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The Kiln
       Caring for our Natural and our Cultural Environment

Rangers’ Report
Dear Friends Group Members,

Bollards have been installed along Ash Landing and Little
Bunyip Tracks as well as a new gate at the bottom of Little
Bunyip Track.
Yarra Fire District completed it’s Planned Burning for the
season with all objectives met. We are currently putting in
the bollards and walking stiles for Russell Creek and Dyers
Creek Track.
Bushwalking Victoria Groups have been busy also
working on track clearing the Lawson’s Falls and Discovery
Walking Tracks – with great results in the more remote
sections of the Park.
4WD Victoria has successfully removed some burnt out
and dumped cars from the park with still a few more to go.
The Friends of Labertouche Caves have been busy track
clearing and cleaning (removal of graffiti through the cave
system) and installing chicken wire on the steps to reduce
the slipping hazard.

With summer over and winter well and truly upon us, we
have seen our Fire Crew finish up for the season and we
have moved into Seasonal Gate closures and Gate Repairs.
The past 6 months has seen a lot of work done out in the
park with a very quiet fire season.

The 2015 Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival went really well.
With very cold weather we still had a great turnout and the
day went smoothly – a credit to all those involved (page 3).
Gembrook Primary School Tree Planting day went very well.  
We saw 250 trees planted over 2 sites including some tree
guard and rubbish removal from one site (page 5).

Our restructure is now complete, which sees Jack
Dinkgreve as our New Area Chief Ranger and Anthony
Hester as Team Leader, to take on all aspects of park
delivery out of the Gembrook Office.  

The Labertouche Friends Group has a tree planting
day coming up in July with prep works well underway. The
walking track is looking good as some track clearing and
spraying works have been undertaken.

Most of our main tracks in the park have been graded and
potholing completed over the past 6 months. Black Snake
Creek Road has been upgraded to a strategic fire access
with major works to the road and drainage as well as some
slashing along the sides. Shepherds Creek Road has also
been upgraded – resurfaced and slashed. Tracks around
Yarra Bubba have also had slashing works completed. Tree
Risk work has been carried out at Scout Loop Camping
area and all the concrete pads installed, ready for fitting
tables and fire pits over the next few months. Ship Rock
Falls Walking Track has had the handrail extended and a
new retaining wall installed at the lookout. As well, the track
has been re benched and the surface rocked. The Thornton,
Tomahawk, Ferres, Benchrest and Russells Walking Tracks
have all had track clearing works completed.

We have recently caught up with all Friends Groups to
complete the Annual Volunteer Activity Support Plan for
2015-2016 and look forward to implementing them over the
next 12 months.
Rozz Browne has increased her days from 2 to 3 which
has given her more capacity to help out with Friends Groups
and activities. So into the future, Rozz may be your best port
of call.
Until next time stay safe.
Regards
Rozz and Andy and all the staff at Parks Victoria
Gembrook.
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Friends of Kurth Kiln 2015 Activity Report
The year started off with two sessions painting the Huts and the Picket Fence (see page 4). Treating the cladding of the
huts and the wooden picket fence with a preservative paint mixture is an ongoing, two year program. The mixture of Black
Tar, Linseed Oil and Mineral Turps is the product nowadays recommended by the Parks Victoria Heritage Department.
Our normal meeting days / working bees are on the second Saturday of each month. They are a creative gathering and
quite a bit of work gets done: Catching up with general maintenance, checking out the  condition of the local walking tracks,
cleaning the display windows and the Interpretation Boards and talking to the casual visitors. But the March meeting had a
special significance – we celebrated the 50th wedding anniversary for Glen and Jan Binstead.       

Glen and Jan join hands cutting the cake | Ron framed the historic contour map | Carmel and Jasper at Werribee Zoo

Glen, our Vice President, is also our Maintenance Manager and looks after the regular grass mowing on the site, which
can be quite a chore in summer time. But it is a pleasure to see it looking tidy and inviting.

Grant Works
• T
 he Melbourne Water 2014 Re-vegetation grant has now been
completed, with left-over funds used to produce a 2015 calendar,
highlighting local school involvement in our re-vegetation activities
over the years (see page 5).
• Our 2015 Heritage Festival was funded in part by Cardinia Shire
Council and the Bendigo Bank (see next page) and we thank both
organisations for their support. A funding application for the 2016
festival has now been lodged by David.
• Raewyn has applied for Melbourne Water Community Support
funding, which has been approved for $550.00.
• We have applied to Community Heritage Grants 2015 - National
Library of Australia, for funding for conservation work on the historic Charcoal Grader, to stop further degradation,
and to the Yarra Ranges Council for funds to produce a booklet on the tracks in Kurth Kiln Regional Park.

