About the Templer Youth Group

City of Melbourne pencil drawing by Horst Blaich in 1952

Templer Record Supplement
No 3
February 2009

Folk-dancing at Sommerfest 1953

Table of Contents
Foreword – Horst Blaich .................................................................. 2
Die Jugendgruppe der T.G.A. Melb. – JG Committee........................ 3
Jugendgruppe, Special Edition, 1952 – Hugo Messerle ..................... 4
Die ersten Jahre der Jugendgruppe – Hugo Messerle ......................... 6
The beginning of the Jugendgruppe – Otto Löbert............................. 9
Photos – Otto Löbert......................................................................... 19
In the Land of Gumtrees and Beaches – Peter Lange ...................... 25
Selbsterkenntnis – Goethe ................................................................ 30
Dear friends in Australia! – Committee of the JG-TGD ................... 31
Should we become Australians? – Christian Imberger .................... 32
Something about Polio – Emma Hoffmann....................................... 34
William Buckley, der ‘Wilde Weisse’ .............................................. 35
Building a Jugendgruppe Hall – JG Committee ............................... 36
Photographs – Camping and Playing................................................ 37
Photo Competition 1952 Winners..................................................... 38
Youth in Sydney – Herta Uhlherr .................................................... 39
Bekanntmachungen from the early years.......................................... 42
Kabale und Liebe .............................................................................. 43
Die Nibelungen ................................................................................. 44
Stuttgart............................................................................................. 45
Leonardo da Vinci............................................................................. 46
Kostüm-Ball Poster........................................................................... 47
Vierhändig – Wilhelm Busch ............................................................ 47
Books .........................................................................inside back cover
Source of Illustrations and Translations............................... back cover

Foreword
It is indeed a pleasure to introduce this special issue of the TSA Templer
Record Supplement No. 3, entitled “Jugendgruppe”.
Once again this generation has contributed to the Temple Society and we
express our sincere thanks to all who formed the JG, made it bloom and, fifty
years later, have put their best foot forward in creating the TSA Heritage
Group, to show that the spirit of that pioneering generation has not died. Our
prayers are with the younger generations and we trust they, too, will learn
from the past and continue to carry the Temple Society in harmony and
goodwill into the future.
The technique of producing the “JG Beilage” was different, slow and
complicated in those days. We had to use needles to puncture the waxed
stencils to obtain an illustration – unthinkable in today’s high tech computer
age. However, we did it and achieved high quality illustrations anyway, as
you will see printed in this issue.
I remember at the beginning of the 50’s, newly arrived in Australia, having
purchased a second-hand duplicating machine to do the many different jobs
needed for the TSA Rundschreiben supplements. A lot of patience was
needed to achieve a good result.
You may be surprised to discover the variety of topics discussed and reported
in the “Jugendgruppe Beilage”. The spiritual discussions with Dr Richard
Hoffmann were popular and very informative and educational. German art,
music and culture were enthusiastically discussed and participated in. Let’s
not forget our past, and as Goethe said: “Vergiss die deutsche Sprache nicht”.
May the Lord continue to bless us in this new country, so that we will not
forget our German heritage, language and culture.
Horst Blaich, TSA Heritage Group

“Vergiss die deutsche Sprache nicht”
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Die Jugendgruppe der
T.G.A. Melbourne

The constitution of the Jugendgruppe begins with the sentence:
“The Jugendgruppe is an association of the young people of the Temple
Society in Melbourne, Australia. The purpose of the Jugendgruppe is for the
members to be committed to the religious, spiritual and social life of the
youth within the meaning of Temple Society principles.”
Ever since this constitution came into force in 1951, the Jugendgruppe
committee continually strived to achieve the above-mentioned aims. The
group has about 125 members, all of whom contribute to the development of
youth life, be it actively or passively.
In order to spread the load of the responsibility for the work within the JG,
and to achieve a maximum diversity of effort, the tasks are assigned to as
many members as possible. For this reason, the committee keeps trying to
engage new members and to mobilise new energies.
We therefore ask all those who feel at one with the aims of the
Jugendgruppe to become members. This is not restricted to the young, but
is valid also for older community members. There is no upper age limit.
We know, of course, that our older members are not able to contribute to our
goals as energetically as the younger ones; but even knowing about their
membership and that they agree with and support us in our aims is a great
help, quite apart from the financial support we would enjoy through having
them as members.
So, whoever wishes to help us can do this by completing the enclosed form
and sending it to our treasurer, Kurt Eppinger 75 Warburton Road
Canterbury.
We feel that many community members should not deny us this support, as
JG members with an income of their own also pay dues to the TSA.
The membership fees for the Jugendgruppe are:
Joining fee: 10 shillings [$1.–]
Annual fee for TSA members: 12 shillings 6 pence
For non-members of the TSA: 1 pound 2 shillings 6 pence (22/6)
Jugendgruppe Committee
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Jugendgruppe
Special Edition, Christmas 1952
“The purpose of the Jugendgruppe is to further the religious, spiritual and
social life of youth within the meaning of Temple Society principles.”
This sentence is taken from the statutes of the Jugendgruppe. It expresses the
basic idea of our community and places particular emphasis on the spiritual
aspects of the Temple Society, in harmony with the freedom that our religion
gives us.
Freedom does not mean that you may, or should, live ambling along without
restraint; no, freedom comes with a duty to work independently on creating
your own life philosophy. Even though it may be impossible for a young
person to form a valid Weltanschauung all on his own, he still is called upon
to work on himself within the meaning of the Temple Society.
This idea is behind all our lecture nights and the Rundschreiben, as well as
behind the new annual edition, and thereby negates the view that the
Jugendgruppe was only about pleasure. Anyone thinking like this would
clearly contradict the life principle of our community and would – spiritually
– no longer belong with us.
Our lecture nights, therefore, are of great significance, as is our literature, for
they form the structure by which the Younger Set can express what concerns
them. Besides, they afford us opportunities for manifold encounter and selfeducation, both of which are basic conditions for harmonious coexistence.
Even though we attempt to achieve, on our own initiative, an independent life
view in keeping with Temple Society principles, this does not mean that the
older generation should sit back just because they already happen to hold the
same view. It should not be said that the old had accumulated their
experiences and their lives’ wisdom for nothing. In fact, much livelier
interest really ought to be shown. Many think they should make themselves
available to the community only when asked. This, however, is false
modesty, because it is to the detriment of society; it is more like shortsightedness. The Younger Set would be very grateful for letters and articles
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published in the Rundschreiben by older members. Narratives from the
Temple Society’s past, for example, would be of great interest for the
generation growing up now.
Even though the above maxim does indeed express all of these ideas about
our status, they will fail their purpose if they are not upheld by all our
members, and if the committee is not energetically supported in all its efforts
to live up to this principle.
Hugo Messerle

