TEMPLE SOCIETY AUSTRALIA
PHILOSOPHY SEMINAR
OCTOBER 2000
ON MOUNT BULLER

A collection of impressions, photos and discussion of a weekend meeting
at the ILTIS Ski Hut on Stirling Rd. in the Mount Buller Village
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SEMINAR WEEKEND
ON MOUNT BULLER
Here are some opening remarks by participant Friedrich Sawatzky
It was a wild and woolly Friday afternoon as we made our way up the windy
slopes of Mount Buller. Snow flakes swirled through the air and transformed the
landscape into a glorious patter of white lace, interspersed with the stark green of
the snowgums.

It was freezing cold and we were glad to escape to the warmth of the Iltis Ski
Lodge. Heinz Vollmer, the capable and voluntary chef for the three days of the
Seminar, served a variety of piping hot soups and many more scrumptious meal
additions.
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This promotional program invitation to the Seminar appeared in the
month’s Templer Record
Arrive at ILTIS Lodge Friday 27 afternoon or Saturday 28 October morning. The seminar itself consists of:
 8 Saturday, 11:00 an introductory
2
familiarisation discussion
 4:00 a two hour session in the
1
afternoon
 9 Sunday 10:15 Saal in the lovely
2
Mt. Buller Alpine Chapel (Harald
Ruff)
 4:00 a two hour concluding ses1
sion in the afternoon,

Eating will be simple community meals, Friday evening to Monday
morning inclusive. Heinz Vollmer has
kindly offered to cater for us. Breakfast
will be cereal, toast, various spreads,
coffee, tea, milk. Lunch, open sandwiches and greens. Dinner, Soup and
simple fare. You are encouraged to
bring some specialities yourself, depending on your requirements. Plenty
of fridge space is available.
Costs: $25 per person will cover all
actual costs for the weekend. Payment
can be made at your convenience to
Alfred Klink. tel/fax 5967 4201 or e-mail
auk@c031.aone.net.au

The evenings will be left free for
participants to continue previous
discussions or to address other topics of interest or concern. We hope to
have some excursions to the sights of
Mt Buller and, if the weather is good,
a guided tour to the summit would be
terrific.
 eparture Sunday (29) night or
D
Monday (30) morning
Accommodation is in the ILTIS
Lodge, courtesy of the ILTIS Ski Club.
The lodge has room for 30 adults in
a variety of 2 and 4 bed bedrooms.
Children can share with their parents
or sleep together in the rumpus room.
Please bring your own covers and
blankets plus baby-cot if required.
The lodge is centrally heated,
wonderfully warm with ample capacity
for the coldest snap. There is lots of
hot water for showers and whatever, in
short, all the comforts of home (even a
TV if you’re so inclined).
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GROUP
PHOTO OF THE PARTICIPANTS
      
taken in the comfortable ILTIS Living Room

Front Row, left to right: Heinz Vollmer, Christine Ruff (with Antje), Harald Ruff,
Heinze Vollmer, Alfred Klink.
Middle Row: Friedrich Sawatzky, Inky Arndt, Luise Ruff, Helmut Ruff, Ursula Klink,
Gisela Sawatzky, Rolf Beilharz, Brigitte Hapke. Helga Juergensen, Uli Hapke.
Back Row: Helga Anderson, Jim Anderson, Vyrna Beilharz, Manfred Haering, Heinz Arndt, Peter Hornung, Ilse Birkner, Kurt Beilharz, Mini Haering, Rudi
Schwarzbauer, Irene Bouzo, Hilda Beilharz, Resi Schwarzbauer, Suzi Blackwell.
30 people in all; it was a cheerful and supportive crowd, which made the weekend a pleasurable experience. At $25 per person a fantastic value.
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MT BULLER RELIGIOUS SEMINAR
WEEK-END
OF 28-29 OCTOBER 2000
in the ILTIS Ski Lodge, 25 Stirling Rd. Mt Buller Village
The rugged Mt Buller Ranges will provide the backdrop for our year 2000 TSA
Religious Seminar. It is always a pleasure when you can combine enjoyment of a
natural environment with good food and stimulating conversation. Our theme will
be “The Kingdom of God today”. After 2000 years, are we getting closer to the
ideal? What do we see as its modern meaning? It is not a seminar in the strict sense of the word, more a friendly discussion on
Templer philosophies and our individually different ways of their interpretation. A
weekend away from worry and stress, in the invigorating alpine atmosphere.
Program 28 October
1. Saturday Morning 10:00 - 12:00, following morning tea
a.

Introductions
i.

Informal gathering in the ILTIS Lounge, with cups of coffee

ii   Election of Moderator (MC)
iii.
b.

Outline of proceedings by MC,
Morning’s Subject:   My vision of a “Kingdom of God”

i.
ii.
iii.

Opening Statement

Rolf Beilharz

Question time

5min

Opening Statement

Irene Bouzo

Question time

5min

Opening Statement

Alfred Klink

Question time

5min

iv.

General Discussion

v.

Summary of proceedings by MC at 12:00

2.    LUNCH 12:30
3.    Saturday Afternoon Session 14:00 - 16:00
i.
a.
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Short recapitulation of Morning Session. Conclusions drawn

Afternoon’s Subject: Techniques towards the “Kingdom of God”
Comments and recommendations for format of discussions, full assembly or small groups? Suggested themes for debate:
  TSA 2000 Mount Buller Seminar

i

“Striving” (trachten) though the age of the TS

ii

Have Templers evolved in attitude towards the “Kingdom”

iii How do we measure progress towards the “Kingdom”
iv Can we define what we are striving for?
v

What effect has environment play on “Kingdom of God”?

vi. Does community size affect the outcome?  
vii H
 ow, and to what degree, does such a “Kingdom” differ from our
normal Society?
viii C
 an there be a multitude of “God’s Kingdom”? If so, who sets the
guidelines and the laws across nations and continents?
b

Combining the results of the debate (MC).
i.

What do we agree on? What are the common points?

c.

General Discussion around 15:30, including Afternoon Coffee

d.

Summary of afternoon’s proceedings at 16.00 (MC)

4. Free time till dinner at 18:30
5. Dinner at 18:00
Personal and informal discussions throughout the evening
This being the “Off - Season” in the ski calendar there is the option for people
who wish to retire in more private accommodation to book into the Arlberg Hotel.
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Program 29 October
1.   Joint Breakfast 8am at ILTIS

2.   Sunday Morning Service in the Alpine Chapel
a     Bell will be rung at 10:00am,  Service starts at 10:15am, conducted by
TSA Elder Harald Ruff
3   Pre-Lunch Stroll through the village
4.    Lunch at ILTIS at 12:30
5.    Sunday Afternoon
a

Concluding Session 14:00 - 16:00pm

b.

Recapitulation of discussions so far (MC)
i.

c

Can we reach a consensus and at what level of our vision for the
“Kingdom of God”? Open Discussion
Official Close (MC)

5.    Afternoon Coffee at 16:00pm
6.    Farewell and Departure heading for home. Those people who do not have
to go to work next morning are invited to stay another night and drive
home at leisure on Monday.  
Page   8
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INTRODUCTORY STATEMENTS
Dr. Rolf Beilharz, Regional Head of
the Temple Society Australia.

