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The Kiln

Caring for our Cultural Heritage and its Natural Environment
Friends of Kurth Kiln have had a busy 6 months, around the Kiln, in the Park, and in the wider community. Our
regular working bees help to maintain the Kiln and its environs in good condition; we are learning more about the
history and ecology of the Park, hosting visitors to the Park, attending volunteer events sponsored by the local
Councils, other agencies and Friends groups, applying for grants, and of course preparing for the 2016 Festival.
Some of these activities are described in more detail in the following pages.
Parks Victoria is our partner in many of these activities, with Gembrook Rangers Rozz Browne and Andy Musgrove
making things happen on the PV side.

In early December, Parks Victoria Gembrook Office
invited local Friends Groups, and groups helping
with the maintenance of walking tracks, to a BBQ
lunch at Mortimer Reserve in Bunyip State Park. All
25 attendees enjoyed the informal gathering in the
natural environment.
When everyone had settled down after the delicious
barbecue, Rangers Rozz and Andy thanked the
volunteers for their hard work throughout the year.
Their report is on the following page.
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Rangers’ Report –December 2015
It feels like only a month ago we were writing the last Christmas Rangers’ Report….I
guess that means another busy year in our Parks.
To keep you in the loop with some other activities from the Parks team –

 The Project Firefighters are all in place, with some good experience in the
team this year. Their focus will be preparation for this potential busy fire
season and they are ready to go.

 Finished the Scout Loop Camping area BBQs and Picnic Table areas. It looks
great.

 We have a number of machines in at the moment, improving our road and
track network so we have good access around the Park.

 Gate installations have occurred in key areas replacing and up grading some
of our damaged ones around the Park.

That, plus many more activities have kept our team forever striving to keep a healthy
park our goal.
The most obvious highlight of our successful volunteer activities this year is that they
have been done safely and with no incidents - a credit to all individuals who are thinking
about the work they are doing and conducting appropriate planning. This is a record we
would like to keep in 2016. Remember the 3 forms for activities – 1. Volunteer Activity
sign in, 2. Site Safety Survey, and 3. Job Safety Analysis (Please call Rozz or me if you
need any assistance with this :)
Some of the many activities that have made our park popular include –
Friends of Kurth Kiln – Another successful Heritage Festival, Seniors Week and Tree
Planting Day. It rolls off the tongue easily, but there is a lot of work that goes into those
events plus many others that put Kurth Kiln on the map.
Friends of Bunyip State Park – The Caught on Camera Project concluded its 4th
successful year of recording species diversity in the Park. Friends of Bunyip State Park,
in partnership with Victorian National Parks Association and Parks Victoria, continue to
build this into a 10-year monitoring project and could always use extra hands.
Four Wheel Drive Victoria – Our partnership with 4WD Vic continues to grow. A
couple of great working bees have included the removal of broken/stolen cars from
remote locations in the park to easier pick up locations. Also our track clearing program
gets our seasonal closures ready for the opening weekend. A great effort for the team.
Friends of Labertouche Cave – A relatively new partnership for Parks Victoria, this is
working really well. The group has done some great work in looking after the caves
including graffiti removal and assisting repairing staircases and clearing tracks leading
to caves. The caves are fairly remote and their presence helps Parks Victoria across
any management issues.
Bushwalking Victoria – We have 2 groups “adopting a track” this
year. The Bayside Walkers have begun some great work on the
Freemans Mill Walking track and the West Gippsland Walking Club
has kept open the Lawsons Falls Circuit and Bench Rest Walking
track - all great iconic walks in our area.
Friends of Labertouche – This group love planting trees and this
year is no exception, with 1000 going into the Labertouche Bushland
Reserve, utilising School and Corporate Groups. They trialled some
direct seeding in areas and plan for 1000 more next year. Great
effort!
As well, there has been a number of work experience volunteers and people out there who are interested in looking
after the Parks we love being in. No wonder the year went quickly. On behalf of the Parks Victoria Gembrook team,
we have enjoyed working with you all this year and appreciate all of your efforts. Please have a safe and relaxing
holiday period and we look forward to seeing you ready to go in 2016.
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Working Bees

July. Glen & Laurence checking
the gate to the caretaker’s hut.

July. Two visitors to the Kiln

The Friends of Kurth Kiln meet at
the Kiln on the second Saturday
of each month. All year round it is
a lovely spot to sit while we
review and plan, before heading
out to whatever projects have
been identified for the day. We
often have visitors—families,
horseriders, car clubs and more,
stopping to appreciate the Kiln
while enjoying the Park.
Our jobs may include repairs and
maintenance, festival
preparation, planning for and
checking on revegetation
projects, collecting rubbish,
exploring the Park’s history and
natural environment, or track
checking. That is, some fresh air
and exercise while the barbecue
warms up!

getting acquainted

August. After a recent DELWP Burn
between Soldiers Road and
Waterchannel Track, the old channel
was clearly visible. Ursula, Laurence &
Meredith took the opportunity to trace
its route, and found, unexpectedly,
that two parallel channels could be
seen. More research required!
November (left).
Small Grass
Trees
(Xanthorrhoea

minor) are
flowering in the
burnt area.