Prof. Hugo Messerle (1925-2004) at his wedding to Renate Meyer in Sydney, 1955.
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Die ersten Jahre der Jugendgruppe
The first years of the Jugendgruppe

Es kommt nicht nur auf die Windrichtung an,
sondern auch darauf wie man die Segel stellt

– S. Flores

The direction of the wind is not important,
but it matters how you set your sails
Six years have passed since the first of our group came to Melbourne. The
rambling, unaccustomed city seemed foreign and cold to us. This feeling
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came from our post-war situation and the years of cramped living in the
internment camp.
The great distances between the suburbs made finding each other particularly
difficult, because all of us were scattered to the four winds. We had not yet
converged to the eastern and southern areas; quite a number of us lived in the
industrial precincts west of the City for a long time. This is why at first only
family circles and small groups formed, but the young people gathered more
often and went on excursions together. In general, no one had much time,
because everybody was so busy with their own problems, and because it was
important to create a sound basis for the restoration of our Society.
The first step towards formation of the Jugendgruppe came with our early
dances and dancing lessons at the Burnley church hall in late 1948. These
evenings turned into monthly events for our forty or so young members. Our
Glen Waverley group began forming at about that time, followed by the
Boronia and Bentleigh groups. During the ensuing years, the number of
young people increased through the ongoing concentration of Templers in
Melbourne and through the arrival of the Cyprus group. Soon there were
enough for a General Assembly – of what was to become the Jugendgruppe –
in the Burnley hall in December 1949. At this assembly, the first committee
was elected and charged with the task of setting up statutes for the
Jugendgruppe.
Our first larger type communal effort followed on New Year’s Eve in 1949.
Our “Old Australians” may well remember the small joint in Hawthorn
where we happily danced into the year of 1950 despite the cramped
conditions. The attendance was 110 people, but we had expected only 70.
This kind of miscalculation recurred in the two following New Year’s Eve
celebrations: the number of participants in 1950 had increased to 170, and to
300 in 1951.
In June 1951 the new statutes were written up and presented to an assembly
large enough for a constitutional vote. The Jugendgruppe was thereby
officially established. This development went hand in hand with the fitting
out of our clubrooms in the community house in East Malvern.
Originally, only Temple Society Management and the delegates of the Sarona
group used the community house, but its rooms had already been earmarked
for the young people. It soon emerged, however, that the rooms were too
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small for our larger events and dances. For this reason, only committee
members went there for their meetings. Still, in 1950, the committee decided
to refurbish the two rooms given to us young people so that we could meet
there of an evening and on Sundays. After checking with TS Management,
the matter of establishing our ‘Club’ the way it is today was taken in hand
with the understanding that everything had to be paid for out of our own
pockets, meaning out of the Club till. We soon rustled up a few small tables
and comfortable chairs, as well as a pool table and a ping-pong table. After
an appeal published in the Templer Rundschreiben, we received quite a
number of donations and party games, as well as many books for our yet to
be established library.
The club facilities met with great success, but it soon was necessary to
expand them, and there was no room available in the community house for
that. The first step to expansion was the marking out of a soccer field at
Bayswater; the work to achieve this started in January of 1951. The second
step was to include the building of a hall. Naturally, we had long been
dreaming of a hall of our own, and the JG committee submitted its thoughts
along these lines to Management, but this project (which was later taken up
by the Boronia and Bayswater communities) had, for financial reasons, not
yet been tackled in earnest.
The introduction of the statutes in 1951 also triggered a renaissance in an
intellectual sense. Up until then we had devoted all our energies to the
organisation of dance nights and excursions, but now came the first lecture
nights by Dr Richard Hoffmann. The idea underlying these evenings was to
stimulate discussion about the basic concept of the Temple Society. Members
of the Younger Set were also prepared to deliver talks, which led to a
remarkable series of art evenings.
The first Jugendgruppe supplement appeared with the Rundschreiben in
December 1951; it was continuously printed every month and was supported
by the young people from all sides. This is how the Jugendgruppe has
flourished, thanks to the commitment and cooperation of so many of our
members.
Hugo Messerle
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The beginning of the Jugendgruppe
by Otto Löbert, 2008

