
 

 
 

 
 

Welcome to our new members and hope you enjoy reading our Newsletter – The Kiln Issue 26. This has been a very busy time around 
the Kiln, the highlight being another one of our very successful ‘Heritage Festival’. Some of these activities are showcased in this 
newsletter along with a recount of the story of the Kiln re-enacted by the The Woodlands Players with Sue Wright and Michael Howes 
performing next to the kiln itself. 
Parks Victoria has been extremely busy over the summer period. As you enter Kurth Kiln you will notice the visitor’s information booth 
upgrade, the Beenak Road and Soldiers Road repair with the completion of the Shepherd Creek Road Bridge, a brand new toilet block, 
track signage, and many other maintenance projects that add comfort to all park visitors. 
Exciting partnerships with Wandin Rotary, Melbourne Water, and the Swinburne TAFE have resulted in some very exciting projects 
with both a heritage and environmental focus.  
 

RANGERS REPORT 
Hello all 
Well winter has well and truly kicked in this year again and for us at the Gembrook Parks depot we are busy finalising budgets and 
planning and preparing for the next 12 months.  Before moving forward I want to just reflect of what a massive (financial) year we have 
had. 
Some of the highlights include –  

 Labertouche Planting Day – 900 plants and 30+ participants revegetating the Labertouche Bushland Reserve. 
 Installation of new Interpretive Signage along the Mortimer Nature Trail. 
 Linking walking track between Bunyip State Park and Kurth Kiln Regional Park called Bench Rest Track. 
 Clearing trees of the Management Vehicle Only tracks from recent storm damage 
 Another successful Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival. 

The list goes on, and all of these events were the results of your volunteer dedication and efforts.  Across the Gembrook area we had a 
massive 3759 volunteer hours recorded for the last financial year.  An amazing effort by all involved. 
The next 12 months will continue to be busy for us at Gembrook.  Some of the recent projects that we have been working on include: 

 Fuel breaks in the Wrights Forest nearly complete – allowing easier maintenance of Strategic Fuel Breaks for Bush fire 
Preparedness. 

 Flood Recovery Program is about 70% complete and has stopped over the winter months.  This project has seen improvement 
works for roads and track across our network. 

 Lawsons Falls Walking Track has been completed and working well.     
 Heritage Horse trail planning is still under way 
 Pest Plant spraying 
 Completion of single pedestal unit Toilet Block at Kurth Kiln 
 Protection of our gates and Seasonally closed tracks over Winter 

Plenty to keep us busy.  I am looking forward to working with you again over the next 
12 months and we have to turn our attention soon, to the developing of our 12 month 
working bee calendar to get into gear on what we hope to achieve as a group.  I feel 
everyone’s contribution is helpful to plan activities that you are interested in and are part 
of our protection and enjoyment of the parks we love playing in. 
Looking forward to seeing you out in the bush.    
Ranger Andy 
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2012 Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival – 16

th
 May 2012 

The 2012 Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival was a terrific family day 
and proved to be a wonderful showcase to visitors of how valued 
and unique Kurth Kiln and Kurth Kiln Regional Park is to the 
whole community. The day was perfect and the Kiln was looking 
its best following working bees and upgrade activities by Parks 
Victoria.  

 

Like clockwork, the volunteers busied themselves and were soon 
set up under the shelter of the kiln and surrounding trees in 
readiness for the Grand Opening. How exciting to see tractors and 
gas producers driving cautiously down the road announcing the 
‘step back in time’ atmosphere to the day. 
 
Andy Musgrove, Parks Victoria’s Friends of Kurth Kiln Liaison 
Ranger, welcomed all the visitors and Cr George Blenkhon from 
Cardinia Shire declared the Festival Open. He acknowledged the 
team effort between Parks Victoria and Friends of Kurth Kiln over 
the years. Cr Blenkhon recognised the generosity of the many 
volunteers which make these events so successful. Many of the 
Parks Victoria projects were able to be completed in time for this 
festival. The park was looking its best and was appreciated by the 
extra visitors who came to enjoy the festival day.   
 

 

The day’s success is largely due to the volunteers and participants 
on the day. Many of our participants return year after year creating 
a friendly atmosphere, taking time to talk about the good old days 
with our visitors. 
 