Functions attended
The Friends of Kurth Kiln group was represented at functions to support the environment and volunteer activities:
• T
 he Friends had been nominated for the ‘Community Organisation of the Year’ Award so two representatives
attended a reception for the nominees on Thursday 22 January at the Cardinia Cultural Center.
• Six of the Friends of Kurth Kiln attended the Yarra Ranges Council Environmental Volunteer Celebration on 1 March
2015 at the Burrinja Cultural Centre in Upwey.
• Yarra Valley ECOSS invited the Friends of Kurth Kiln to bring their display to the Ecotopia Junction Festival,
Celebrating Home Grown in the Yarra Valley on Sunday 22 March.
• The Port Phillip Region of the Department of Environment, Land Water and Planning held a public interaction
consultation ‘Open House’ session on Thursday 26 March at which 6 of our members attended.
• Parks Victoria invited friends and volunteers to join them at Werribee Mansion and Werribee Open Range Zoo on
Saturday 16 May in recognition of their contributions to Melbourne’s parklands. Four members from the Friends of
Kurth Kiln accepted the invitation.
• The Friends Group was represented at the Southern Ranges Environment Affiliation Meeting 6 May 2015 at the
Puffing Billy Station in Gembrook.
• The Power of Volunteering Conference ‘Give Happy, Live Happy’ Tuesday 5 May 2015 at the Japara Living and
Learning Centre in Kilsyth (held in support of National Volunteer Week) was attended by two of our members.
• The Friends of Kurth Kiln were invited to attend the Wanderslore Sanctuary field day, run by the Trust for Nature and
Port Phillip & Westernport CMA, on Saturday 23 May (see page 7).
  
   Alfred.
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Kurth Kiln 2015 Heritage Festival, Sunday 18 April
Although the weather was not the best we feel the festival
was still a success. A number of participants said that they
enjoyed themselves and would like to come back next year.
The festival is a great venue to promote the historical and
picturesque Kurth Kiln.
MC Fran
Huesmann
presented
flowers to
Mayor of
Cardinia Shire,
Cr. Leticia
Wilmot, who
opened the
festival

The Weathered Heads Blue Grass band delighted the
audience with their music throughout the day

The Red Cross
catered with
delicious food
and drinks for
the visitors
and volunteers

The environmental groups brought their varied displays.  
The Husky race was held, the machinery people and
members from the Victorian Military Vehicles Corps brought
their machines and their historic vehicles.  
Also attending the festival were the Mayor of Yarra Ranges
Shire, Cr. Maria McCarthy left, and Lucinda (Cindy) McLeish,
Electorate Eildon Liberal Party
From left:
Glenn
McMillan,
Southern
Ranges
Environment
Alliance,
Sarah Fowler,
Yarra Ranges
Environment
Volunteer
Support
Officer, Mayor
Cr. Maria
McCarthy and
Mayor Leticia
Wilmot

The children
had a
wonderful time
being
entertained
by Simon
Harrex from
the Shire
of Cardinia
helped by Bev,
chasing balls
and bubbles

The ‘Highway Robbery’ was a success with the players
enjoying themselves as much as the spectators. All said they
had fun and will come back next year and participate again.

Singer Jacqui
Rutten
sang “The
Improvisations
of Nature” at
the opening of
the Heritage
Festival

     

   Page     3

Caring for our Cultural Heritage
Looking after a historic Heritage Site is a demanding responsibility. Without carefully planned upkeep, some deterioration
will inevitably occur. Conservation, as the name implies, requires the ability to carry out the necessary maintenance without
obviously affecting the appearance and the integrity of the establishment.
Under the guidance of Parks Victoria, the Friends of Kurth Kiln have been treating the wooden structures on site with
a special preservative paint against weathering and rotting. This activity is a large part of our maintenance program and
working bees are regularly scheduled to keep up with the need. The ingredients of the special mixture have to be heated
for mixing and then applied either by pressure sprayer or brush to the wooden surfaces.

Sometimes our efficient organiser Henriëtte brings her class of TAFE Students to volunteer for the activity.