In 2006 Horst Blaich displayed some 1952 pictures and articles of the
Jugendgruppe (JG) supplement of the Rundschreiben (now Templer Record)
in the corridor linking the TTHA office and the Altersheim dining room.
They reminded me of the start of the JG in 1948. To give an account of how
the JG came about is the main purpose of this article, but before doing so I
have to describe the general background, so people can learn about Templer
history in Australia.
The Templers, deported from Palestine to Australia in 1941, were described
by the authorities as ‘enemy subjects’ and were imprisoned as civilian
internees until 1947 or longer in what was known as Family Camp No 3,
located near Lake Waranga in northern Victoria. In 1946, internees were
interrogated by Mr Justice Hutchins and asked, among other things, whether
they would like to stay in Australia. Most said yes. After seven years behind
barbed wire, it took us a while to realise that we could now be free, provided
we had proof of accommodation and employment outside the camp.
Early in September 1946, Hugo Messerle left camp. When Dieter Ruff and I
left on 13 September 1946, guards drove us to the railway station 10km
south. With tickets paid for by the government, we travelled through
Nagambie and Seymour to Spencer St (now Southern Cross) Station in
Melbourne. We were met by a man from the YMCA who had our names. He
took us by car straight to where Hugo lived in Kew on the corner of Barkers
Road and Denmark Street. It turned out that there was room for only one
more. I let Dieter join Hugo. I left with the man from the YMCA to go to his
next address at 53 Gipps St, East Melbourne, where I was put up with several
ex-servicemen boarders. After a week, having oriented myself in the area and
reported to my employer, I commenced work at Ritter General Electric in
North Melbourne. Mr Ritter had German ancestors. His factory produced
milkshake machines and my job was to dynamically balance the spindles.
When I had finished a batch of six, waiting for the next batch, a fellow
worker said to me: “Don’t work so fast, otherwise we’ll run out of work!”
When I left 53 Gipps St in early February 1947, I made sure that another
Templer boy filled the vacancy, as I had done before when one of the exservicemen was leaving. These two were Kurt Steller and Kurt Eppinger.
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In this way, eleven Templers stayed there at one time or another. When I
came back to say “hello” to my former host, Mrs Gibbons, one day in the
early 1950s, she told me that her neighbours had advised her to “get rid of
these German boys”, and that she had replied “no, I won’t, because they pay
their rent more punctually than our own ex-servicemen”.
In a similar manner, all camp residents eventually left the camp, except for
the few who had opted to go to Germany to be united with family, relatives
and friends, or for professional reasons.
Once in freedom, I kept in touch with friends after work to do things
together. Another task for all of us was to bring siblings and parents out from
the camp, especially if they were aged or incapacitated in some way. I found
a position as home help in Camberwell for one of my sisters, and another in
East Hawthorn for my other sister. My parents were accommodated with Mr
Ritter in Kew, my mother doing house duties, my father tending the garden.
Once that was done, it was time to think about my own future. I didn’t want
to balance milkshake spindles for the rest of my life. By November of 1946,
Dieter and Hugo, who both had similar ideas, and myself decided to go to
University. A Quaker lady and a former Stuttgart Technical University
official, whom we had met in Camp 1 (men’s camp), helped us with the
application. The man was able to get us official confirmation that the
comprehensive German Abitur (matriculation) examination we had passed in
Loveday Camp, South Australia (another men’s camp), would be fully
acceptable for university admission, provided we presented it in person; this
satisfied the University of Melbourne.
The Melbourne Templers’ first gathering outside the camp was on
3 November 1946 with Gustav and Meta Beilharz in their rented home
Listowel in Mornington (Figure 1).
For all who had left the camp it was most important that our religious leader,
Wilhelm Eppinger and his assistants, Max and Jone Frank had decided to
post circulars to those outside the camp to help them stay in touch with those
inside. These circulars were named Rundschreiben. The first issue was dated
15 November 1946, of which several copies were typed. It featured notices,
news and events from camp life and letters from overseas. It also asked the
recipients to relay their own news back to the camp and pass their copies on
to others outside. The first one reported that it was then just three months
since the first people had left the camp. It was sent to:
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Fritz Bulach in Sunnyvale near Gerang Gerung, Victoria,
Hans Richter and Alma Imberger ‘The Chalet’ in Marysville, Victoria, and to
Hermann & Ernstine Beilharz, Dereweit, Mt Macedon, Victoria.
Initially, the circulars consisted of just one page foolscap, but were later
typed on both sides and, later still, roneoed once the circulation had
increased. No. 4 was already sent out to 175 addresses as far away as
Queensland, New South Wales and South Australia, but mostly to Victoria.
By 11 June 1947, Mr Eppinger had dispatched five issues from inside the
camp. Soon afterwards, he also left the camp to settle in Canterbury, from
where he sent another 33 issues before the Templers opened their own office
at 38 Central Park Road, East Malvern (Figure 2).
Telephoning one another formed a network of mutual contacts of all the
Templers outside the camp and before we knew it, it was Christmas, our first
Christmas in freedom. Dieter, Hugo and I knew that we would not be around
for most of 1947, because we would spend our first year at University in
Mildura, starting in March.
Feeling free in our new environment, we wanted to know more about
Melbourne – or Sydney, Adelaide and Brisbane, for that matter – whenever
an opportunity presented itself. So I accepted the invitation of the house
lady’s two daughters (about the same age as I) to go to the races: First to see
the Caulfield Cup in 1946, then to an ordinary race at Flemington and finally
to the 1946 Melbourne Cup. Since then I have been to no more horse races.
With Dieter and Hugo it was similar, but they were taken to dance evenings
at Glenferrie.
As some of the older Templers who cared for our future were leaving the
camp, they began to plan meetings and looked for possible venues. They
remembered that the Quakers of America had helped the Templers once
before after WWI, namely to return to Palestine from internment in Egypt,
and from Germany. Fortunately, our elders discovered that there were
Quakers in Melbourne as well. When approached, they helped again by
allowing the Templers to meet once a month on Sunday afternoons at 20
Russell St, Melbourne, a most convenient central location. The first meeting
took place there on 27 December 1946, the last on 16 June 1950.
Before Christmas 1946, chance brought some of us into contact with the
German Lutheran Church in East Melbourne and their younger set, who were
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a group called the Jugendverein (JV), but the organisation of it was in the
hands of the parsonage. We gradually got to know more and more of their
members – young and old. They occasionally went on excursions and invited
us to come along. So it came about that many of us young Templers, having
spread the word, joined the JV on an outing to One Tree Hill above Fern Tree
Gully in the Dandenong Ranges on New Year’s Day 1947. Other trips
followed, one on 12 January 1947 to the beach at Frankston (Figure 3) and
another to Thomastown (Figure 4). Every opportunity was taken if the
weather was fine. Before that, on 28 December 1946, a few of us Templers
had gone on a bike ride to Mornington to the Minzenmays, and also to the
house where Elfriede Ruff (later Reichert) stayed for the weekend with her
employers, the Harbigs, the artificial flower people. Another joint outing took
place in February 1947 on a tourist boat from Princes Pier down to Sorrento
and back (Figure 5).
I attended one of the JV meetings on Sunday 9 March 1947 and another on
Sunday 23 March 1947. A few Templers and JV members went on an
excursion to the picturesque Yarra Valley at Warrandyte.
On 6 April 1947, I went to the German Lutheran Church Easter Service with
my parents. There was a walk along the Yarra at Kew and a visit to the Kew
cemetery on Easter Monday.
The last few paragraphs above show our relatively frequent contacts with the
JV and the Lutheran Church, but Templers usually outnumbered the JV.
On Easter Tuesday evening Dieter Ruff, Hugo Messerle and myself travelled
by train to Mildura, arriving there about 9am on the following day to attend
the first year University of Melbourne Engineering Course lectures.
Therefore, until December 1947, we were unable to take part in the JV
excursions, which no doubt continued. The three of us returned from our
studies and exams to Melbourne in December 1947 and lived in St Kilda at
55 Park Street, where Dieter Ruff’s sister Elfriede lived with her husband
Gustav Reichert. As soon as we were settled in, we rejoined the JV
excursions.
We took part in an excursion with the JV to Warrandyte on 1 January 1948,
and another to Carrum Downs on 18 January 1948, and then one to Emerald
Lake on 26 January 1948 (Figure 6).
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After this, there was a long pause before the excursion to the snow on Mt
Donna Buang on 16 August 1948 (Figures 7 & 8), followed by a joint visit to
an Erna Berger concert in mid-September of 1948.
The long pause in 1948 was significant in that it indicated that something in
the communications between the youth groups and the parsonage was amiss.
I happened to be the contact man for the Templers when we had planned
another excursion, but the JV members did not turn up because the parsonage
had not relayed my message. This happened twice and caused me to think
about the possible reasons. There could have been several. Then, at night, it
hit me: Why don’t we form our own group? This was the moment of the birth
of our Jugendgruppe. First, I discussed the idea with Dieter and Hugo, who
were thrilled, then with Eva Ruff and Margarete Pfänder, who were also
thrilled and, lastly, with a larger group including Helmut Ruff, Heinz and
Egon Kübler and Kurt Blaich, who all were keen to form our own group and
to call it Jugendgruppe, not Verein. We did not exclude the JV at all, but now
we made our own bookings with them directly through Paul Ritter, a JV
member, rather than through the parsonage.
Our excursions were usually undertaken using furniture vans, as was the
custom at the time (Figures 9a & 9b). Four rows of benches seated 30-40
persons. Sometimes we needed two carriers. Our destinations were the hills
and mountains east of Melbourne: beautiful Healesville, the Maroondah dam
(Figures 10a & 10b), Marysville (Figure 11) and Mt Donna Buang (Figures
12, 13 & 14). Mr Haase, a German man from Bayswater, had become a
friend and acted as a knowledgeable guide. With him we ventured further,
such as in winter to Lake Mountain east of Marysville and, in summer, to
other places like the beaches near and far.
All this now happened on our own initiative. The first time we rated a
mention in our monthly circular was in No. 28 (14 June 1949), which still
referred to us as Unsere Jugend, Our Youth, not yet as Jugendgruppe, or JG,
as we called ourselves.
Ultimately our travels, often with 60 people in two vans, ranged as far as Mt
Macedon, the You Yangs, Point Lonsdale and Arthur’s Seat or other
interesting places, but nearby attractions like the Botanical Gardens and
Fitzroy Gardens were by no means ignored. We went to Thomastown twice
with the JV. Later, our activities involved dances and theatre visits, such as
attending the German Club Tivoli ball at the St Kilda town hall in February
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1949. After that, we organized our own dances. When, in late 1948, I lived a
few weeks with the Edelmaiers in Burnley, I discovered a church hall
available for hire. This became the venue for many JG dances, which were
also attended by the JV.
In addition to all that, the Templer youth attended the monthly gatherings at
20 Russell St, City, which soon became known as the Treffen, the ‘meeting’.
After the service, it was my job to announce, cancel or postpone the trips.
One of them had to be cancelled because of an extended train and tram strike.
The next time we were mentioned in the Rundschreiben was in No. 30, of 15
August 1949, but this time by our proper name Jugendgruppe; it announced
our request to postpone a dance in Burnley by a week. From then on our JG
announcements were always reported at the end of the circular, except when
something unforeseen had occurred in between.
At around that time it emerged that the East Bentleigh public hall in Centre
Rd was available to replace 20 Russell St, which had become too small for
the growing number of Templers coming to the metropolitan area from
overseas and from the country. The Australian Government had not allowed
us to plan for exclusive settlements as we had them in Palestine. Because of
that, the firm of WAGAB (Walter Wagner and Friedrich Aberle) purchased a
small farm on the fringe of the metropolitan area, in Boronia, and subdivided
it into half-acre building blocks. My father bought three: one each for my
mother’s brother and sister who intended to come from Germany, and one for
us. The Triton Company was engaged to build the houses. Rudolf (Rudi)
Höfer bought the farmhouse and the balance of the land. The first new house
was ready in late 1948 for Hans Haar, as was the second one for Friedrich
Haering, and ours was the third to be completed. We moved in early in
March 1949.
No. 36 Rundschreiben of 15 February 1950 reports the arrival of Temple
Society Acting President, Mr Nikolai Schmidt (one of the very last Templers
to leave Palestine) and the purchase of a house at 38 Central Park Rd, East
Malvern (see page 19), to be used by the Temple Society as its office.
Rundschreiben No. 40, of 16 June 1950, reports that in May, Walter
Hoffmann and Fritz Lippmann had begun working for the community at this
house. The Rundschreiben was published from there until September 1964
(No. 211). No. 40 also reports the need for a new Temple Society
Constitution, the re-establishment of the Central Fund (formerly
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Zentralkasse), and the donation to the Temple Society of a home for the aged
in Stanwell Park, south of Sydney*. The JG announced an Unterhaltungsabend, an entertainment night for all Templers, to be staged in the Burnley
church hall. The play performed was “Die Goldene Spinne”, ‘The Golden
Spider’ (see page 37). This hall was the same size as the East Bentleigh
public hall.
For a change from ordinary dances, we sometimes had fancy dress balls,
where one of the girls was crowned ‘Queen of the Ball’ halfway through the
night. We also had serious JG evenings; Dr Richard Hoffmann, who had
arrived from Germany, gave talks on the Temple Society or presided over
discussions. On another occasion, Gudrun Hardegg organized a Beethoven
evening.
At a Jugendgruppe General Meeting I was elected JG President. My first
official action was to ask Dr Hoffmann to draw up a Constitution for us. This
was at the first Templer Annual General Meeting, at which the Temple
Society Australia was established on 20 August 1950 in the East Bentleigh
public hall. Dr Richard Hoffmann was elected Gebietsleiter [Regional Head],
the first of the TSA. After Mr Wilhelm Eppinger, the circulars bore Dr
Hoffmann’s signature from No. 42.
Dr Hoffmann put my, or the JG’s, request on hold, adding that more urgent
issues in connection with our property lost in Israel were to be dealt with
first, matters which had to be discussed with the Kolonieausschüsse (panels
representing the former settlements) and Mr H. Temby, whom the Australian
Government had appointed for this purpose.
While the JG waited for its Constitution, it went on with its business of
keeping our young people together by having regular excursions, dances and
fun nights, such as the 1950 New Year’s Eve party. Whenever Templers went
on a trip, Eva Ruff brought her accordion along and played when we sang
German folk songs after lunch (Figure 12).
One outstanding JG community effort was to collect chairs that families
could spare from their homes for meetings at the Central Park Rd office.
*