Rolf did present some background
information by quoting from several
books, including translations of the
Templer Handbook and Christoph
Hoffmann’s Occident & Orient. We
could not find a written record of Rolf’s
Introductory Statement, so the following are extracts from a Sunday Service
Rolf gave around that time in April 2000
in Bayswater. In it he expresses his
scientific thoughts on religion, the Temple Society and the kingdom of God. It
serves well as a fitting introduction:
As you know, in my work and by
inclination, I am a scientist. I am not a
mystic and my religious faith is consistent with what I know. To those who
feel religion should be more than what
a person knows I can only say, I can't
help being the person I am, and I do
hope that you will forgive me.

As well as being a scientist who prefers reason, I am also very interested in
the welfare of people. In particular, I am
interested in the welfare of the members of the Temple Society. You have
elected me to a very responsible position. I hope that I am similar to other
religious persons, in that I am more
interested in the spiritual welfare of
Templers, than in their material, worldly
welfare. I believe that spiritual health
in a community normally also gives the
people in the community a worldly situation which is healthy. People confident
and healthy in spirit will achieve an
appropriate social situation in which
they live with a good clear conscience,
which of course sustains their spiritual health. I strongly believe that it is
a result of growing up in the Temple
Society, which has made it possible for
me to become a scientist, while at the
same time retaining an interest in the
spiritual welfare of people.
As a scientist, I contribute to the
theory of evolution and practically to
the breeding of better animals, most
recently in breeding the dogs used by
the Australian Customs service to find
unwanted drugs. I am privileged to be
able to take part next week in the public discussion of a book, just published,
about the evolution of humans from
apes written by a long-term scientist
friend. This book has, in turn, caused
me to change aspects of what I am currently writing in a book about evolution.
The process of science, when it leads
through interactions with other scientists to new understanding, is wonderfully rewarding, particularly when the
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new understanding does contribute to
welfare of people and life in general.

uted so that even the poor will have
sufficient for their needs.

A good starting point always is
Christoph Hoffmann and the founders
of the Temple Society. The first Templers were very committed Christians. I
think they had a strong faith in God as
a power with whom they could speak
and who helped them in their daily
concerns. However, they were also
convinced that the way in which the
established Christian religions were
being practised, did not contribute
adequately to the spiritual and social
needs of people. Christoph Hoffmann
had, by thorough study of the bible,
and with his trained theological understanding, realised that when Jesus
spoke of the Kingdom of God, he did
not mean a political power structure
such as the established churches had
become. The churches either believed
they represented the Kingdom of God,
or that this kingdom would only be
established either in heaven, to be
reached after death, or on earth after
an apocalyptic end of the world brought
about by God through the second
coming of Jesus. None of these beliefs
could bring practical help to people in
spiritual need here and now. Christoph
Hoffmann saw the kingdom which Jesus had proclaimed as the same thing
as the prophets of Israel had always
seen. People can be better in this
world when they adopt an appropriate
attitude of reverence towards nature,
which is God’s work, and towards other
people, who should be loved as we
love ourselves. This is something which
everyone can do, and should do, in the
here and now. Among people living in
such a way, there will be a more just
society in which resources are distrib-

The founding Templers were so
committed to this vision that they migrated to the Holy Land with its poverty,
and they pioneered modern living.
They provided for their earthly welfare
by hard work. Their hope was that, by
striving for the Kingdom of God in the
Holy Land, they would cause other
Christians to see their example and
to be moved to reform Christianity in
the same way. As we all know, history
has wiped out the Templer presence in
the Holy Land and we are now trying
to do the same thing in Australia and
Germany. I hope that all of you in your
own way are striving for God’s kingdom
here in Australia. We have been given
the same opportunity to set an example
as our forefathers had, only in a different social environment and in a different climate of thought.
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While our forefathers were battling
to set up their settlements in Palestine, Christoph Hoffmann wrote his
book, Occident and Orient, in which he
summarised what the Temple Society
was and what it might achieve in the
East (Orient), which could then provide
benefits back in the old European West
(Occident). The first part, the summary
of the Temple Society, is available in
English. I’ll read 2 paragraphs from the
short chapter called “What Templers
believe”.
“It follows then that the Temple Society does not stipulate a particular creed
which one must accept in order to become a member. Much less do we wish
to restrict free research in science or
history through articles of faith. On the
contrary, it is the Temple Society’s wish
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that its members carry out thorough
research, in order to progress towards
greater enlightenment and become
proficient in all the gifts of the Spirit.
However, the Temple Society, like
all other religious organisations cannot
do without the spiritual bond created by
a common faith. So the Temple Society,
too, has its belief which must be shared
by anyone who wants to be a member.
But this belief is identical with the goal
which is to be reached and which is already expressed in the name “Temple”.
The spiritual and physical perfection of
man is the goal and the task of every
religion and thus the goal and the task
of the Temple Society.
Templers believe that human beings
can come closer to perfection than
they are at present, and are willing
to take part as actively as they can in
co-operative efforts to bring about this
improvement.”

even outlast their founding generation.
Why do you think this was?
A - It probably was due to change in
Government policies, war mentality and
anti German propaganda. By the way,
a Templer Community and church still
exists in Gypsum, Kansas, USA, albeit
no longer in the spirit of Christoph Hoffmann.
Q - If a Kingdom of God (or even
just an ideal community) can only be
created and become sustainable in
a supportive environment, how can it
ever be expected to become worldwide and cover hostile environments?
A - By everyone following the message contained in Matthew 22:37-39
“...love God and your neighbour as
yourself.”

Question Time
Q - Do you feel the Temple Society
in Palestine was closer to your ideal of
the Kingdom of God than we Templers
are today?  
A - Yes, the interdependent lifestyle
of the people in the communities made
for closer co-operation and sharing of
resources.
Q - It was Hoffmann’s dream that
the community style created by the
Templers in Palestine would catch on
and be emulated world-wide. Why
didn’t it?
A - It was, to some extend, in Russia and in America.
Q - These communities did not last
very long. In most cases they did not
TSA 2000 Mount Buller Seminar
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Dr Irene Bouzo, Elder of the Temple
Society Australia
The theme for Irene’s talk was
centred on the causes of religious tensions, as more fully expressed in her
article in the June (No.640) T.R. Here
are some excerpts from that:  Finding
our way to Multi-Faith Dialogue.

