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The Kiln 
Caring for our Cultural Heritage and its Natural Environment 

The launch of “Walking for Pleasure” was an enjoyable occasion, celebrating the publication 
of a resource which will bring further enjoyment to many.   
About 50 people attended the launch, appreciating ideal weather in the Kiln’s beautiful setting 
at its spring best. Those attending included many contributors to the preparation of the 
booklet, local dignitaries, and interested friends. 
The booklet was launched with a series of cordial speeches, 
acknowledging the value of the publication, the work it represents, 
particularly the contribution of Ursula and Alfred Klink, and the 
funding provided by Yarra Ranges Council. 
The refreshments were lavish and delicious, the centrepiece a rather 
special cake, decorated with a representation of the tracks of the 
Park. 
Everyone went away with a copy of “Walking for Pleasure” which will 
certainly deliver pleasure. 
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Walking for Pleasure 
in Kurth Kiln Regional Park 

This booklet provides a comprehensive description of the 
walking tracks within Kurth Kiln Regional Park, and much 
more – it is an overview of the Park, its history and its place 
in the community.  It reflects the activities, dedication and 
enthusiasm of the Friends of Kurth Kiln, and many 
contributors from the wider community. 

Ursula Klink has walked all the described tracks, carrying a 
GPS to record the routes, from which Alfred has prepared the 
maps.  

This on-the-ground research by Ursula and a range of 
walking companions, most particularly Bev, has resulted in a 

reliable guide to the tracks in the Park which are currently open for enjoyment.  

The booklet is an invaluable resource for both locals and visitors to the area from further afield. It 
is small enough to carry as you explore the park, but contains a wealth of information, not just to 
guide your excursion, but to introduce you to the richness of the area you are visiting, in its many 
aspects. It is readily available from the Friends of Kurth Kiln for a donation of $12 to the group.  

Roads and Tracks, Favourite Walks 
The first chapters of the booklet contain descriptions of each track by name, and include length, 
grade, location, landscape and wildlife features, and history.  

The booklet divides the Park into five sections. Tracks are grouped according to their location, 
and each section includes a map, allowing visitors to plan an expedition, or explore according to 
their time and inclination. 

For serious walkers, various tracks have been combined into longer circuit walks, mostly day 
walks of 12-24 km. However, this section also includes the 4.2 km Tomahawk Creek Walk, which 
provides a pleasant introduction to the Park for visitors to the Kiln site. 
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The Park’s History, Biodiversity  
and Community Values 

The later sections of the booklet provide an overview of the 
amazing range of community activities, both past and present, 
which the Kurth Kiln Regional Park supports.  

Kurth Kiln Regional Park is native bushland, and this 
underpins all the community activities which take place in it.  
Its biodiversity - the plants and animals, large, small and 
microscopic - creates an environment that people enjoy 
camping in, walking, driving or riding through, learning about 
or simply experiencing. For many city people, and local 
children, this is their introduction to ‘the bush’. 

Some of these community activities are focussed on 
understanding and preserving the cultural and natural values, 
others on simply enjoying the environment they provide. 

The booklet covers the history of the area (indigenous and 
settler), the story of the Kiln, and the activities of the Friends 
group.  

The book also describes the natural environment - the vegetation communities, wildlife and 
waterways - and some of the many activities dedicated to learning about, protecting and 
preserving the Park’s biodiversity. 

The last section introduces Users of the Park – the stories of “some of the many people who 
appreciate our bush environment in diverse ways”, including walkers young and old, campers, 
horse riders, bike riders, students and the many participants in the annual Heritage Festival. 

“Walking for Pleasure” is a gem - not just a useful reference but also a compelling case for 
preserving remnant bushland within easy reach of an increasingly urbanised society. 

Ringtail Possums live in bark nests (dreys) 
constructed in tree hollows or among the 
branches. These possums are an 
important food source for the iconic large 
forest owls of the Park.       Photo by Jordan Toman 

At about 90 metres, these Mountain Ash 
trees in the Upper Tomahawk area of 
Kurth Kiln Regional Park are among the 
tallest living trees on mainland Australia. 

‘Caught on Camera’ volunteers set up a 
camera trap to survey wildlife as part of 
a National Parks Association project. 

 

An unusual white form of the Fringe Lily 
(Thysanotus spp) flowers beside 
Woodduck Track. These normally purple 
flowers adorn the Park in late spring and 
early summer. 
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Parks Victoria Christmas BBQ for Friends Groups 

The annual Parks Victoria Christmas BBQ for Friends’ Groups was held at Kurth Kiln this year.  

 About 30 people from a range of local 
Friends Groups and associates enjoyed a 
congenial gathering and a generous feast. 

Parks Victoria Ranger Rozz Browne and 
Senior Ranger Andy Musgrove hosted it, 
and, as usual, their duties extended to 
cooking up a plentiful array of barbecue 
meats, as well as sharing some 
observations on the achievements of 2016. 

 

 

 After a wet spring, and some dedicated 
gardening, the hut area was vivid green and 
colourful. I’m sure the huts never looked this 
good when it was a forestry camp ! 

Carmel and Jasper brought along a 
pair of Christmas babies 
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Gas Producers in action - a Recollection 

As a child born in 1937, I remember the 
Gas Producer on the back of my 
grandfathers 1932 Buick, a left hand drive, 
soft top Sedan. I remember going to 
greening (sic) with a whole mob of kids in 
the back seat and lots of smoke from the 
Gas Producer. At the end of WWII the 
Northcote tip near my parents home was 
full of thousand of dumped Gas 
Producers. As kids we played cowboys 
and Indians amongst these.  