Later abandoned for reasons of impracticality and distance
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By the time Dr Hoffmann found time to attend to the JG Constitution (in
1951), other changes occurred in my life in relation to what was to become
the Boronia community.
Together with Erich Weller, I organized discussion evenings at Erich
Bulach’s house. It emerged that the Boronia people were keen to establish a
local community with a hall of their own. Willi Herrmann was elected
Community Chairman, and I became secretary and treasurer.
When the JG Constitution was completed in 1951, we proceeded as if it were
a fresh start and called new elections. Dieter Ruff had moved to South
Australia and, due to my commitments in Boronia and lots of study in a busy
job involving long absences, I did not stand for re-election. Hugo Messerle
became the new JG president and, because he moved to Sydney after two
years, was succeeded by Theo Graze.
It was my impression that as the TSA – the parent of the JG – became more
established, the numbers of the Lutheran JV members diminished. There
were, however, two most faithful exceptions, namely Hans and Else Weste,
probably because they lived so close to the Ruffs in Surrey Hills. Another
observation over the years was that the presidents’ and the general members’
age became younger. In my time, their average ages were more like twentytwo to twenty-five, but in later times they were closer to seventeen or
eighteen years.
In conclusion, I have listed the JG and JV members of the years 1948-1952
and the various presidents over all the following years.
I would welcome a younger ex-JG president or member writing about the
Jugendgruppe’s later years as a sequel to this contribution.
Some of the Jugendgruppe members in my time:
Dieter Ruff
Hugo Messerle
Otto Löbert
Helmut Ruff
Eva Ruff (Kortschak)
Margarete Pfänder
Ernst Ruff
Irma Decker (Mikelaitis)
Lore Decker (Kairies)