 

 

 

The Red Cross made sure there was plenty to eat and drink. 
Dressed in typical costumes of the day, visitors felt at home 
enjoying the welcoming hospitality.  
Volunteers from the Gembrook Craft Group showcased traditonal 
crafts such as spinning, jam-making, and needlework, and were 
happy to share their tips with visitors. There were so many 
interesting things to see. Tools and memorabilia from the past 
were on display creating lots of discussion about work typical of 
the olden days.  The Sherbrook Community Radio Club had set 
up in one of the huts beaming out to the world. 
 

 
 
Top of the list for many was a ride on the stage coach. The bush 
track echoed to the sound of the horses’ hooves transporting the 
passengers back in time. The Landcare group organised this 
activity complete with the exciting coach hold-up. They also were 
keen to share information about caring for the environment and 
encouraging the use of plants native to this area.   
 
Community groups such U3A, Swinburne College, Maryknoll 
Wildlife Shelter, Landcare, not forgetting the Friends of Kurth 
Kiln displays demonstrated the passion in the local community for 
history and the environment.  
  

 
 
The huskie run added excitement to the day – a real crowd 
pleaser….Nita, Steven and Rowan demonstrated the skill and 
speed of their huskies. The huskies easily pulled the bike along 
the road at great speed thrilling the onlookers. 
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One of the day’s highlights was the Stage coach robbery. There 
were lots of laughs and action as the actors got into the spirit of the 
day. New to the festival this year was the re-enactment of the 
Kurth Kiln story acted by Sue Wright and Michael Howes. They 
recounted the events leading up to the construction of kiln which 
successfully produced charcoal as a substitute for petrol to 
overcome the scarcity of motor fuel during World War 2. Their 
performance made the story of Professor Kurth and his Kiln come 
to life. What a fitting setting for such a story.  

However the Heritage Festival would not be the same without all 
the favourite bush skills from yesteryear – Rob the Sheepshearer 
shared his skill-the wool clipped with skill and ease. - George the 
axe man splitting wood into shingles with his sharp axe blade. – 
Ted the blacksmith hammered the hot steel into a variety of 
shapes, - Ian and Kay’s displays of vehicles and tools 
demonstrated everyday life and work around the time of the kiln’s 
productive life. – the members of the craft group were only too 
happy to share their skills and knowledge of traditional crafts.  

 _______________________________________________ 

 The spectators were eager to become involved in all the activities 
and events on the day. They certainly had lots of questions to ask 
and the volunteers were happy to talk to everyone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Weathered Heads Bluegrass band kept everyone entertained all 
afternoon. Visitors couldn’t help tapping their toes and singing 
along as the band played on, echoing throughout the marvelous 
bush setting.   
 See you all again next year, Sunday 14 April !! 
 
______________________________________________________ 

     Media Release - June 2012    

Interested in funding support to improve native habitat on your property?  

                            Come to a Land Management Expo 

Landholders and residents in Casey, Cardinia, Baw Baw and Yarra Ranges are invited to attend one of two  
Land Management Expos 
Held by the Port Phillip and Westernport CMA (PPWCMA) 

Saturday  4 August 2012    (9.45am – 2pm)   Pakenham Cultural Centre    or     
Saturday 11 August 2012    (9.45am – 2pm)   Macclesfield Hall 

These expos are designed to answer questions like: 
What is the Habitat Protection and Conservation Project? What land management actions are eligible for funding? What is whole-property 
planning and cross-property planning all about? What are the benefits of these planning strategies?  

You’ll be introduced to the practice of identifying the environmental values and threats for your property, and given advice on how to form 
an action plan and implement it. 

Speakers on the day will include the Project Coordinator from the PPWCMA, who will introduce the project, and your local Project 
Assessor, who will discuss funding opportunities for landholders and how to apply for funding. Your local Landcare group will showcase 
the benefits of being a part of Landcare. You’ll enjoy an entertaining presentation on the project from Vox Bandicoot (a community and 
educational theatre group dedicated to ecological sustainability) and you’ll hear from professional contractors working in the industry, 
providing materials, equipment and services in fencing, planting, and pest animal and plant control.  

Morning tea and lunch will be provided.  