Despite the progress in multicultural interaction  I find that multi-faith
dialogue at the grass-roots level by the
person-in-the-street is still fraught with
suspicion and reluctance. It is not easy
to engage in genuine interfaith communication with people from another
religion. Interaction between Christians
and Muslims, for example, can seem
quite threatening. The barrier to effective interaction seems to lie more in
our attitudes rather than lack of opportunities. I believe there are in fact
three barriers, which make some of us
hesitant in this area.
Page   12

The first one lies in the conflict
between our intentions and our actions. When people conduct a deep
discussion about religion with members of another faith, there is a strong
temptation to steer the exchange into
the direction of religious conversion.
A person’s religious faith is a deeply
held conviction. Each one believes
they have found the right path. When
someone else shows an interest in our
faith, for the purpose of mutual peace,
harmony and cooperation, some of us
become quite self-righteous and think
this the perfect opportunity to convince
the other that our path is the right one.
An honest, open desire to work with
people of other denominations and
religions requires us to respect freedom of personal belief. The mysteries
of the universe have been revealed to
the people of the world in many different ways. All of us strive to find the
way to peace and perfection. Perhaps
the answer lies in the multitude of different religious meanings, not in any
single one. Therefore we need to align
the ‘act’ of interfaith dialogue with our
deeper ‘intention’ of simply trying to
achieve genuine dialogue, not finding
prospective converts.
The second barrier to multi-faith
dialogue is the fear of having our sense
of identity threatened. Especially in
communication between major religious
groups such as Christians and Moslems, if one side is particularly inflexible
and hostile, the other side may find
any attempt at open exchange not only
difficult but impossible. Many people
only see the unfamiliar and unpleasant
aspects of a social context of a particular religious group, since what we
are shown in the media is the sensa-
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tional, and not balanced debate. Maybe
people need to resolve their stances on
broader social issues first, before they
are able to embark on genuine, mutually respectful religious discussion.
This gives rise to the third problem,
which is a natural and deep-seated
aspect of human nature. Each religious
group has its own particular rites and
rituals. People often develop a hostile
and mocking attitude towards, and
trivialise the rituals of another’s religion.
This blocks dialogue as one side seeks
to escape the derision of the other; or
else dialogue is replaced by reciprocal criticism. Real dialogue should
not disregard such differences, but
should avoid the destructive element of
criticism. Perhaps a focus on broader
issues, or a genuine interest in different
rituals and their underlying intentions
would result in more effective dialogue.
Interfaith dialogue is not an easy
undertaking, but certainly a worthwhile
exercise if we are to move closer to a
form of world peace that encompasses
cultural and religious diversity. It is only
when we have a go at discussing our
religious views with people from other
faiths that we can overcome mutual
fears and begin to replace unfamiliarity with mutual understanding in our
common goals of peace, harmony
and cooperation for the future. A good
starting point is to ask, not why or what
someone else believes in, but rather,
“How do you practise your faith?”
Question Time

is these rituals, rather than the actual
beliefs that create the tensions?
A - Rituals are essential to the identity of any group. When the Templers
did away with what they thought were
superfluous religious rituals they did not
eliminate common prayer, communal
singing or shaking hands. Rituals are
the outward signs of cultural diversity.   
Q - Does that mean a common
bond in the search for world peace has
to be found not by eliminating differences, but on a level above those religious
and cultural differences?
A -  Yes. Peace, harmony and cooperation are universal themes shared by
all religious and cultural groups. These
noble aims can only be achieved
on a global basis if there is effective
dialogue between different groups on
every level, including our day-to-day
interaction. In Australia there have
been significant steps forward over the
last thirty years at Government level in
encouraging multicultural social justice
and equality of opportunity.  People
now respect and interact with people
from other cultures every day. Suspicion of foreigners and attitudes of British superiority are largely gone. People
of all different ethnic backgrounds enjoy taking part in multicultural festivals,
listening to their music, and tasting
different ethnic food. In general, people
no longer get offended by hearing different languages spoken in public, but
rather delight in trying to guess which
language they hear spoken.

I see universal multiculturalism as
the first positive step towards a society
Q - Traditional religions place a
free from cultural and religious prejulot of emphasis on rituals, including
dices; a society ready to embrace the
Christians and Moslems. Do you feel it
vision of the Kingdom of God.  
TSA 2000 Mount Buller Seminar
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We insert here a section of our new
publication on Templer Philosophy
completed in June this year, called
“Our Religious Perspective”.
This is from clause 4, subheading
‘How we practice our Beliefs’:
Our aim is to work toward balanced
development, in harmony with our
environment, thereby enhancing the
quality of life and contributing toward
the growth of the Kingdom of God in
the world.

an intrinsic value of their own, and we
reject rituals of a sacramental nature
which are claimed to bestow salvation,
such as baptism.  
So we Templers have no consecrated places for our divine services,
no ordained priests and no full-time
clergy. The religious leadership and
guidance of each community is in the
hands of several Elders from within the
community.

We consider that practicing an
active Christianity of trust in God
and compassion for our neighbour,
as expressed in the twin commandments of love, Matthew 22: 37-39:
“Love God with all your being, and love
your neighbour as yourself” is more
important than the mere affirmation of
particular creeds and specific articles
of faith. We therefore do not require of
our members an obligatory profession
of the beliefs outlined above. What is
important is the willingness to affirm our
aim and participate in working towards
it in daily life.
We acknowledge that such work is
also the goal of other Christian denominations, as well as other religions, even
if under different names and assumptions. Whether some of these ways are
better than others is not for us to judge.
Accordingly, we permit dual membership with respect to other Christian
denominations as well as other religions. We regard personal responsibility and integrity in religion as indispensable.
We use rituals whose purpose is to
lend depth to a religious service. However, we do not believe that rituals have
Page   14
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My Vision of the Kingdom of God
by Alfred Klink

It is very difficult to visualise a
perfect society. If everyone loved their
neighbours (as the good book says)
there would be no enemy to pass out
forgiveness to. I suppose the best
description ever made of such a state
is probably the Garden of Eden: no
hunger, no fear, no dress etiquette, no
children, no worries! But think of what
that means. It means to live like cattle.
No wisdom, no challenges, no creative
joy.  Deep down everyone knows, there
can be no such thing as a Kingdom of
God like that in a creative society. No
such perfect state of human society will
descent on our Earth by wishful thinking, or prayer alone. Human nature,
with its fundamental need for security
and meaning in life, has created this
idealised visions for us, and society
accepted those images because they
serve a purpose.
Most of us have a profound fear of
the unknown, and we like to protect

ourselves with systems that have the
pretence of order and predictability.  
Perhaps the childish apprehension of
the dark, the phobia of height, of open
spaces, the fear of being alone, the
dread of infinity and of death never
fully do leave us. They accompany us
into old age, and may, like our  never
ending curiosity, be part of the price we
pay for remaining spiritually young and
active.
But the intellect that makes us
humans, the sapient in homo sapiens,
makes us aware of the environment,
aware that interaction with this environment is mutual. As we change the
world, the world will change us, and in
shaping the environment we change
ourselves. It is a well known fact that
the best way to slow down the explosive human population growth, is to
raise the standard of living of the people. Take away the struggle for existence and we tend to get fat and lazy
My vision of the Kingdom of God
is a global awareness of this capacity
within us, within mankind, to change
the environment around us. Collectively
we have the capacity to mould our
environment to suit our needs. Individually we already do it every day, in our
home, in our workplace, in our community. An awareness of that makes us
responsible for our own development
into adulthood just as we are responsible for the world we pass on to our
children.
One of my often quoted example
is: it is futile to complain about the
senselessness and savagery of war
while-ever we still glorify war heroes
and honour them and their victories
with medals and in public Remem-
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brance Days. Even the glorification of
the death of Christ on the cross is an
abomination. The heros of the coming
generations should not be those that
kill other human beings, but the intellectual achievers, writers, scientists,
philosophers.
The current trend towards sports
mania, the competition for competition sake, is nothing but sanitised war
made palatable to us with a dressing
of excitement and hero-worship. And
we tell ourselves we have it all under
control, the drugs we force the athletes
to resort to, the broken bones, the brain
damage, the cost in resources and
money. Its all OK because it is for the
good of sport, and that’s what people
want! Isn’t it?
I shall say it again, there is no such
thing as a Kingdom of God brought
about by a miracle, overnight,  into the
existing society. It is us that must bring  
about the changes we feel need to be
done. It is up to our intellect to appreciate the desperate emotional need for
it and for our hands to work towards it.
Striving for the Kingdom without preparing the way, without guidance what
to do now, how to take the next step, is
empty rhetoric.
Until such responsibility is accepted
universally, taught in schools and
talked about in the homes we grow up
in, all our striving will useless, a pipedream to cherish in our Sunday bests
in church.