Kurt Blaich
Karl Richter
Eleonore Ehnis (Richter)
Fritz Decker
Lotte Lippmann (Frank)
Friedel Lippmann (Weller)
Ruth Scheerle (Haar)
Heinz Kübler
Egon Kübler
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Leni Haar (Löbert)
Helga Löbert (Nied)
Irene Löbert (Petz)
Isolde Pfänder
Erwin Pfänder
Siegfried Hahn
Kurt Eppinger

Emma Hoffmann
(Polacsek)
Kurt Ehnis
Kurt Minzenmay
Hans Karl Baldenhofer

Erich Baldenhofer
Werner Baldenhofer
Isolde Frank (Ruff)
Hans-Jürgen Kirchner
Luise Kübler (Minzenmay)

Some of the Jugend Verein members
Paul Ritter
Thelma Lauer
Dorothy Reiter
Rosemarie Gunther
Karl Gunther
Dorothy Bell
John Woodhouse
Valerie Crayton
Heinrich Mögerlein
Marianne Panzer
Geoff Wilms
Else Lange
Else & Hans Weste
Carl Nier
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Kurt Beilharz
Gudrun Hardegg

Jugendgruppe Presidents
Otto Löbert
Hugo Messerle
Theo Graze
Peter Lange
Helmut Ruff
Gerhard Wagner
Peter Hornung
Rolf Beilharz
Werner Lange
Hennig Imberger
Kurt Imberger
Erich Frank
Otto Aberle
Helmut Imberger
Karl Heinz Steller
Paul Weberruss
Peter Haar
Werner Katz
Mark Herrmann
Moni Vollmer (Imberger)
Ralph Richter
Diana Imberger (Rainbird)
Gary Imberger
Rolf Glenk
Raymond Hoefer
Harald Ruff
Sonia Street (Glenk)
Richard Herrmann
Silvia Anderson
Nigel Gohl

Year of Birth
1923
1925
1931
1932
1928
1926
1932
1936
1939
1941
1944
1945
1945
1948
1951
1952
1955
1957
1958
1959
1960
1963
1965
1965
1968
1968
1970
1973
1976
1975

Note: The precise order is only known to me for the first six and the last two names. The
rest are listed by dates of birth. I thank all who helped me. Please ring me on (03)
9729 1187 if a name is missing or the list is out of sequence.. O.L.
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Figure 1

First Templer meeting in Melbourne, 3.11.1946 at Mornington

Back row from left to right: Christian Beilharz, Heinz Kübler, Otto Weller, Elisabeth Hoffmann, Lisa
Aberle, Dieter Ruff, Johannes Orth, Eugen Wagner, Nicolai Schmidt, Mr Kübler.
Front row from left to right: Maria Minzenmay, Hugo Messerle, Friedrich Aberle, Wilhelm
Minzenmay, Reinhold Orth, Otto Löbert, Wilhelm Imberger, Irene Löbert, Meta und Gustav Beilharz.
Children from left to right: Helga Hoffmann, Herta Beilharz, Hartmut Beilharz, Heinz Minzenmay,
unknown, Rolf Beilharz