RSVP 
To assist with catering, RSVP online as soon as possible and no later than Thursday 2nd August for Pakenham and Thursday 9th August 

for Macclesfield, at www.ppwcma.vic.gov.au in the ‘events’ section, or for a registration form contact Adam Shalekoff. Email 
Adam.Shalekoff@ppwcma.vic.gov.au or call 8781 7962. The first 20 RSVPs for each venue will receive a giveaway. 

http://www.google.com/url?q=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ppwcma.vic.gov.au&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFP1GxOBqTMINzkOPJl4Q136qp_Ag
https://mail.google.com/mail/h/v90t3cj7nyg2/?&v=b&cs=wh&to=Adam.Shalekoff@ppwcma.vic.gov.au
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Around the Kiln 

Once again Kurth Kiln has had a very busy few months with a wide range of activities, including the Heritage Festival held in 
partnership with Parks Victoria. Activities around the Kiln encourage groups and visitors to enjoy the Park facilities, learning about the 
Heritage and Environment of this very special area.  

Water Watch Begins at Kurth Kiln  

Friends of Kurth Kiln are always on the lookout for projects that help us to understand and care for the environment around the Kiln. Henriette has 
introduced the group to the Healthy Waterways Waterwatch Program, supported by Melbourne Water.With the guidance from Melbourne Water, 
Tommahawk Creek was the site chosen for a range of activities.  
  
These activities help us to understand waterway health issues to… 

 discover how to improve the health of our rivers and creeks 
 become involved in activities to improve the health of our rivers and creeks 
 learn how to monitor and collect data from waterways 
 Interpret and understand water quality data. 

 
Using the kit the Friends of Kurth Kiln have been able to test the water using the chemicals and 
instruments provided. We are amazed at the cleanliness and clarity of the water flowing through the 
Tommahawk Creek. Once a month volunteers conduct the program’s experiments and download the 
results to the Melbourne Water Website. These results along with other WaterWatch groups around 
Victoria will provide a data bank that will be used when planning for water quality control by 
Melbourne Water 

  

TAFE – STUDENT HERITAGE PROJECT – 16
TH
 MAY 2012 

 
A group of very enthusiastic First Year TAFE students visited Kurth Kiln to apply their 
understanding of issues relating to the Heritage focus in the environment. They had been 
camping in the area and hiked to the Kiln for the day’s activities. 
 
Today’s project related to the preservation of wooden materials. A mix of linseed oil, turps 
and Stockholm tar has been approved by Parks Victoria to be used in the preservation of the 
Kurth Kiln timber structures. 
The students were looking forward to applying their knowledge to a real life situation.  
The students were soon hard at work cleaning and painting the fence surrounding the huts. 
The wood soaked up the mixture and looked revitalised. What a tremendous result!  
Kurth Kiln again is a testament to the ‘Aussie Spirit’. They were ready to lend a hand and get 
the job done. 
The students are keen to use the Kurth Kiln Heritage Site as a practical application of their 
learning this year. The Friends of Kurth Kiln are looking forward to their return later this year 
and welcome their input and assistance to preserve this very special Heritage Site. 
THANK YOU TO THE STUDENTS !!! 

WHAT A FANTASTIC PARTNERSHIP. 
 

Birdwatching  

Kurth Kiln Regional Park is a wonderful place to enjoy the bird life in a natural setting. 
The many walking tracks pass through the eucalypt forest often with a heath understorey. 
Sulphur crested Cockatoo, Eastern Whipbird, White-throated treecreeper, superb 
fairy-wren, are often spotted there. In the damper forests you might be lucky enough to see 
Eastern Yellow Robins, wattle birds, Fairy Wrens, Tree creepers, Rosellas, thrushes,  
Lewin’s Honeyeater,(pictured) Lyrebirds – the list keeps growing….                             