Question Time
Q - How then do you think we will
know when we are in the perfect state?
A - There is no such thing as the
perfect state. Once we have consensus on what constitutes such a state,
whatever that may be, we will already
have entered the kingdom of God.
Q - People will never voluntarily
agree to give up rights and privileges
the presently have; do you see a solution to that?
A - I give up a lot of my precious
free time, pay for my travel expenses
and my travel clothing to be here today.
It is just a small example, but it shows
how the need to contribute to the evolution of our society, to express creative
thoughts, can change my priorities. The
meteoric rise of a country’s economy  
under the leadership of a charismatic
person is another. The perceived need
for change is a powerful motivator.
Q - Do you think we can we find
guidance for this in the scripture?
A - No. The Bible is just a collection of human failures in establishing a perfect society. It puts its hope
beyond human reach into supernatural
intervention. Its messages of peace
on Earth have now been preached for
2000 years by numerous messengers
with precious little to show for it.            

If you ask me for my vision of the
Kingdom, then I have to take a bold
step forward and it will take longer than
the allotted 10 minutes. If there is time
we may come back to it later.
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IT’S LUNCHTIME !
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DISCUSSIONS
Saturday afternoon session: As-

sessing the Templer techniques in
striving towards the Kingdom of
God (KoG).
1 In the initial debate the absence of a
clear definition of the Templer KoG
was lamented. Without such a definition it is difficult to point to specific
steps of progress and changes in
our striving for the elusive goal.
a    Can we see an evolution in the
Templer approach to the KoG
i



 ow do we measure
H
progress (if any) towards
such a Kingdom?

b S
 pecific details of evolution in
Templer Christian philosophy can
be seen in:
i

that no one seriously talks
anymore about eternal Damnation, Heaven and Hell

ii. the dropping of INRI from the
Templer Cross “T”
iii. T
 he general acceptance of
Jesus as a man.
c L
 ively debate on the suitability of
the term”Kingdom of God” for our
aspirations. Suggested names
reflecting an awareness of our
own responsibility in such an
undertaking, and the hubris implied in giving value to our mortal
contributions to a Kingdom of
God, were:
i

Kingdom of Life

ii

Community of Life
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iii Life-Time
d It was acknowledged that the
biblical measures of Good and
Evil could not directly be applied
to such an undertaking. In the
modern philosophy of life evil is
often seen as the challenge for
the good to become better. It is
the essential driving force behind
evolution.
e A
 “Kingdom of God” is hard to
visualize on a small scale, limited
in extend and by borders. To
be meaningful it would have to
cover the whole world population.
i

 his is beyond presently acT
cepted parameters of a KoG.

2. T
 he assembly of 25 participants
was then split into three groups of
eight people each, with one of the
organisers as part of each: Group
RB; group IB and group AK.
a D
 iscussions to focus on these
questions:
i

c an we define what we are
striving for?

ii

 hat effect does environment
w
have?

iii is community size important?
iv h
 ow does a KoG differ from a
normal community?
v

can there be multiple KoGs?
* if so, what governs their
consistency?

b T
 he groups to report back their
consensus conclusions on these
subjects at the end of the set
period.
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3 REPORTS
a	Define what we are striving for

also include pain and suffering.   

i

 niversal acceptance of and
U
by all the people.

iv s ome thought pain must be
part of any normal life, but
suffering could be eliminated
by community support.

ii

Care for your neighbour

v

RB Group

(a)

for the Elderly with
Aged Care Facilities

(b)

for the Young, be a
“Role Model”. Influence
by example.

iii B
 e a good citizen in all respects. Be honest.

AK Group
i

iv B
 uild trust between generations, old and young, be open
towards all people, using
judgement. Develop faith and
trust in all of your community.
v

 trive for better things without
S
becoming dogmatic.
(a)

(b)

 ake the best of every
M
occasion; many little
things add to a big
benefit.
 im for a harmonious
A
community

IB Group
i

ii

 he KoG is a harmonious,
T
well functioning community,
helping and supporting each
other.
 n the question ‘Is the KoG
O
perfect’ some thought it
should be, others had problem defining perfection.

iii If the KoG includes the diversity of life as it is now, it must

 thers felt unnecessary pain
o
can be eliminated even now,
and should not be accepted
as part of a future ideal community.

ii

 he atmosphere in a KoG
T
must be welcoming and hospitable.
(a)

 pen the doors to
O
strangers

(b)

 e friendly and spread
B
the good word.

 triving for harmony; Nirvana,
S
a state of relief from pain and
anxiety.

iii Focussed on your goals.
iv B
 ack to basics, step back
from conflict and eliminate
their sources.
v

 rowth, increase of memberG
ship and facilities.

b. The Effect of the Environment
RB Group
i

It is people that make a KoG
and people can shape any
environment to suit.

ii

 hat determines a good enW
vironment? Who determines
it? What model do we use?
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Which historic philosophy
would come closest to the
ideal:
* Jesus
* Gandhi
* Marxism
* M
 aterialism. The values of
materialism, or other shorttime bottom line thinking, must be pulled back
towards lasting Christian
(Templer) values.

ii

 empler history shows that
T
community environments
too closely confined, while
good for helping each other,
reduces the overall effectiveness of the Group.
 hared traumatic experiences
S
(historical effects; Palestine,
Tatura) helped form a better
community environment.    

iii E
 nvironment is important,
but can be created to fit the
requirements, (if the requirements are defined).

ii

 he Natural Environment
T
may affect the size of communities and the details of
community Life, but not the
philosophy of the KoG.
 person is very much afA
fected in his character and
attitude to life,
(i) b
 y the people that surround him,
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(iv) by the books he reads, the
music he listens to, the TV
shows he watches and the
friends he cultivates.
Environment in that sense is of
utmost  importance to the character of
the individual, and in the end through
this to the philosophy of a community.

RB Group
i

 mall communities of likeS
minded people seem to work
better in the short term than
larger ones.

ii

 et clear goals to be
S
achieved

iii T
 he spirit of the community
is more important than size.
Many such small communities could be coordinated by
common management
IB Group
i

AK Group
i

(iii)By the intellectual climate
in which he circulates.

c Is Size Important?