Figure 2

38 Central Park Road, East Malvern

Page 19

Figure 3
Outing to Frankston beach, January 1947
Hugo Messerle, Jürgen Pohl, unknown, Ernst Ruff, Theo Graze; middle row: Helga Löbert, Erni
Decker,
Irene Löbert, Irma Decker and Dieter Ruff; front row: Margarete Pfänder, Isolde Pfänder,
Lore Decker, Manfred Orth; very front: Hans Weste and Wilhelm Sawatzky

Figure 4

Excursion to Thomastown, early1947
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Figure 5
Pleasure cruise to Sorrento,
February 1947

Below: 6
At Lake Emerald on
Australia Day, January 1948
Figure 6
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Figure 7

Figure 8
Trip to Mount Donna Buang, August 1948

Figure 9a

Figure 9b

Furniture vans were the mode of transport at the
time
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Figure 10a

Figure 10b
Trip to Maroondah dam and spillway

Figure 11
At Marysville 1948
Back row: Manfred Frank, Werner Baldenhofer, ?, ?, ?, ?, Kurt Blaich?, Heinz Lubitz, Paul Hoffmann
and Helmut Ruff; front row: Lotte Lippmann, Helga Löbert, Emma Hoffmann, Gudrun Frank, Irene
Löbert, Jürgen Faig and Willi Löbert
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Figure 12

Figure 13

Singing German folk songs, Eva Ruff is playing the accordion

Figure 14
Figures 12, 13, and 14: Trips to the bush and the water
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In the Land of Gumtrees and Beaches
by Peter Lange, 2008

“Aus der Jugendzeit klingt ein Lied mir immerdar ...”
These words from an old German folk song cause me to cast my eyes a long
way back. It is 57 years since I, at nineteen, had travelled halfway around the
world to learn what life was all about. Relatives in Kew had offered me room
and board, and the great ‘down under’ adventure was about to begin. I, the
greenhorn, had to look for a job, had to learn a new system of weights and
measures and get used to a strange currency that needed three columns –
pounds, shillings and pence.
I had to learn that the seasons were reversed and that summer was much
hotter than im Schwabenland, and it was exactly on one of those scorchers
when my first encounter with the Jugendgruppe of the TSA took place. We
met down at the River Yarra for a merry trip on rowboats. I caught up with
the familiar faces of participants who had ventured on the long journey from
Germany to Australia before I did, and I met Templers who, having been
deported from Palestine, had spent many years in the Tatura internment
camp.
Hugo Messerle was the organisational and communicative kingpin of the
group. I continued to appreciate his talents during further exploits of the JG,
be it a camp in the cool shade of trees at Yarra Brae or on a mountain hike up
Mt Donna Buang. The separation from my family and home was made
considerably more bearable by having found friends in the JG. After all these
years I can still feel the open and cordial friendship with which my peers
accepted me as one of theirs.
To refresh my memory, I had to resort to old letters I wrote to my parents and
look up yellow, roneoed back numbers of JG Rundschreiben supplements
which, at the time, were inspired by the artistic talent of Horst Blaich. What I
find particularly striking is the wide range of cultural functions our group had
made it its task to do: visits to the opera, drama readings in allocated roles
and talks on philosophical, religious and historical topics, such as Eastern
religions or Oswald Spengler’s Der Untergang des Abendlandes [the Decline
of the West]. I spotted, amongst other things, the announcement of a
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Lyrischer Abend über die Schönheit der deutschen Sprache [Lyrical evening
about the beauty of the German language]. The JG supplement also featured
many educational contributions on topics like Shakespeare’s Hamlet, the life
and work of Beethoven and the development of painting. All of these were
presented in spoken or written German.
For the lectures we could rely on Dr Richard Hoffmann’s rich font of
knowledge and his generosity in giving of his time. He was a true Templer
role model for us all. The talks were given in the so-called ‘club room’,
which had been set aside for that purpose in the community house, an older
residence in East Malvern acquired by the TSA. It also served as the venue
for live or recorded musical events and discussions.

Point Lonsdale Camp. Templer youngsters went to summer holiday camp at Toc-H for decades

Excursion to Yarra Brae
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Theo Graze, Peter Lange, Heinz Arndt, Irene Eppinger, Horst, Walter and Willy Blaich in Melbourne, 1950s

Gunter Weller, Günter (Strups) Arndt and Jürgen Faig
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Fun and games also had their place in the calendar. In the 1952 JG
committee, Rita Faig and Hans-Jürgen Kirchner were responsible for dances
and entertainment. I vividly remember the dances in Burnley, where the
young ladies and gentlemen sat opposite each other in long rows that gave
ample opportunity for flexibility in the choice of partners. A fancy dress ball
is also very much alive in my memory.
Not to forget sport. To get and to set up a sports venue was one of the many
projects of the Jugendgruppe. The JG never had anything fall into its lap
readymade; everything had to be planned with much mental input and
brought into being with the work of many hands. The soccer field had to be
prepared on the community land in Bayswater and a dilapidated old hut had
to be transformed into change rooms. Usually, it was the teams of
Bayswater/Boronia and Bentleigh/Moorabbin playing each other. I can’t
remember ever having earned any Brownie points in sports myself.
A picnic on the Bayswater land was organised for the first time. Dr
Hoffmann held divine service in the open. Chairs had been provided for the
elderly, but everyone else was standing for as long as it took, listening to the
sermon. In spite of the inconvenience, this devotion in the open with the
backdrop of beautiful Mt Dandenong seemed to have made a lasting
impression on the participants: Sommerfest became an annual event on that
very spot, albeit with the service being conducted under cover. The program
of 1954 included additional attractions like a short- and a long-distance
footrace, shot put, a relay race, high jump and long jump. A bazaar, a wheel
of fortune and other popular entertainments were added in later years.
Another area which arouses warm feelings in me to this day is Point
Lonsdale. The young people’s involvement with the beach was soon
incorporated into the JG’s entertainment schedule, but I can still feel the
sunburn that robbed me, the rookie, of many a good night’s sleep. Lying on
the beach all day, surfing on a short board and taking part in games at Toc H
Camp every night was sheer fun and relaxation. Apart from Point Lonsdale,
other destinations with a maritime character were Point Leo and Phillip
Island.
Something must also be said about transport during the early days of the
Jugendgruppe. Incomes were modest, tourism not yet developed. Low-priced
furniture vans with wooden benches, charabanc style, were hired to go
camping or to the beach. In anticipation of the fun days ahead, we took the
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hard bumps of the trip in our stride. Eventually, some managed to buy cars
and were then able to offer their friends a ride.
When I decided to return to Germany in 1955, a large fundraising action in
aid of building a community hall in Bayswater had just started. The JG was
busy ‘raising funds’ at every opportunity. Unfortunately, I could not be
present when all these plans came to fruition. Helmut Ruff had taken my
place to run the Jugendgruppe, assisted by a committee of eight. The JG
comprised about 125 members, who all paid an annual membership fee.
Looking back, I realise that my experiences and encounters in the TSA
Jugendgruppe stood me in good stead for my activities in the TGD later on. I
am grateful to all those who welcomed me, the newcomer, with understanding, enriching me through their friendship in the process. My time in
Australia is part of my life; without it I would not have become the person I
am today. I can only wish that all our young people may have similar
experiences in community to help them grow and mature.
-----------------------------------------