A small group of very enthusiastic bird watchers ably lead by Trish set out each Thursday 
morning armed with binoculars and notebook hoping to discover birds they haven’t seen 
before. With growing experience members are recognising a growing number of birds. 
Now when we are walking around the kiln our eyes drift upwards and our ears are listening 
for bird calls. Maybe you too would like to join us and share in the fun. 
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Volunteers – Everyone Counts 
The Friends of Kurth Kiln were invited to take part in the Shire of Yarra Ranges National Volunteer Week “Volunteers - Everyone 
Counts” at Chirnside Park Shopping Centre beginning on Monday 14 May. The event was an initiative of Eastern Volunteer and Yarra 
Ranges Council. It gave volunteer groups an opportunity to promote their aims and activities in the bustling shopping centre complex 
with a new and diverse audience. Display boards and space for brochures were provided. Friends of Kurth Kiln shared space with the 
Ranges Community Health group and soon became interested in each other’s work. Arrangements have been made for an outing at the 
Kiln when the weather is warmer. The Friends of Kurth Kiln thank the Shire of Yarra Ranges for the opportunity to meet other groups 
and organisations, to share ideas and work closer together.   
Friends of Kurth Kiln were invited and attended the Shire of Yarra Ranges Environmental Volunteers Celebration Event, at Lilydale 
Lake on Saturday 31 March; the Yarra Ranges Mayor is Cr Graeme Warren hosted this very successful event. 
On the Thursday Evening 17 May, Friends of Kurth Kiln were invited and attended the 2012 Cardinia Shire Council Volunteer 
Reception at the Cardinia Cultural Centre, Pakenham. We were welcomed by Mayer Cr Ed Chatwin and celebrated the efforts of 
volunteers for their contribution to the community. Once again this was an opportunity to meet other groups and organisations. The 
Friends of Kurth Kiln thank the Shire of Cardinia for hosting a very friendly evening.  
 

Swinburne Field Trip – March 26
th
 2012 

Swinburne Lecturers, Gaye De Lisle and Leisa, thought the river side Tomahawk 
Track would make a perfect area for their second year Conservation and Land 
management Students to conduct a field trip to plot and map a range of plants that 
are found in Kurth Kiln Regional Park. Each student was required to locate two 
different plant species of at least 15 individual plants. It was not easy to find a 
particular plant in amongst so many. The students set out with enthusiasm, helping 
each other to locate species and operate the GPS tracking device. At the 
completion of this exciting project, the students will combine their findings to 
produce a booklet that describes each plant species. A map will have the precise 
location of these plants along the Tomahawk Creek Track. 
This will be a valuable resource for visitors to Kurth Kiln, enabling them to learn 
more about the diverse vegetation found in this Regional Park. 
 

Re-vegetation at Kurth Kiln – 8 June 2012. 
On Friday 8 June 2012 we had another successful re-vegetation day at Kurth 
Kiln. At 9:00 the teachers from Gembrook Primary School arrived and from 
9:15 onwards the students and some parents came. The students were 
divided into two groups and while the first group started planting, the 
second group went for a walk. After morning tea the two groups changed 
places and the planting continued until lunch time.  
There were 500 plants to be planted and only 46 students!! Most students 
planted more than 10 plants and all 500 plants were in the ground by lunch 
time. The students were fantastic and very enthusiastic. They did a great job. 
Afterwards everybody commented on their good behavior. 
Ranger Andy from Parks Victoria in Gembrook gave an interactive 
educational talk on conservation, activities in Victoria Parks, the future and 
the health of parks in general. Thank you Andy, everybody enjoyed your 
talk. 
We also want to thank the teachers, parents and friends of Kurth Kiln who made the day a success.  Thank you also to Melbourne Water 
for providing us with the Grant to make this day possible.  
A huge thank you also goes to the Wandin Rotary Club who helped erecting the fence in front of the re-vegetation area on May 30th. A 
combined effort and partnerships between community groups have led to a highly successful project, enhancing the environment of 
Kurth Kiln Regional Park. 
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PARKS VICTORIA 

KURTH KILN REGIONAL PARK–UPGRADE AND MAINTAINANCE PROJECTS 

  
Kurth Kiln is looking spectacular following the many upgrade and maintenance projects funded and undertaken by Parks Victoria over 
summer. It is such a pleasure to spend time in the Park in comfort with such improvements as new toilets (!!!), visitor information board, 
improved roads and drainage, track signage, and many other maintenance projects to make the Park sparkle. 
 