IB Group
i

(ii) with whom he associates.

 ize does not matter if people
S
are achieving the KoG. There
are a few helpful parameters
though:
(a) if it is too small it will not
work due to lack of administrative diversity
(b) if it is too big the motivating idea might become too
thinly spread out.

iv a
 good personal core is essential    
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v

 he KoG can only be
T
achieved with community life.
A person can not achieve it
alone.

vi A
 community needs to rise
above tribal thinking to
progress towards the KoG.
It needs “higher order qualities”.

SUNDAY MORNING
A number of people took the opportunity for an early walk in the crisp
morning air to the fog-covered Mount
Buller summit.

AK Group
i

 y implication a KoG has to
B
be all-encompassing. While
it is conceivable a KoG may
start small, it can not have
any borders or be selfcontained, but must quickly
spread across the whole
world. There can be no “little”
KoG.

ii

 ne or two or three people,
O
even if they come together
in the name of Jesus, do not
constitute a KoG.

The views were breathtaking

While the debate was lively and stimulating, no clear consensus was reached
on the merits of our “striving for the
kingdom”. The nagging questions
remain, why is our membership shrinking? What are we doing wrong? What
do you think, dear reader?
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SERVICE IN THE
ALPINE CHAPEL

The Service was presented by TSA
Elder Harald Ruff. (For the text of the
Service please see separate section.)

We sang the Templer Hymn to recorded piano music, we listened to Harald
talk about the Kingdom of God and the
values of both Good and Evil, and we
prayed in silence, except for Harald
and Christine’s little Anja who was playfully talking to herself on the red carpet.

Posing in front of the Bell Tower

The bell was rung at 10:00 by Heinz D.
Vollmer from the top of the bell tower. It
is a lovely multidenominational church,
set amongst the snow-gums, build from
rocks quarried locally, and fitted out
with red and gold furniture on a rich,
red carpet. Seating capacity about 100
people. We turned on the gas heating, for a light snowfall overnight had
painted the landscape white and the
morning sun had not yet managed to
take the chill out of the wind.     
Despite having advertised the Sunday
Service with posters pinned up at the
church door and in the local Post Office
(see page 2), we were on our own for
the Service, no one else turned up
Page   22

Sunday Afternoon: Recapitulation and
Reconciliation
Personal Impressions of the Weekend
RESI SCHWARZBAUER
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SUNDAY SERVICE BY HARALD RUFF
We are not sure if these extracts
from a Service Harald held in April that
year were actually presented on the
day. But they are a very fitting tribute.

lives. Problems arise when the listeners refuse to give the obvious answer
because they do not want to accept the
consequences for their own lives.

Let us start our service and community afternoon today by singing
together all three verses of the hymn
‘Seek ye first the kingdom of God’. It is
on pace 12 in the black Family Service
songbook. I quite like this hymn, as it
encapsulates so simply that which all
Christians should strive for - personal
renewal and improvement, a positive
spirit, being a role model for others,
and love for one’s fellow humans - all
things necessary for realising the kingdom of God.

‘The kingdom of God’ (or kingdom
of heaven, depending on which bible
you refer to) was one of the most characteristic phrases used by Jesus. Like
so much of his teaching, he left the
listeners to draw their own conclusions
about the meaning; sometimes he offered a fuller explanation to his close
disciples if they questioned him, but
many bible scholars claim that these
further comments were added later by
the first Christians.

In today’s text, the kingdom of God
is the subject of two parables. A parable (other terms that spring to mind
are allegory or analogy, even simile or
metaphor) is a fictitious story (but usually of something that might naturally
occur) by which a moral or spiritual
message may be presented - in other
words, a simple example or illustration
to follow, but normally in a form not
immediately related to the topic. Jesus
often presented parables through a
simple scene that would have been
familiar to any of the people listening;
that is, anyone familiar with arable
farming or simple village or small town
life before industrialisation changed
farming and social practices.
Parables only work as a teaching
method because they relate to familiar
situations and ask questions with obvious conclusions; then the conclusions
can be applied to the listeners’ own
Page   24

It might be taken for granted that
the kingdom of God would be an ideal
society in which every member put
into practice the teaching of Jesus and
showed perfect love towards all other
people, whether friend or enemy (if
such a person still existed in this perfect world). Two other parables told by
Jesus, those of the tares in the wheat
and the fishermen with the dragnet,
point to another reality - that mixed
in with the good there would always
be the opposite, the bad, right there
beside it.
But to return to our text for the day
- some of the most unexpected points
about membership of the kingdom of
God were made by Jesus in parables
of growth with characteristic exaggeration. In the parable of the mustard
seed, Jesus drew a contrast between
the smallness of the seed and the great
size of the tree which grows from it.
Thus, the final outcome of the kingdom
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of God bears no relationship to its small
beginnings.
Our second parable compared the
kingdom of God with the effects of the
yeast which a housewife kneads into
the dough to make bread. A very small
amount of yeast will greatly increase
the volume of the dough if it is left to
do its work - so too with the kingdom of
God.
Exactly why and how the kingdom
grows remains a mystery to us - it
seems so difficult, beyond our knowledge and grasp. It would seem that
the kingdom of God has its own hidden powers. The seed lies hidden in
our hearts and souls - something can
make it germinate and fill us and those
around us, so that we spread through
the community, propelled by the yeast
that is God’s spirit in us all.
Our Templer aim is one of the
many guidelines given by Jesus in
the Sermon on the Mount. Jesus here
tries to cure people’s anxiety about
their material well-being. He contrasts
our physical and spiritual needs and
stresses that the spiritual life and wellbeing should be our first and foremost
concern. Thus, we Templers should
never forget to set our minds on God’s
kingdom before everything else.
So what do we mean by ‘the kingdom of God’, and how can we bring it
about? To the first question there are
all sorts of answers or definitions. One
simple one would be: the kingdom of
God is a state where God rules. It is a
state of harmony and peace which will
be achieved when we humans and, in
fact all creation, follow the will of God.

tion of ‘Occident and Orient’ we read:
‘The Temple Society is not concerned
with names and definitions. Rather it
wants to help people gain an insight
into the nature of the kingdom of God
and thus to strengthen them in their
efforts to bring it about. For it is the
well-being of mankind in this and the
next world that is the kingdom of God;
not until all people are happy will the
kingdom of God be realised.’
So Christoph Hoffmann saw the
kingdom as a state where all worked
together, in the service of God, for the
good of mankind. This would lead to all
people being happy, and so the kingdom would be realised; so simple!
With regard to the second question,
as to when and where the kingdom of
God can be realised, the New Testament offers us two main answers.
Jesus himself used the term in a
twofold sense. Firstly, he referred to it
as something about to happen in the
future, at the end of our time or world.
Then he would return and establish
God’s kingdom.
But there are also references in the
bible which indicate that the kingdom
of God could be experienced already
here in our earthly life. For example,
when the pharisees asked Jesus (Luke
17: 20-21) “When will the kingdom of
God come?” he answered, “You cannot
tell by observation when the kingdom
of God comes. There will be no saying, ‘Look, here it is’ or ‘there it is’, for
in fact, the kingdom of God is amongst
you.”

