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With the return of the fine weather of Spring and Summer, Kurth Kiln Volunteers are becoming active and involved in many activities. 

It is fantastic that community groups enjoy visiting Kurth Kiln, admiring both the natural environment and heritage significance found in 

the Park. We have appreciated the offers of help from visiting groups, helping the volunteers to maintain and build strong links with our 

local community. Congratulations to our incoming committee ï President Glen, Vice President Alfred, Treasurer Riet, Secretary Fran, 

and many thanks to our very enthusiastic committee members who help make our meetings active and fun. 

Special thanks to Brent Lukey for this fabulous photo, inspired by the natural beauty of the Tomahawk Creek.  

 

RANGERS REPORT 
 
Hello all 

 

Well I hope you have survived a long winter, I am glad the temperatures are starting to 

climb again and I am sure I am not alone there.  I went for a walk out on the 

Buttongrass track in Bunyip State Park before work this week as sun was rising.  It was 

fantastic with a lot of flowers out now and the mist across the valley.  It reminded me 

how lucky I am to work in such a good environment.  (Not to mention the reduction in 

stress levels by doing such an activity). 

Gembrook has faced a massive change over the last few months and has involved a 

considerable amount of planning and information sharing.  We sadly have had 3 staff  

leave for various reasons - Dan Bowen, Naomi OôByrne and Cliff Caarels who will be 

greatly missed.  On the positive side we have 3 new staff that are keen to get out there 

and catch up with you at some stage.  Anthony Hester:  Team Leader for Visitor and 

Community, Danny Hudson: Environment Land and Water, and Eddie Morrison: Field 

Service Officer.  The staff at Gembrook have enjoyed showing off our Park to the new 

guys and are looking forward to their involvement in the future. 

We also welcome our Project Fire Fighters back this year.  Mostly returnees, they have 

hit the ground running and have a big program ahead them to prepare for the fire season 

and planned burning program. 

Other projects under way at the moment include Flood Recovery work commencing 

again in November to finalise the last 30% of the program, some road works on the main 

roads and 4WD tracks programmed over the next couple of months to armour them 

better for the winter and some gate strengthening to prevent access into protected areas. 

On a volunteering note, an email has gone out recently regarding the opening of the 

Healthy Parks Healthy People Volunteer Grants (HPHP Grant) for Friends Groups to 

apply for, plus other Grant opportunities.  The HPHP Grant applications close around 

mid-December to have works completed by June 2014.  I will be working with Group 

representatives over the coming months to put in a good plan and allow us together to 

keep doing what we enjoy and are good at. 

Thank you for your time and your patience over the previous few months while we have 

been going through some change locally and I hope to catch up with you more regularly 

over the summer.  Hopefully Iôll see you all at the Xmas break up at Kurth Kiln.  

Thank you guys in advance for hosting this year. 

Until then, stay safe 

 

Regards 

Andy 
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Around the Kiln  
Monthly Meetings at Kurth Kiln  

Monthly Meetings are held on the second Saturday of the month starting at 10.am. Undetered by the chilly weather, monthly meetings continued 

throughout the winter months, warmed by many cups of tea and the glow of the overhead heaters. After planning and discussion we are ready to tackle 

the working bee jobs for the month. Checking for storm damage feature strongly over winter and several large trees fell over tracks, requiring Parks to 

come to the rescue with expert handling of machinery to clear the paths.  

 

 The Annual General Meeting was held on the 13th October and the new committee was elected.  

¶ President, Glen Binstead 

¶ Vice President, Alfred Klink 

¶ Treasurer Riet Bouck 

¶ Secretary Fran Huesmann. 

Committee Members were then appointed 

o Hut Manager, Jim McNabb 

o Catering Manager, Jan Binstead 

o Newsletter Editor, Fran Huesmann 

o Handyman, Ron Clarke 

o Public Officer, Alfred Klink 

o Minute Secretary, Beverley van der Heyden 

o Social Secretary, Carmel Hails 

o Heritage Officer, Ursula Klink 

o Maintenance, Henk Bouck 

o Maintenance John Bolitho 

o Project Officer, Henriette van Niekerk 

o Environmental Officer ï Jasper Hails    Pink Bells ï Tetreatheca ciliata 

 
The Friends of Kurth Kiln, like volunteer organisations everywhere, thrive on community support. Project funding grants are a tangible reflection of 

this support and provide encouragement and incentive for the group members. We are very grateful for this support.  

 

During the past 12 month the Friends of Kurth Kiln have been the fortunate recipients of several grants, which allowed us to carry out works such as the 

Melbourne Water re-vegetating project next to the Southern Picnic Ground with the help of the Wandin Rotary Club, and the Parks Victoria Grant 

Information Booth update. The Shire of Cardiniaôs Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival grant was a big help in staging this yearôs festival and we thank the 

Shire for their advance support for the 2013 festival. 