Our painting team in action, Jasper, Glen and Craig, and Laurence patching up a wombat hole with Joe and Tyrone
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Caring for our Environment
Finishing the Melbourne Water Grant for Re-vegetating along the lower
Tomahawk Creek Area
In 2014 Raewyn from the Friends of Kurth Kiln organised a Melbourne Water grant for re-vegetation of part of the Lower
Tomahawk Creek area. On 9 May 2014, with the help of the Gembrook Primary School, the area at the corner of Beenak
Road, Shepherds Creek Road and Gilwell Track was re-vegetated, and on 14 June 2014, this time with the help of the
Wandin Rotary Club, the 1st Belgrave Scout group and Melinda from TAFE, an area near the junction of Shepherd and
Tomahawk Creek was re-vegetated .
Henriëtte, looking after the project, arranged for some 50 Gembrook Primary School students to come again on Friday
29 May 2015 to complete the project with the finishing touches. A sausage sizzle BBQ was organised by Glen and Jan.

Henriëtte,
with Joe
looking on,
showing
the
students
(who were
working at
the Beenak
Road,
Shepherd
Creek and
Gilwell
Track site)
how to
plant.

Henriëtte
organised
the
students
into pairs.
Soon
everyone
was busy
collecting
plants,
digging
holes,
putting in
bamboo
stakes
and
planting.
The
students
then
tidied
the site
before
a group
photo was
taken.

The Friends of Kurth Kiln thank the students
for their work, the teachers for looking after the
students and the parents for bringing them in the
morning and collecting them in the afternoon.

The students enjoyed their sausage sizzle and a cordial
drink under the Big Shed roof.

.

  
After lunch Rozz Browne, Parks Victoria Ranger  
Gembrook, spoke about the importance of keeping our
waterways clean. Rozz gave a demonstration of what
happens to our creeks and rivers if people are careless.
Starting off with a clean tub of water she ran through the
creeks and rivers journey and told of the rubbish, herbicides
etc they can pick up. The students were given small jars
of what the waterways can (and do) collect as they pass
through inhabited areas. The end result was a dirty tub filled
with all kind of nasty rubbish.
   In the afternoon the

students went on a
walk along the Thornton
Track, some stopping to
have their photo taken
at the sign of a previous
Gembrook School revegetation, and to read
the interpretation boards
on the Thornton Track.
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Caring for our Fauna and Flora
FoBSP and VNPA Caught on Camera Nature Watch Program
For the past 3 years the Friends of Bunyip State Park (FoBSP) has worked together with the Victorian National Parks
Association (VNPA) and the Arthur Rhyla Institute for Environmental Research (ARI) to develop and run a monitoring
program for terrestrial fauna using remote sensing cameras located across Bunyip State Park (BSP) and Kurth Kiln Regional
Park (KKRP).  This project was primarily established to collect data on the impact of fire on fauna in the state park. It also
provides evidentiary data essential to the value promotion and park management goals of the group. For the Friends Group,
the project’s benefits are maintaining member interest, expanding our knowledge and capability base, and providing vital
evidence to support and publicise the value of the park to local stakeholders and interest groups.
In the long term, the value of this project is enormous. The continued data collection will provide visibility on the
sustainability of key fauna species (i.e. Southern Brown and Long-nosed bandicoots) which is an exceptional resource
for park management. This data will contribute to the regional conservation management plans and educate our local
communities towards conserving biodiversity. The proposed strategy for a 10 year monitoring program will be very helpful
for ensuring the project has clear direction, longevity and value to a wide range of stakeholders.
Now in its third year at BSP the program rotates cameras across 20 set locations (in BSP & KKRP). The cameras are
sensitive to motion and infrared, and are left in situ for 3 weeks before being refurbished and relocated to the next location.
To date some 20+ mammal species are being observed including bandicoots, antechinus sp., dunnart sp., bush rats,
echidna, swamp wallaby, grey kangaroo and a number of feral species. Speedy reporting of any feral predator images to
Danny at PV Gembrook is an enormous benefit to the local feral management program. Birds and reptiles are also seen at
most sites, attracted to the disturbed bait station site and the smell of peanut butter!
Jasper and Ian lead the two teams in the BSP field program. We take great delight in showing off the far reaching beauty
of Gembrook’s parks to many new volunteers from VNPA not familiar with our region. Christine is the Nature Watch project
leader at VNPA, managing the overall program (3 locations across Victoria), all volunteers, returned imagery data and
equipment.