So already in the gospels we have
two aspects of this kingdom. After
Jesus death and resurrection, amongst
On page 44 of the English translathe early Christian communities, the
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emphasis shifted to the future; at least,
this could be gathered from the letters
of the apostle Paul. He, in his letters,
stresses again and again that the end
of the world is approaching. Then
Jesus will return to judge the world and
establish the kingdom of God. For this
event Christians had to prepare themselves so that, on the great day, they
would be worthy of entering this new
state of eternal bliss and happiness.
To set your mind on Gods’ kingdom
means, I believe, to let yourself be
ruled and governed by God’s will - our
conscience if you like. And we know
from experience how hard this can be
- sometimes we don’t receive a message, or it’s too subtle, or just too hard.
Life and the challenges of life often
seem so complex that it is almost impossible to know what is right or wrong.
It is fairly easy to recognise true evil
and to avoid it. We know we should not
kill, steal, lie etc. More often we waver
between half rights, between duty and
inclination, between shades of grey,
and it is a question not so much of finding the ‘right’ way, but the ‘better’ way.
We may find ourselves in a situation where, whatever we do or decide,
someone will get hurt. Sometimes we
have to ‘be cruel to be kind’ as the saying goes. But when exactly does the
kindness have to stop and when should
the so-called cruelty begin? Jesus commands us to loving our neighbour. Yet
we usually have more than one neighbour and what pleases one may upset
the other. So whom do we please? Of
all the multiple choices Life presents
us with, which one, if any will get us
nearer to the kingdom of God?
We can regard our two parables
Page   26

of the mustard seed and the yeast as
words of encouragement and comfort.
However the most poignant element of
the two similes is that out of something
so tiny something so big or great can
grow. These parables were, in the first
place, an encouragement for Jesus’
disciples not to tire, but to continue
spreading the gospel. And looking back
on history today we can see how from
the first tiny beginnings, Christianity
grew and spread around the world.
The two parables can also be a
source of encouragement for us. They
remind us not to be disheartened by
our personal setbacks and disillusionments, nor by our relative smallness
as a religious community. Let us try
again and again in little things, in our
belief, in our attitude, in our actions to
be guided by the spirit of God, in our
striving for His kingdom on Earth. Any
kind thought, any friendly or encouraging word, any helpful or unselfish deed,
be they ever so unassuming, may
strike an echo and eventually grow into
something big.
And our parables also show us that
we humans cannot do everything or
be responsible for everything ourselves, but that we have to be patient
and sometimes let things work out by
themselves. The man sows the mustard seed in his garden and the woman
mixes the yeast with the dough - this
is what humans have to do, but then
nature takes over and behold what
happens!
The same is the case with the
kingdom of God. We all have to do our
bit, but we also have to have trust and
patience (and a little bit of faith), and
leave something to God and nature.
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A $100 donation was made on behalf of the TSA to the Mt Buller Alpine
Chapel committee in appreciation of
the use of this enchanting venue with
its natural, rugged bush setting.
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PRE-LUNCH STROLL THROUGH THE
MOUNT BULLER VILLAGE
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SUNDAY DINNER

Our chef Heinz Vollmer and his helpers excelled themselves again and produced a three course meal with all the trimmings. A truly classic example of what
community participation and goodwill amongst men can provide. The excellent
kitchen and cooking facilities of the ILTIS Hut helped, of course. Sharing of special biscuits and other nibblies stimulated the after-lunch coffee conversations.  
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SUNDAY AFTERNOON SESSION
What would a Kingdom of God
look like? Here is Alfred’s view of it.

c. the necessities of life and public
transport need to be free.

For me the Kingdom of God is a
society governed by Omniscient Awareness. Take heart and follow me to set
the guidelines for establish an omniscient government of awareness:

d. c ontrolling the environment and
the forces of a fundamentally
unfeeling Nature will need to be
considered in any plan for the
future. They are the real threat to
mankind’s ultimate future.

1.  My vision of kingdom of God does
not have any laws.
a. It is a society conscious of its
responsibilities. A society that
has risen above Moses’ Commandments in an awareness of
the human needs for society.
b. It is a functional base for the
growth and evolution of the human spirit.
2. M
 y vision of the kingdom of God
has a universal language for communication across borders and
continents.
a. c ultural local languages are considered a dialect of this universal
language.

There you have it. If you have a better plan, lets have that too. One thing
is for sure, the Kingdom of God won’t
come of its own accord. It is a human
invention that needs our united goodwill. It does not have to come through
the sword or Armageddon.
Unfortunately no records seem
to exist of other contributions to the
Sunday afternoon discussions. Some
details can be found in Friedrich Sawatzky’s report on the next page.
Following that, we have added several reflections, some motivated by the
creative environment of the weekend,
as a fitting summary to the stimulating
discussions.

b. a
 ccess to a world-wide electronic
communication system is free
c. s haring of information and public
knowledge is encouraged
3. M
 y vision of the kingdom of God is
an awareness that
a. g
 ood and bad, righteous and
evil are arbitrary definitions of
relevance and in themselves are
meaningless.
b. m
 oney and material possessions
are no longer seen as a status
symbol
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REFLECTIONS ON THE SEMINAR
FRIEDRICH SAWATZKY in the 2000
December Templer Record (624)
Looking for The Kingdom of God
It was a wild and woolly Friday
afternoon as we made our way up the
windy slopes of Mount Buller. Snow
flakes swirled through the air and
transformed the landscape into a glorious patter of white lace, interspersed
with the stark green of the snowgums.
It was freezing cold and we were glad
to escape to the warmth of the Iltis Ski
Lodge. Heinz Vollmer, the capable and
voluntary chef for the three days of the
Seminar, served a variety of piping hot
soups and many more scrumptious
meal additions.

Each team gradually assembled
their own list of interpretations of our
challenging topics:
a. C
 an we define what we are striving for?
i.

Religious Perspective

b. H
 ow do we measure progress
towards the Kingdom of God?
i.

Quality of life or membership

c. W
 hat effect does environment
and size of community have?
i.

Interaction is essential

d. C
 an there be a multitude of
God’s Kingdoms?
i.

Diversity in striving is natural

Seeking the Kingdom of God commenced late Saturday Morning with
Rolf Beilharz presenting some background information by quoting from
several books, including translations of
the Templer Handbook and Christoph
Hoffmann’s Occident & Orient. He and
the other speakers,  Irene Bouzo and
Alfred Klink, further complemented
introductions by giving a personal interpretation of the Templer Vision. Together it provided the base and framework
for the weekend’s discussions.

The seriousness of what we were
aiming to achieve did not deter anyone
from having a good time. Laughter
overlaid with clear thinking in the end
provided a very good set of guidelines
for Templers to live in today’s world, a
world in which we can effectively apply
the teachings of Jesus and practise the
principles which make up the Kingdom
of God. We achieved gratifying results
through a very harmonious interaction.
Our list of guidelines created a vision
for each and everyone’s individual and
community goals.

By the afternoon we numbered
some thirty people (and a half, Christine Ruff announced) and the group
split up into three teams who then
brainstormed the subject matter separately and independently.

Long walks, including a climb to the
summit, cleared the heads and sharpened our focus. It even jolted the silent
participants to start  talking.