---------------------------------------
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WE RECEIVED THE FOLLOWING COMMUNICATION FROM THE JUGENDGRUPPE IN GERMANY:

Dear friends in Australia!
Although we didn’t get around to reply to your letter before today, you
should not jump to the conclusion that we do not value the correspondence
between our groups suggested by you. On the contrary, we are very happy
about it and thank you that you, as the larger group, have taken the initiative
to get an exchange of ideas going.
As many of you know, our local Jugendgruppe was plunged into a serious
crisis through the emigration of most of its members. Well might we have, in
1952, through the establishment of a youth venue, created the outer
framework for satisfying almost all our requirements for a successful
continued existence, but soon after moving into our new home it became
apparent that this, on its own, was not enough. It was, apart from just a few
larger functions, hardly more than a clubroom, where everyone came and
went and passed the time as it suited them. By February 1954, we were
threatened by a total break-up because nobody was left to voluntarily
shoulder the work and responsibility of keeping the Jugendgruppe together
and to plan for joint functions.
We were able to avert this danger by deciding in a general meeting to provide
our Jugendgruppe with a more disciplined organisation to spread the tasks
and the responsibility for them on to a number of different members. This, of
course, represented considerable progress, but inner cohesion was still
missing. A lucky coincidence came to our assistance in this situation: Mr
Bergmann, a theologian who had assumed the task of giving talks and
sermons in the TGD, was prepared to arrange a lecture night once a month.
We could choose our own topics if we wished.
Thanks to Mr Bergmann’s many-sided capabilities we now heard very
interesting and stimulating lectures about literature, philosophy, religion and
about a host of other topics of general interest which, in a way, educated us
and at last made us worthy of the name “Jugendgruppe of the
Tempelgesellschaft”. As you can see, our programme is very diverse. We
would also be very interested to hear more about the substance of your own
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gatherings, from which we could possibly glean some advantageous
stimulation. We would be delighted if a lively exchange of ideas developed
from this beginning, which could then lead to closer ties between our groups.
Kind regards, for the Jugendgruppe of the TGD
Herbert Struve
Committee of the JG – TGD:
Wolfgang Bitzer, president; Rolf Hönig, deputy and treasurer; Herbert
Struve, secretary; Brigitte Hoffmann and Jürgen Tietz.

Essentially, everything depends on attitudes (Goethe)

Should we become Australians?
This is a ponderous problem, which some of us have already solved and
others yet have to deal with. It is very hard and deeply painful to give up
one’s German citizenship, but it seems right to me that we become
naturalised in light of the following deliberations:
1. We owe thanks to Australia, for we Templers were relatively well
received by the Australian people at a time when the Second World
War had just come to an end and Germans were poorly regarded in the
world. We had been driven out of Palestine, and nobody had use for us
in Germany. Even if we had been able to stay in Palestine, most of us
young people would not have enjoyed good prospects for the future.
2. The Australians are Europeans and of a similar disposition as we are.
For the last ten years or so we had a chance to get to know them better
and we must concede that they are friendly and always ready to help.
Many of us younger people went through Australian schools, have
found mates and forged cordial friendships and no longer felt as
outsiders among Australians. English has become our second mother
tongue, and many of the younger ones find it easier to express
themselves in English than in German. In general, the deeper one
penetrates into the English language and its way of thinking, the more
an inner kinship between the two nations becomes apparent.
3. A person is not judged according to his passport, but according to his
character and his actions. That is why I find it illogical – and therefore
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wrong – if Germans who have adopted Australian citizenship are being
reproached or are called traitors. Besides, we are not asked to
fundamentally change upon becoming Australians. On the contrary.
When I took my oath in Canberra in 1954, Sir Richard Boyer, the
Chairman of the ABC, as guest speaker of the Immigration Department,
made an impressive speech during which he said that handing us
foreigners a certificate of naturalisation was the best that Australia had
to give, and that he would expect that we, in turn, would give our best
to this country by preserving the pride of our origin and heritage and by
contributing to Australian life through our culture and customs.
4. As Australians we are far better able to stand up and argue for anything
German, simply because we are no longer outsiders; we, by our way of
life and our attitude can show, and prove to the population, that films
and the press often portray a misleading and distorted picture of the
German people.
5. It is possible, of course, to covet Australian citizenship for economic
reasons, but I do not believe that our Templer youth is that
materialistically inclined. I do believe they genuinely want to contribute
to this great and beautiful country’s brilliant future by returning the gift
– proud of their German heritage – through diligence and thoroughness,
honesty and moral resolve.
In conclusion, I wish to give voice to a request: we would be grateful and
would very much welcome comment by the TSA on this issue.
Christian Imberger
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Jugendgruppe
MELBOURNE (VIC)
AUGUST 1955
HERAUSGEGEBEN VON DER JUGENDGRUPPE DER TEMPELGESELLSCHAFT (AUST.)