September. While Craig, Tyrone, Joe & Laurence fixed a fence in the Scout Loop Campground, Alfred & Ron
installed two repaired interpretation panels.

October. A cuppa after the AGM
November. Planning for the 2016 festival
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Re-vegetation between the camp sites on Scout Loop Track
The project was funded by the Department of Environment, Land, Water & Planning,
Communities for Nature, Environment and Community Programs.
Close to one hundred students from the Hoddles Creek and Cockatoo Primary Schools came to
Kurth Kiln on Friday 18 September to help plant the Maryknoll Nursery 1,000 seedlings, which
Jasper had dropped off the day before at the Parks Victoria shed. Henriette, with the help of
Parks Victoria personnel, had already apportioned out the correct amount of tree guards and
stakes at each of the 12 sites.

Before the work began, Henriette demonstrated the procedure of
planting to the group of students. Soon all the students, teachers
and members of the Friends of Kurth Kiln group were busy digging
holes, planting, watering and securing the tree guards. For lunch
everyone returned to the Big Shed where a delicious sausage
sizzle was awaiting the hungry workers.

Each of the students had
decorated a tree guard

After lunch Henriette presented a Friends of Kurth Kiln Certificate of
Appreciation to each school, before Rozz Browne, Parks Victoria
Ranger Gembrook Office, organised a game ‘Activities in the Park’
involving all the students, either by giving them a part to play or

forming a circle indicating the boundaries of the Park.
The Cockatoo bus collecting the students arrived soon after
the game, but the Hoddles Creek students returned to the
Scout Loop and managed to finish planting the rest of the
seedlings.
The Friends of Kurth Kiln greatly appreciate the Hoddles
Creek and Cockatoo Schools’ input as well as the help
from Parks Victoria Gembrook Office.
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Walking for Pleasure
The Friends of Kurth Kiln have successfully applied for funding in the Shire
of Yarra Ranges 2016 Arts & Heritage Development Grant with a project to
produce a publication featuring the many walking tracks in Kurth Kiln
Regional Park. The proposed booklet, called “Walking for Pleasure” will be
of an A5 format with some 150 pages of information about the park and its
many historic and picturesque walking tracks. It is hoped the information will
help visitors to enjoy the natural heritage and the beauty of our bush
environment and plan their holiday activities to match their resourcefulness.
Kurth Kiln Regional Park is only 65km from the city and is one of the closest bush camping opportunities to urban
Melbourne. It was named after the historic kiln situated at its heart, created during WWII to produce charcoal as a
substitute motor fuel for the transport industry.
The park comprises some 3,500ha of assorted bush-land, bordering on the 17,000ha Bunyip State Park in the East.
It used to be part of the Yarra Valley Multi-purpose Park managed by the Forests Commission of Victoria, but in
1993 the former Land Conservation Council recommended the name ‘Kurth Kiln Regional Park’ as the kiln was a
major feature of the park.
A series of dedicated campsites created by Parks Victoria to the north
of the kiln make for comfortable places to camp during your stay.
Helpful ‘Park Notes’ information can be downloaded from the Parks
Victoria website
http://parkweb.vic.gov.au/explore/parks/kurth-kiln-r.p.

Waverly Walking Club enjoying an
extensive walk in the Park, including Egg
Rock, the Kiln, and many tracks in
between

Of course, walking is the best way to get to know the park, and our new
booklet, apart from promoting greater public awareness of the historic
and cultural significance of the area, will aim to promote the pleasures
of walking as a healthy way to keep active. An INTRODUCTION will set
the scene for the book. Then individual notes on THE MANY TRACKS
OF THE PARK are divided into five sections, North, West, South, South
-East and North-East, intended for easy orienteering. The conclusion of
the chapter, Favourite Walks, will combine individual tracks into longer
excursions to natural and historic features of the park.

The chapter CARING FOR OUR NATURAL HERITAGE will list some of the
conservation activities taking place in Kurth Kiln Regional Park by the Friends of
Kurth Kiln in conjunction with Parks Victoria and other volunteer groups.
Re-vegetation projects are an almost annual event. They help to stabilise the soil
along creek embankments, minimising silting of creek beds.
The park has several plant communities ranging from Mountain Ash forest and
riparian forest to shrubby foothill forest and swamp heathland. These support a
rich flora and contain the rare plants Long Pink-bells, Tall Astelia and Brickmakers
Saw-sedge. The diversity of plant life attracts a range of wildlife including
Wombats, Swamp Wallabies, Echidnas, and a diverse population of Possums Yellow-bellied Gliders, Sugar Gliders and Greater Gliders (which can glide for up
to 100 metres from tree to tree). Antechinus may be spotted scuttling around on
the forest floor. Also to be seen are lyrebirds, honeyeaters, parrots, kookaburras,
yellow-tailed Black Cockatoos, currawongs and butcherbirds.