Fred Bye 31.10.2016  

Above: A gas producer in the Kiln display 

today. 

Left: A gas producer fitted to a Buick like 

Fred’s grandfather’s.  

Tall Astelia Recovery Project Update 
The Tall Astelia Recovery Group (a special interest group within the Friends of Kurth Kiln) has completed 
Phase 1 of the Tall Astelia Recovery Project. The Group is attempting to increase the numbers of this 
critically endangered lily in the Kurth Kiln Regional Park by propagation and reintroduction.   

This first phase, which was funded by a grant under DELWPs 
Threatened Species Protection Initiative and sponsored by 
Parks Victoria, involved collecting plant material from the wild, 
to be propagated by the Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater 
community nursery. Since Tall Astelia survives mostly in 
remote wet gullies, this required David Lockwood (pictured), 
Laurence Gaffney and others spending a number of days 
slogging through the bush, locating populations, collecting 
material and carrying it back out. Plant material (tubers and 
foliage) was collected from most of the known populations of 
Tall Astelia (excluding an isolated patch in the Otways). 
A number of permits from Parks Victoria and DELWP were 
required to collect plant material from the wild. The permits 
also allowed the collection of a small percentage of the 
available seed, but as unfortunately very few plants are 
flowering and setting seed, this is not a practical means of 
propagation. 

The Helmeted Honeyeater community nursery is currently nurturing the collected plants, and will begin 
propagation by plant division when they are sufficiently advanced. 
Phase 2 of this project will be the introduction of the 
propagated plants into Kurth Kiln Regional Park in areas 
suitable for Tall Astelia, but where it no longer occurs.  
Astelia Habitat is remote, rugged and wet, with abundant 
leeches. Accessing these areas requires dedicated and fit 
volunteers under the guidance of experts to ensure personal 
safety and to avoid exacerbating threats to existing Astelia 
populations.  Effective but low impact fencing or guarding, to 
protect the new plants from browsing and trampling, is now a 
priority for investigation by the Recovery Group.  
Future grants are likely to be required for this work.  
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Caught on Camera 
For the fifth year, the ‘Caught on Camera’ project deployed motion-sensing 
cameras in Kurth Kiln Regional Park and Bunyip State Park during late winter 
and spring to monitor wildlife. Part of a 10-year program sponsored by the 
National Parks Association, it is led locally by Jasper Hails and Ian Vaskess. 
Jasper is a member of both Friends of Kurth Kiln and Friends of Bunyip State 
Park, and Ian is President of the Friends of Bunyip State Park. Friends of Kurth 
Kiln’s new booklet ‘Walking for Pleasure’ includes several pages describing this 
project. 
In past years this project has identified 
more than 20 mammal species, both 
native and feral; in particular Southern 
Brown Bandicoots have proved to be 
more numerous than was feared.  

This year a new aspect was incorporated 
in the survey - ‘Communities Listening for Nature’ - which uses 
automated recording devices to capture sound at the monitoring 
sites. This has generated enormous amounts of data to be analysed by computer software, which must be 
‘taught’ by human experts to recognise the typical calls of local birds. 
Ian Vaskess hopes that as well as using the recordings to survey local bird populations, the sound and 
image data can be used together to isolate the sounds made by the mammals which are ‘caught on 
camera’. 

Shiprock Falls Revegetation - A Project for 2017 and beyond 
Parks Victoria and the Friends of Kurth Kiln have identified an 
area adjacent to the car park at Shiprock Falls which is in 
need of revegetation. At the June working bee we visited this 
site, and found expanses of highly compacted soil with little or 
nothing growing there.   
The area has presumably been used for camping and car 
parking in the past, and is now very inhospitable, and 
something of an eyesore.  In addition, the bare compacted 
soil causes runoff, degrading the water quality in the adjacent 
McCrae Creek, with potentially damaging impacts on the 
platypus, the native crayfish and other aquatic invertebrates. 

Revegetation projects often target highly degraded areas, and we know from past experience that there 
are special challenges to digging even the small holes required for planting tubestock, not to mention 
hammering in supports for the guards or fencing.  

However, the Park and adjacent 
waterways will benefit from 
revegetating this site, so we are 
seeking funding to commence this 
work. As usual, the Friends of Kurth 
Kiln will involve the community, 
including local primary school 
students, TAFE and University 
students, teachers, parents and 
Rangers, and supply BBQ lunches 
for volunteer participants. 

Greater Glider with back young.  
Photo by Andrew Fraser  
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2017 Meeting Dates 

The Friends of Kurth Kiln meet at the Kiln  
on the second Saturday of each month, 

including January, at 10 am.   

Dates for 2017 are: 

14 January 
11 February 
11 March 
8 April 
13 May 
10 June 
8 July 
12 August  
9 September 
14 October 
11 November 
9 December 

The Kiln is located on Soldiers Road,  
close to its intersection with Beenak Road,  

in Kurth Kiln Regional Park  
near Gembrook, Victoria 

The Heritage Festival will be held on  
Sunday 9 April 2017 

Even if it is cold or wet, 
we can still have a 
comfortable gathering 
under the big shed.   
It is surprising how often 
the weather clears up in 
time for the working bee! 