Camera positioning and set-up with Jasper, Christine and Ian

Report by Ian Vaskess,
President Friends of Bunyip State Park.
Images by NatureWatch, VNPA)
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Visitors and Visiting
by Meredith Bryce

Fire Ecology Workshop Field Trip to Kurth Kiln Regional Park 19 April
As part of a Fire Ecology workshop organised by the Southern Ranges Environment Alliance, Yarra Ranges Council and
DELWP, a group visited Kurth Kiln Park to look at 2 areas – one which had been burnt a few weeks earlier, and another
scheduled for burning next year.  The excursion was led by fungi expert Dr Mary Cole, and Dr Annette Muir, a scientist who
has been conducting research on the effects of fire on various plant species in the Kurth Kiln and Bunyip Parks.
Mary identified a range of fungi in the two areas – some saprophytic (feeding on dead organic matter) and others
mycorrhizal. She told us that mycorrhizal fungi form associations with plant roots which are often essential to both partners,
as each can provide nutrients which the other needs, but cannot produce for itself. Fire which is too hot, or carried out when
fungi is fruiting (spring or autumn), can damage or kill fungi, and retard the recovery of the ecosystem.
Annette was concerned that too frequent fire is threatening Hairpin Banksia (Banskia spinulosa) in the area. Although
this banksia is widespread, and flowering profusely, Annette pointed out that very few of the flowers are setting seed – there
were hardly any of the woody cones that contain the seed forming on the plants in the area to be burnt soon. If there is not
enough viable seed when an area is burnt, the plant cannot regenerate.
In spite of the rain (and hail), we had a very interesting excursion, and many of the participants were able to go back to
the Kiln afterwards, to enjoy the Heritage Festival.

Wanderslore Sanctuary

Graeme Lorimer, PhD on tour

Ed McNabb presentation

Assembly in front of the shed

Wanderslore was the ideal location for an event recently hosted by Trust for Nature, the Friends of Wanderslore, and the
Port Phillip & Westernport Catchment Management Authority.
Wanderslore is a 10-hectare bushland reserve covering a hillside and several gullies behind the Launching Place Hotel.
The property was assembled by Constance Coleman, a local artist, schoolteacher and conservationist, who progressively
purchased adjoining uncleared housing blocks throughout her life.  Before her death, Constance donated Wanderslore to
Trust for Nature (TFN), to preserve it as ‘sanctuary reserve for the preservation of wildlife and plants’.
This event focussed on identifying, monitoring and preserving the natural values of our own bush. It included a walk
around Wanderslore to appreciate some of the natural and historical features, and several very interesting presentations,
beginning with Geoff Durham, Convenor of the Friends of Wanderslore, who outlined the history and nature of the Sanctuary.
Ben Cullen of TFN explained how they can help preserve valuable areas of our natural landscape in several ways:
• L
 andowners can develop a Covenant with Trust for Nature, to protect all or part of their property from disturbance
into the future, regardless of changes of ownership or zoning.
• TFN also manages a number of properties of high conservation value which have been gifted to, or purchased by
the Trust, for the benefit of all Victorians.
• In addition, TFN has a ‘revolving fund’ used to purchase environmentally significant land, which is on-sold with a
conservation covenant attached.
Ed McNabb delighted us with images and recordings of nocturnal wildlife. I personally recommend his CDs for helping
to identify which owl, possum or other creature is making the sounds we hear outside at night.
Graeme Lorimer took us back into the bush to describe various monitoring techniques which we can carry out regularly
to help us become aware of changes over time on our own properties – from simple photo points, to either quick, or more
comprehensive flora surveys of a defined area, known as a “quadrat”.  Graeme made the point that landowners may be in a
better position than scientists to identify changes, because of their continuing association with, and interest in, their specific
area.
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Reflections on the Past  

Originally there
were  eighteen
Forestry huts,
with Soldiers
Road in  
between the
buildings. Then
one day a fire
burnt most of
them.
As part of the
Picnic Ground
development
the four huts
now standing
were restored
from the leftover material,
and a picket
fence built
around the
caretakers
compound.

email: alfred.ursula@bigpond.com

The 2016 Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival will be
on Sunday 17 April, and planning has already
started. We look forward to seeing you then.
If you would like to participate, have a stall, help
with the organisation or help on the day, please
let us know, you would be most welcome.

We thank Sue Jarvis for the historic pictures, dated 1982.   

Friends of Kurth Kiln
Post Office Box 169
Woori Yallock
Victoria 3139
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