Pakenham Walking Group on
their way to Shiprock Falls

The chapter USERS OF THE PARK will include activities of visiting groups,
campers, nature studies, the many walking clubs, horse riding activities and bicycle events. The APPENDIX will
comprise a complete list of all the tracks in Kurth Kiln Regional Park. A comprehensive INDEX will allow a quick
reference to specific features and names, some of which will also be cross referenced throughout the text.
The Friends of Kurth Kiln are now busy collecting, sorting and categorising all this information for the project, and
thank the Yarra Ranges Shire for their grant to get the booklet printed. An official launch is scheduled for November
2016.
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Visitors to Kurth Kiln

Friends of Kurth Kiln regularly act as
marshals for the Big Hills Bike Ride

The Waverley Walking Group - in
search of Egg Rock?

Numerous vintage and enthusiast car
clubs visited the Kiln
Friends of Kurth Kiln hosted several
events for Seniors’ Week

Heart Foundation Walks are regularly
conducted in the Park, along the many
tracks which will feature in our
forthcoming booklet ‘Walking For
Pleasure’
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Visitors to Kurth Kiln

Students from Pakenham Secondary
College grapple with an orienteering
challenge in the Park

The Campervan and Motorhome Club
Bushwhackers take it easy in the
Scout Loop Campground

U3A Astronomy at Kurth Kiln

Mountain District walkers looking at
one of our interpretation boards

Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival
Sunday 17 April 2016 - DON’T MISS IT
If you would like to have a stall, bring a
display, or help in any way, please contact
us at: alfred.ursula@bigpond.com

A Mountain Top Experience group in
front of the Kiln
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The Story of Kurth Kiln
A presentation at the Lilydale Library, 12 August 2015
Robin Barden, Branch Manager, Lilydale Community Library
invited the Friends of Kurth Kiln to give a talk about Kurth
Kiln at the Lilydale Library. Their promotion of the talk stated:

Kurth Kiln is best known for its iconic
kiln that was used during the Second
World War making charcoal for the
transport industry. Join Alfred and
Ursula Klink and learn more about
Professor E. E. Kurth, his kiln and the
historic Kurth Kiln Regional Park’.
Some 20 people attended the PowerPoint presentation in the
Lecture Theatre of the library. The presentation covered the
history of Kurth Kiln, the story of Dr. Kurth and the activities
of the Friends of Kurth Kiln group. It also included
contributions by living descendants of Ernest Kurth,
published in our newsletters over the years. With the
following question time the presentation lasted about 45
minutes, then continued informally with a refreshing cup of
coffee.
We met a number of interesting people there, people like
Clarrie Talbot, member of the Knox
Historic Society in Ferntree Gully
and friend for many years, who
contributed to the discussions with
stories from the petrol rationing
period during the war.
Also there were Geoff and Cheryl
Donald. Geoff used to be a contractor for Parks Victoria, who
in 1997 took on the task of restoring the badly corroded roof
and chimney of the kiln, then in imminent danger of
collapsing. While the work was carried out Geoff took many
photos and has now given us the collection of 30 postcard
prints to add to our historic memorabilia collection. We have
since scanned many of the prints into our computer archives,
ready for use when needed. Here are just a few of them:

Dismantling the old decking and chimney

Cheryl and Geoff Donald with their photo collection

The replacement new parts have arrived
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The Story of Kurth Kiln (continued)

A new decking and trapdoor assembly lifted into position

Good as new. The final touches putting it all together again

A tall crane truck is lifting the new chimney into place

Our Kurth Kiln Portable Display set up in the theatre soon became
a centre of discussions

Saving Tall Astelia
Tall Astelia (Astelia australiana) is a rare lily which
grows in a few wet gullies in the upper catchment of
Kurth Kiln Regional Park. Tall Astelia has
disappeared from some areas, and is declining in
others due to a failure to regenerate. It is listed as
threatened under the Flora and Fauna Guarantee
Act.
Causes of this decline may include fire, disturbances
such as browsing by deer, climate change and
possibly the absence of a pollinator.
The Tall Astelia Recovery Group has recently been
awarded a grant, under DELWPs Threatened
Species Protection Initiative, for the first phase of a
project to increase the numbers of Tall Astelia in the
KKRP. This first phase comprises propagating a
large number of plants, to be reintroduced into the Park in later phases. Parks Victoria is sponsoring this project.
The Tall Astelia Recovery Group is a special interest group within the Friends of Kurth Kiln, dedicated to preventing
the loss of this species within the Park.
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Friends of Kurth Kiln welcome new
members:
Lesley Bankowski,
Lyn TER Maten
Robert Lindhe

2016 Meeting Dates
Friends of Kurth Kiln meet at the Kiln on the
second Saturday of each month, at 10 am.
Dates for the first part of 2016 are:
9 January
13 February
12 March
9 April
14 May
11 June
Thanks to Sue Jarvis for the photos on Page 2, and the Kiln
photo on the front page.

Best wishes from the
volunteers at Kurth Kiln.
We hope to see you
visiting us some time soon.

Friends of Kurth Kiln
PO Box 169
WOORI YALLOCK
VICTORIA
3139
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