SOMETHING ABOUT POLIO
by Emma Hoffmann

At the present time we read a lot in the local newspapers about a new cure for
poliomyelitis, popularly called polio. After research lasting years, the
American physician, Dr Salk, succeeded in producing a vaccine which is
more effective against this insidious disease than all the other antidotes
hitherto found.
Poliomyelitis is caused by a virus. There are various diseases that have a
virus as a causative agent. Some of them, such as measles, chicken pox,
influenza and the common cold are only too well known to us. Penicillin and
sulphonamides fight microbes (bacteria) and thus heal many diseases caused
by bacteria, like pneumonia for instance. However, diseases which are caused
by viruses cannot be treated by these new wonder drugs and a medicine to
heal such a virus disease was searched for in vain up to now.
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BUILDING A
JUGENDGRUPPE HALL
As can be seen from the latest circular of the Regional Council, the building
of a larger type hall on the Bayswater community land as suggested by the
Younger Set had to be postponed for the time being, because the individual
communities considered it more opportune to build smaller venues for
assembly in their own residential areas.
The committee of the Jugendgruppe, however, has not given up the idea of a
building on the Bayswater community land, but now supports the
construction of a venue that can be used by the Jugendgruppe, the soccer
club and also by the Bayswater community. The latter has already promised
the Jugendgruppe its full support.
The size of the building will depend on the means available. Since it is to
serve mainly the Jugendgruppe and the soccer club, we hope that the other
TSA members will support us as well. Donations can be made to any
committee member, or directly to the treasurer, Kurt Eppinger, 75 Warburton
Road, Canterbury.
The Jugendgruppe Committee
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Camping in the bush

After the performance of Die goldene Spinne
July 1951, Burnley Hall. Names next page
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Photo competition 1952
above: 1st prize Hans-Jürgen Kirchner,
right: 2nd prize Peter Lange

Previous page:
Die Goldene Spinne performers:
l to r: Heinz Vollmer, Helmut Ruff,
Luise Richter, Eva Ruff, Fritz Decker, ?,
Margarete Pfänder, Willy Blaich,
Hans-Jürgen Kirchner, Gudrun Hardegg,
Theo Graze, Ingrid Weller, Horst Blaich,
Hans Weste, Siegfried Hahn,
Gisela Schmidt
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Youth in Sydney
By Herta Uhlherr, 2009
In the late 1940s, the new Sydney Templer Community held its monthly
religious meetings (Treffen) at the German Lutheran Church in Goulburn
Street in the City. United by their language, churchgoers, AGWS members,
German business men and their employees and Templers interacted, and
friendships among the young people were fostered.
Thus young Templers early on participated in the youth activities organised
by the German Lutheran Church, which had been present in Sydney long
before Templer families began to establish themselves there. Some Templer
names that come to mind from the late 1940s and early 50s are: Hoffmann,
Hardegg, Steller, Weller, Beilharz, Gohl, Wagner, Wurst, Messerle (Hugo
Messerle met his future wife Renate Meyer at the Youth meetings), Beck,
Gollmer, Uhlherr, Orth, Jung. From the Church and the AGWS:

First Templer Confirmation in the Sydney Community, 23.12.1951
l to r: Kurt Beck, Rolf Beck, Gerlinde Hardegg, Hermann Ralph Uhlherr and in front, Peter Uhlherr,
Inge Steller, Hartmut Beck, behind him: Erhard Gohl, Traude Jung, back: Rolf Beilharz,
front: Oberlehrer Wilhelm Eppinger, Herta Beilharz, Heinz Beilharz, Gisela Jung, Gerhard Weller,
Gunter Beck, Horst Orth, Walter Steller.
At the Lutheran Church, Goulburn St, Sydney
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Glockemann, Beinssen, Meyer and von Richter. The church youth leader was
Rudy Windel, I’m told. Excursions and the occasional dance were organised
in addition to the monthly socials.
The 1951 photo of the first Templer Confirmation held in Sydney was taken
by the entrance to the Goulburn St church. This group encompassed all the
young people from 13 to late teenage, unlike later groups, when
Confirmations were held every 3 or 4 years, or when a few children
accumulated. The photo contains the core of the upcoming youth group of the
1950s, an informal group that met in people’s homes (e.g. in the old ballroom
we lived in at Northbridge), or went on excursions. Some of them sang in the
occasional Sydney Templer Choir. The Community called on them to help
when a Bunter Abend, the annual picnic or the bazaar were on. I don’t think
we had a constitution, but a committee was formed to tackle specific tasks,
when necessary.
Once Templers could afford cars, some Sydneysiders drove to Victoria to
participate in the JG’s Senior Camps. In the late 50s, Sydney organized
Senior Camp at Gerroa and invited Melbourne north. I think parents were
keen to have their offspring get together with other young Templers and
supported them, e.g. by billeting out-of-town visitors. The Sydney youth
organized a camp at Norah Heads (late 50s) but it was thoroughly rained out.
Young people (like Hermann and Peter Uhlherr) were involved in the search
for where our Community Centre should be. Meadowbank was exactly in the
centre of a 60km circle within which most Templer families lived and it was
accessible by train and bus. Young muscles also helped with the church hall’s
clean-up for our use.
It would be good to gather more information before it is lost. Is anyone
collecting information about the Sydney Community? It’s high time. If not,
please send me your memories (and correct mine, if necessary), also photos
with names, dates and locations. These will be returned unless you wish to
donate them to the Archive.
Herta Uhlherr, 26 Orloff Crt, Burwood East, VIC 3151
tel. (03) 9802 3447, e-mail: hru@optusnet.com.au
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Jugendgruppe heading including the JG emblem were designed by Horst Blaich in 1950s
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Books available from TSA (03) 9557 6713

Source of Illustrations
TSA Archive, Bentleigh, Australia
Peter Lange, Stuttgart, Germany
Otto Löbert, Bayswater, Australia
Most drawings in the Jugendgruppe 1950s supplements
by Horst Blaich
Translations by Peter Hornung except
The beginning of the Jugendgruppe
All contributions and photos are from the early days of the Jugendgruppe,
unless otherwise dated.
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