
showing the groups the many different tracks. A number of walking clubs have the
area on their schedules and come regularly. Groups coming for the first time are
often interested in the history of the Kiln and Alfred enjoys giving them a talk,
either before or after the walks.
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Diamond Valley Walking Club
In November 2001 the Diamond Valley
group came to walk.
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The Pakenham Walking Club
They have walked at Kurth Kiln two
times each year.

East Gippsland Walking Club
The East Gippsland Walking Group
came in July 2002. They, like many
walking groups, offered two walking
options; a short and a long walk.

Their leaders plotted the walks on a
contour map (shown below), green for
the long walk and yellow for the short
walk.
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Melbourne University Walking Club
Jean Allison and her sister Robin, who
are also members of the Pakenham
Bush Walking Club organised two
walks: Robin led a short walk along the
Tomahawk Creek Track and Jean a
long walk to Ship Rock Falls via Monkhouse Dam.

The Ramblers Walking Club

Each year Paul Berger organises
a Sunday bush walk at Kurth Kiln

Jean with her map of the area.
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Barney’s Bushies Walking Club

The Barney’s Bushies walked on a cold
and rainy day to Ship Rock Falls. Before heading off they, like many groups,
enjoyed a cup of morning tea at the kiln
Donna Dash Hiking Challenge
On another cold and wet day, 55
scouts, 20 venturers, 20 rovers and 20
leaders massed at Kurth Kiln.

Senior Citizen Weeks Walks
The Friends of Kurth Kiln regularly
host Seniors Walks at Kurth Kiln during
Seniors Week in October.
The 2008 Seniors Week was very
well attended. The City of Boroondara brought a bus load of Seniors to
participate in the “Go for Life” Seniors
walk. The numbers swelled by people
reading about the event. Alfred gave
a talk about the history of Kurth Kiln,
Andrew from “Go for your life” spoke
about healthy lifestyles and passed out
showbags with healthy recipes, pedometers and Tee shirts.
The Melbourne Bush Walking Club
came to lead the long walk and the
Friends of Kurth Kiln led the short walk.

Everyone, who went for a walk was
rewarded with a chocolate treat.
The excitement was high!

Andrew demonstrates the pedometers
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The Cherry Tree Retirement Village
Seniors Walks.

Over 50 Walking Club of Ringwood
Jim & Kathy Levitt have regularly
brought the Over 50’s Walking Group
to Kurth Kiln. All the members of the
small group were excellent walkers.

Sue Allen Walking Group

The group came in a 20 seater mini
bus, walked the Tomahawk Creek
Track and enjoyed looking at the wild
flowers along the track before having
lunch at Kurth Kiln.
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Tynong North Walking Club.

Mountain District Walking Club.
The Mountain District Group comes
twice annually. We have walked in fog,
rain and sunshine.
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Probus Club of Warragul.
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Boroondara Walking Club.
The Boroondara Walking Club is also a
regular visitor.

The Templer Walking Club enjoys
many walks and talks at Kurth Kiln.

Wonthaggi Walking Club.
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The Victorian National Parks
Association
Geoff Durham from the VNP Association organised and managed the “Walk,
Talk and Gawk” event

Melbourne Walking Club
After Alfred’s talk and a tour around the
Kiln site, a short and a long walk was
offered to the walkers.

Ursula welcomes Ted Porter, group
leader and Lisa Klink’s (Friends of
Kurth Kiln member) father.

In the morning Alfred showed the
group around the Kiln site and in the
afternoon Ursula took them on a 10 km
walk past fern, magnificent eucalyptus,
Hazel Pommaderris saplings & orchids

Prof. Bill Bonwick, President of the
Melbourne Walking Club, presenting
Alfred with a donation for Kurth Kiln.
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Knox Life Activities Walking Club
The group came on a wet and rainy
day. Eleven of their members braved
the wet and cold conditions to walk to
Ship Rock Falls On their way back they
had a nice refreshing cup of tea and
biscuits at Klink’s home.

Friends of Dandenong Police
Paddocks at Kurth Kiln.

Glen Waverley Walking Club.

The Hash House Harriers.

The Hash House Harriers run and walk
in the late evening at Kurth Kiln.
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Yarra Valley Secondary College.

On the walk we saw the “Children First
Foundation” Camel Expedition.
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Peregrine Walking Club.
from South Gippsland & Bass Strait.

Strzelecki Bushwalking Club.

Hawthorn U3A Walking Club.
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Melbourne Bushwalking Group.
(Different group to Melbourne Walking
Group). Grahame who organised the
walk thanking Alfred with a bottle of
home made wine.
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Kurth Kiln Regional Park, with its many and varied walking tracks,
its bubbling creeks and natural bush vegetation
is well worth a visit in any season.
Here, where tall tree-tops sway in the gentle breeze and dabbled
sunlight falls through the leafs,
where black cockatoos sail majestically overhead
and honeyeaters feed in the understory, your sense of wonder
at the beauty of it all re-unites you with nature.
The serene, natural beauty of Monkhouse Dam
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As you close this book, dear reader, please give a thought
to our native bush-land friends, who, in their own creative
ways shape our environment and, with their numbers and
their diversity are a measure of the health of our parks.

The Tomahawk Creek
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