Let these photos tell the story…. 
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“Valuing our Heritage” 
Kurth Kiln Interpretive Theatre 

 
 
A special feature of this year's festival was an interpretive play 
retelling the story of the kiln. This was staged behind the kiln and 
depicted how, in 1941, the Forestry Commission searched for the 
perfect place for the kiln to be built, and then in early 1943 retired 
the kiln after it had been tested. 
                                                                     
As the narrator set the scene at September 1941, a Forestry officer, 
Mr. Grigg, entered and was surveying and measuring the site - he 
had recognised how all the required components were available in 
the little gully. While he is working, a local resident, Mrs. Parker 
enters, seed collecting whilst walking back to Gembrook. After 
assisting the Officer with the measurements she asks about the 
project and they look at the plans together. Mr. Grigg explains that 
Doctor Kurth from Tasmania designed the kiln, but a full-scale 
test has never been run. The effects of the escalated war effort are 

obvious and, as both have close family members at the warfront, they discuss how Australia's distance from the war is fast reducing. She 
tries to imagine how the gully will be with a kiln and workers in place. They part together as Mr. Grigg plans his report. 
The second act is introduced again by the narrator, explaining how the kiln was built and was tested through 1942, as the war came to the 
Pacific, Darwin was bombed, the Kokoda trail became famous and the battles of Midway and the Coral Sea were waged.   
By 1943, the war starts to slowly turn in favour of the allies, and the kiln tests are completed. 
 
Again Mr. Grigg comes to the site and sets up his paperwork. Then Mrs. Parker returns, seed collecting again but also to catch up with 
him again if possible. She has heard that the operations at the kiln are to be scaled down and wanted to see it working before it closes. 
Mr. Grigg confirms that the tests are over and shows her photos of all the stages that have occurred during the past year. The kiln, after 
some modifications, produced a significant amount of high quality charcoal. Kurth's theory was correct. As they finish they reflect on 
how the war has changed everyone's lives - and also on how their respective soldiers have fared. Mr. Grigg assures her the kiln will 
remain, and says how it should serve as a reminder of the home front during war. Mrs. Parker says it should also remind people how 
lucky they are to live in freedom and peace. Mr. Grigg responds that if the kiln can do that it will achieve more than it did when it was 
producing charcoal. As the scene ends, Mrs. Parker asks to feel it while it is still warm, and promises to bring her son Bill to see it when 
he returns home. They part wishing each other well. 
 
The Narrator now gives the conclusion to the story and tells of the further uses of the site after the war, right up to the declaration of the 
Kurth Kiln Regional Park, with the kiln still standing patiently, where it was built 70 years ago. 
 
The play was written and produced by the Woodlands Players at the invitation of the Friends of Kurth Kiln. The Woodlands Players are 
Parks Victoria volunteers who have produced and performed historic theatre in over 18 Parks and other venues since 1997. Sue Wright 
and Michael Howes performed the characters; Keith Wright 
managed the music and local residents, Sandra and Peter 
Cownley, assisted with costumes and as the narrator.  
In spite of being busy with two other productions at Yan Yean 
Reservoir and at the Quarantine Station, The Woodlands Players 
considered it a privilege to interpret the significance of the Kiln 
and were very pleased when the Friends of Kurth Kiln asked 
them to perform. 
 
The Friends of Kurth Kiln and the audience were thrilled with 
this performance. Having the story retold in the exact spot where 
it took place all those years ago helped make the story of Kurth 
Kiln come alive. We hope the group will return to the Heritage 
Festival next year.   
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Meeting Dates 

The Friends of Kurth Kiln meet regularly on the second 
Saturday of the month for a meeting and maintenance 
Working Bee at Kurth Kiln, plus other days as required. 
Friends and Visitors are welcome. 

7 JULY    11 AUGUST    

8 SEPTEMBER  13 OCTOBER     

10 NOVEMBER   8 DECEMBER 

 

Upcoming Events 

 26. 08  Ian Penrose, Yarra Riverkeeper Talk  
        at the Gembrook Market 

 19. 09 TAFE students visit – Heritage Projects 
 08. 10 Seniors Week Walk 
 
Sherbrooke Community Radio Club, meetings are held at 
KK for further details visit. 
www.wia.org.au/clubs/vk3/SherbrookeCommunityRadioClub  
 

 

 

 

New Members  A very special welcome to our new 
members.  
Fran Huesmann, Mamie Pendlebury, Trish Pratt,  
Reverend David Chambers, Dale Allen, Tracey Ibbetson,  
Craig Russell Bankowski. 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
Friends of Kurth Kiln 
PO Box 169 
WOORI YALLOCK 
VICTORIA 3139 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

To: 

Postage 

2013 Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival 

Sunday 14 April 

 

http://www.wia.org.au/clubs/vk3/SherbrookeCommunityRadioClub