Sunday morning Saal in the quaint
little Mt Buller chapel was serene and
beautiful. The bell pealed out in the
TSA 2000 Mount Buller Seminar
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crisp mountain air as we made our way
into the church. Natural rock walls contrasted starkly with plush dark-red carpet and the upholstery of gold-framed
chairs, but a large, back-lit cross high
above the simple altar demanded
immediate, attentive silence.  Invitations for others to join our service had
been posted in the Alpine Village well
in advance, but no one else joint our
little group. Harald Ruff, also one of the
organising committee, held the thought
provoking service. His theme centred
around the topic under discussion and
the relativity of good and evil. He even
introduced us to a new song, which
after two practice runs, we managed
quite well.
The afternoon discussion was
mainly used to summarise points noted
earlier. It was left for Vyrna and Rolf
Beilharz to formulate everything said
into a full and appropriate statement.
The discussion then drifted into
wide ranging Templer topics, and specifically focussed on ways to improve
interaction with the wider community.
Suggested image builders were:

be desired.
•

Target the Australian German
Welfare Society (AGWS) in a
membership drive. Invite all
current AGWS members to a
special Saal. Follow up by sending to each attendee a set of
Templer guideline material, and
possibly the Templer Record for
a period of say 6 months.

•

Consider a get-together of the
many young Templers who have
moved interstate. It may already
be appropriate to start a West
Australia Templer branch.

In conclusion, we, the participants,
would like to say to the Mt Buller Seminar committee, as well as to our chef, a
huge thank you for a very stimulating,
harmonious and wonderful weekend.
§
Our chef, Heinz Vollmer

• We must shed our self-centred  
behaviour at Saal and other
public functions and welcome
strangers to make them feel
comfortable among us.
•

Encourage new members into
our community by arranging
Templer “Open Days”. Advertise
same in local and appropriate
media. The Saal for the day
would focus on Templer beliefs
and Templer values, with all
elders present to assist in oneon-one discussions, should that
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The Weekend Seminar at Mt. Buller
by Resi Schwarzbauer
I am among the thirty or so people
who attended the seminar at Mt. Buller
at the end of October.    I must honesty
say I was drawn to the Seminar for a
number of reasons, one of course, was
to get away and enjoy the beautiful
scenery Mt. Buller offered, however, I
also thought it a time to concentrate on
religious or spiritual matters.   

table gave everyone the opportunity
to learn about the other and discuss
issues raised in a more personal way.     
All in all, it was a great weekend and I
recommend it to one and all.
Special thanks to the organizing
committee for all their work.
§

I feel that it is so easy to become totally engrossed in the daily life and thus
never take the time to reflect on these
matters.   The seminar’s main focus
was the “Kingdom of God” and at the
beginning of the seminar, we listened to
a number of persons perception of the
“Kingdom of God”.  This was followed
by a discussion and these discussions
often look at the role of the individuals
in the Temple Society as well as the
role and the future of the Temple Society.  This was done as a whole group
and also as little groups.   Overall, the
atmosphere was quite positive.
On Sunday, there was a church
service conducted by Harald Ruff at the
church on Mt. Buller.  It was interesting listening to a church service in
completely different surroundings.  The
church was built for churches of all denominations to use, but I felt it definitely
had an Italian Catholic touch.
Heinz Vollmer in his own wonderful
way catered for all our dietary needs.   
Alfred kept us up to date  with his
digital camera – the photo was taken
and a short time later, it was already on
the computer screen.  The walks, as
well as the conversations at the dinner
TSA 2000 Mount Buller Seminar
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Here is the relevant part of a Service held in the Boronia Hall on 10
December 2000 by Alfred Klink
Ich kann die Folgerungen des Mt
Buller Templer Seminars etwa so fassen: Wir sehen das Reich Gottes nicht
als ein unerklärlicher Idealzustand
auf den wir zustreben sollen, nicht ein
biblischer Himmel auf Erden, nicht ein
Ziel das, wenn erreicht, uns wunderhaft
mit menschlicher Vollendung belohnt,
sondern dieses Geschenk Gottes,
das Reich Gottes, ist im Streben nach
Besserem. Im Trachten danach, im
gemeinsamen Tun, im gegenseitigen
hilfreichen Ansporn liegt das Reich-tum
das wir suchen.
Deshalb kann es auch mehrere
solche Königreiche geben, unendlich
viele. Selbst die Art der Religion ist
letzten Endes unwichtig, denn was die
Menschen guten Willens vereint ist das
Streben nach besseren Lebensbedingungen, und nicht das absolute Ziel.
Auf diese Weise gesehen ist das
Reich Gottes offensichtlich bereits
unter uns. Siehe dich um, die Möglichkeiten der Besserung sind alletwegen, in unendlicher, gottgegebener
Fülle. Es liegt an uns die leeren Worte
von “besseren Zeiten” in konkrete Wirklichkeit zu versetzen. Gott hat uns die
Vernunft und den Verstand gegeben
von unserer Einsicht in die Gesetze der
Natur besten Nutzen zu machen.
Eine bekannte Persönlichkeit wurde
kürzlich gefragt, was sind die drei besten Wege den Lebensstandard eines
Landes zu heben. Und die Antwort war:
Grundschule, Hochschule und Universität. Nichts, aber auch Garnichts ist
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mit dem Erfolg zu vergleichen den ein
wachsender Bildungsgrad einem Land
gibt. Die Wissenschaft durchdringt alle
menschlichen Talente, Technologie,
Medizin, Literatur, Religion und sozial
Fürsorge, und sogar Politik. Ja, der
Bildungsgrad der Menschen eines
Landes bestimmt sogar wie sich ein
Volk regieren läßt. Es gibt dazu eine
Formel: Wenn weniger als die Hälfte
der Bevölkerung lesen und schreiben
kann schafft eine Monarchie (oder
Diktatur) am besten. Mit zwischen 50%
und 90% Literacy ist der ideale Zustand
ein demokratisches System. Nähert
sich der Prozentsatz jedoch hundert, so
wird auch die Demokratie kraftlos und
artet aus in ein leeres Schauspiel. Ein
gutes Beispiel dafür sind die derzeitigen Präsident Wahlen in Amerika.
Eine radikal andre Art von Government muß sich mit der Zeit entwickeln,
das ist jedem klar. Welche Form solch
ein ideales Government haben wird
beschäftigt die Philosophen schon
seit 2000 Jahren. Und hier kommen
wir zurück zum Reich Gottes. Ich
persönlich sehe in der fortschreitenden
Bildung der Allgemeinheit, im höheren
Bewußtsein, die Anfangsbedingungen
vom Reich Gottes. Dem Traum wo jeder Mensch sich verantwortungsvoll fühlt
für seinen Mitmenschen und jedem
andern Menschen trauen will. Der menschliche Verstand hat die wunderbare
Gabe voraus zu denken und sich in
andere Situationen zu versetzen. Viele
sagen sogar, dass dies der Hauptgrund
für unser relativ großes Gehirn sei. Es
ist eine Gabe die durch allgemeine
Bildung maximal effektiv werden kann.
Verbunden mit einer Informationstech-
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nologie die jeden Einzelnen erfaßt, wird
dann jeder Einzelne sich der Folgen
seines eigenen Tuns bewusst sein und
wird von selbst Entscheidungen treffen
die zum Wohl der Allgemeinheit beitragen. Er wird das tun weil er bewusst
am Wohl der Gemeinde beteiligt ist,
und weil sie sein eigenes Wohl bedingt.

the wider community -but we are probably not sufficiently modern, exciting or
challenging to attract much attention
or even to maintain the interest of our
children and grandchildren. What can
we do about that?

Und so entsteht durch fortwährende
höhere Bildung ein Government der
aktiven Gerechtigkeit, die sich selbst
regelt, ohne Zwang und ohne gesetzliche Drohung, als ob sie ein einziger
Kopf regiere. Ein Reich Gottes auf
Erden.
§

Peter Uhlherr in his Founding Day
Service 23 June 2002 succinctly
puts his finger on the current dilemma of our Temple Society in
Australia:
For 40 years we have enjoyed
peace and relative affluence, have
been putting effort and capital into the
community -the results are there for
all to see. But today, the gap between
ourselves and our neighbours is no
longer there [as it was in Palestine].
The example of our community and
our achievements is no longer that
conspicuous among other equally
successful communities. Any spiritual
progress that we may have made in
the last 140 years is also completely
integrated into our community -it is not
readily distinguishable from outside. I
believe we still have something to offer

Sorry to disappoint you -but I have
no answer. But I do want to ask a
question. Can we identify a long term
goal, of significance to our children and
grandchildren, that would challenge
them and give them a focus on their future? Achievable or not does not really
matter; so long as it fires the imagination and makes them keen and willing
to embark on the Journey.
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SEEDS FOR THE
KINGDOM OF GOD

fections the moment human fallacies
are introduced into them. Whether we
refer to biblical references, Dante,  Milton or other poetic attempts to describe
Elysium or Utopia, whichever way one
tries to visualise such a kingdom, life,
its vagaries and its nobility, are always
part of it.

For us Templers the Kingdom of
God is a serious subject. Serious that
is, in the sense of its imminence here
and now. It is in the air we breath, in
the food we eat, in what we think and
what we do, everyday.

All attempts to create a perfect
world by separating “good” people from
“bad” people are doomed to failure,
because those definitions themselves
are flawed. They are as unnatural as
are heaven and hell. Such undertakings are no different from fascist or
racist regimes, elevating themselves
artificially by discriminatory denouncement of all others.

(thoughts towards the Templer
Seminar on Mt Buller, 28- 29 October
by Alfred Klink).

You can almost feel it coming, its
just around the next corner, all we have
to do is ... what? Here we come up
against that age-old stumbling block:
“what else must I do, Master?” We
know “our kingdom” is not realised
through Armageddon, not with supernatural resurrection and not at the end
of the physical world - it comes from
our combined actions here and now.
But in spite of the best intentions, Templers, like religious people everywhere,
have great difficulties in visualising a
“God’s Kingdom” of this world.
The problem is that there is no
precedent, no meaningful directions
that make the biblical ideals compatible
with life as we know it.  Even a pacific
protest can turn into an ugly confrontation, as shown by recent supposedly
peaceful demonstrations at G20 in Melbourne, in which many innocent people
did get hurt.
The only consolation in this dilemma
(really a poor substitute for consolation)
is that definitions of such “kingdoms”,
even when placed beyond reality into a
“next world”, still suffer the same imperPage   36

The Kingdom of God, to have any
lasting meaning to us, has to be a
kingdom for all life. Life with all its glory
and its misery, ecstasy and despair. For
this is life, as we know it. A Life that has
proven itself a survivor in a fundamentally hostile environment, a world where
co-operation and competition are the
subjects of pedagogy and its diploma is
our existence.
Our Brigitte Hoffmann, in “Those
that live God’s Laws” (September 2000
Warte) has looked at the Templer’s
traditional religious and philosophical
guidelines and how these guidelines
have gradually evolved into our present
day compromises.
I was fascinated by the clear and
simple arguments Brigitte uses to divorce the current Templer philosophies
from those expressed by Christoph
Hoffmann 140 years ago, and ultimately from his interpretations
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Brigitte here speaks with the voice
of a collective “we” for consensus at
the recent TGD Bernstein Seminar.  
Her summations highlight the state of
flux Templer philosophies today find
themselves in. We are like adolescents  
struggling with simple childish doctrines
of good and bad in an adult world of
sagacity, where definitions of the law
we assumed fully covered by the simple commandment “love God and your
neighbour” fill whole libraries.  
At the risk of distorting her meanings I will try and translate a few extracted passages to show what I mean:
“....for [Christoph] Hoffmann a truly
Christian Community is the Kingdom
of God, a new Jerusalem. That was his
theological postulate. None of us would
today use such a definition anymore.
We no longer seek a single, clearly
defined and recognisable path to
salvation. Nor do we believe any early
community to have been a ‘Kingdom of
God’ that could have prevailed against
all the forces of the world. Not simply
because historic experiences tell us
otherwise, but also because it would
have to contain dogmas, which we no
longer share.”
“...so the Kingdom of God can not
be a static and secure state of perfection, but one that evolves, exposed to
the same risk of failure inherent anywhere where there are high degrees of
freedom, both quantitative and qualitative.”
“What then,” Brigitte further asks,
“what makes such a community different from the rest of the world as it is
now? A Christian spirit? But then, how
do you define that quality?

And once we define a community as
the perfect “Kingdom of God” can it be
duplicated somewhere else? Under different conditions? Can there be a multiplicity of ideal communities, [is there a
plural to The Kingdom of God?] spread
over different continents, each evolving
independently according to their natural
environment?
An appeal to a higher authority (a
Pope?) does not fit well with today’s
democratic society, whose members
feel uneasy with any form of absolutism.”
It is Brigitte’s concluding remarks
I feel that invite further discussions:
What is it that makes a community
(and community life in particular) so
important to us? Comfort and Security?
Social activity? Intellectual stimulation?
Opportunity to discuss and to practice
religion? Is it the seed of God’s Kingdom?  
One community attribute that is
often overlooked and greatly underestimated in importance is the opportunities a community environment offers
to its individual members to express
themselves in a meaningful and creative way. Most other things you can find
these days literally on the street, but
very few of us are sufficiently talented
by Nature to be independently creative.
We need both a motivating necessity
and a fertile ground to plant our fragile
ideas in.
While we may occasionally grizzle
and complain how active communal
volunteering is costing us time and
money, quiet reflection shows that the
hidden rewards of such activities are in
the challenges to our creativity. Most of
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us need the stimulation from a “necessary” task to justify to ourselves an expenditure of energy and resources on
otherwise nonessential items. Instead
of guilt, joy then provides the incentive.
For me recognition of evolution in
religious philosophy, and an admission to historic failures of many socioreligious experiments in the past, is a
prerequisite of a living religion. Before
a Kingdom of God can universally be
accepted as the absolute pinnacle of
social harmony I feel we need a new
[more user-friendly] definition of what is
traditionally understood by the expression “the Kingdom of God” and what is
meant by “understanding ‘God’s will’”.
And that can only be found in greater intellectual and spiritual freedom of
the individual.
§
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Prominent sign on the neighbouring
“Avalanche” Ski Hut
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