Copies of our promotional booklet Amongst Friends", funded by the Department of Sustainability, Environment, Water, Population and Communities 

(GVESHO) and the Bendigo Bank, have been given to many organisations and noted individuals. We are currently working on another GVESHO grant 

producing a Kurth Kiln historic calendar.  

A big thank you to the TAFE students and their lecturers for their input during the year and for the Plants along Tomahawk Creek Resource Book they 

produced. We also thank the Shire of Yarra Ranges for their support during the year and their Environmental Volunteer Support Vouchers. 

Participating in the Prahran Mechanicsô Institute 2012 Short History Prize, we received a commendation for our entry E. E. Kurth: Reflections on the 

Life of an Eminent Person".  

Grant Applications currently pending are with Parks Victoria, Melbourne Water, the Shire of Cardinia and the Public Records Office. Alfred Klink 
 

Visitors are always welcome and taking a wander around the kiln and hut area helps people imagine what life must have been like in the early days, 

living in the forest area around Gembrook and the Bunyip State Forest. Spring and summer is also a wonderful time to enjoy the wide range of native 

flowers along the tracks around Kurth Kiln.  

 

Lorna Sylvia Parker (nee Lanyon) 

 
It is with great sadness that we heard of the passing of Lorna Parker on 17 July 2012. Lorna 

and Bill were foundation members of Kurth Kiln, as well as being active in other 

community groups in the Gembrook area. They had lived on their  farm ñSambhur Parkò 

just east of Gembrook for over 65 years until Bill passed away in September 2010. We 

shall always remember Lorna as a gentle, kind and compassionate person who was greatly 

respected and loved. She had a love of languages and was familiar with seven. One 

working bee someone brought an article about gas producers written in German and Lorna 

was able to translate and read the article for us 
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Swinburne Tafe 2nd Year Students Flora Identification Report  

Last newsletter we reported on the project carried out by the students supported by Gaye de Lisle. Gaye is a Swinburne Lilydale Campus 

Conservation and Land Management lecturer and the student project involved students in identifying and describing two plants along 

the Tomahawk Creek Track, mapping with GPS co-ordinates and compiling results into a resource book. 

On Monday 25
th
 June, Friends of Kurth Kiln members attended the student presentation under the big roof of the shed. Each student 

spoke briefly about the plants they researched. After the presentation, a copy of the resource book was presented to Greg Young, Ranger 

in Charge at Parks Victoria, Gembrook Office, and to Alfred from the Friends of Kurth Kiln. This resource book will be a valuable tool, 

helping visitors identify trees and shrubs along the Tommahawk Creek and we sincerely thank Gaye and the enthusiastic students for 

their creative efforts.We admired the studentsô excellent presentations and encourage 

them to continue their studies, wishing them success 

in their future studies.  

 

 

Swinburne TAFE 2nd Year Students Heritage Project at Kurth Kiln  

Kerry Howard, Swinburne TAFE lecturer, and students held a workshop at Kurth Kiln to learn more about heritage and how to care for historical 

artefacts. Catherine Bessant, Heritage Officer for Parks Victoria, talked to the students about Conservation Management in areas such as Kurth Kiln. 

She spoke about the cautious approach, knowledge skills and techniques as explained in the Guidelines to the Burra Charter Process. Groups of students 

catalogued Gas Producer information and made tags to replace the faded paper labels. Other students helped tidy up the area planned to become another 

display area for heavy heritage items. The students were impressed by how the guidelines were applied in an actual heritage site and engaged in the 

practical tasks necessary when preserving heritage artefacts. Luckily there was time to enjoy the natural surrounds of Kurth Kiln and Friends 

appreciated the track clearing carried out by students as they walked along the Thornton and Tomahawk Creek tracks.  

 

Friends of Kurth Kiln invit ed as Educators at the Gembrook Market 

The Gembrook Market focuses on promoting Sustainability and each month invites an individual or group as Educators. Friends of Kurth Kiln took our 

portable display, a number of Kurth Kiln Cultural Heritage Artefacts and promotional literature and set up a display on 22nd of July. Many visitors, as 

well as stall holders, looked at our display, and shared their memories and stories of the past. Lots of questions were asked. Adults and children wanted 

to know more about the Kiln and its history and were inspired to visit the Kiln and spend time walking the many tracks on offer in the park  
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Friends of Kurth Kiln join Ian Penrose, Yarra Keeper at the Gembrook Market. 

Friends of Kurth Kiln returned to Gembrook Market on 26th August, this time sharing space with the Southern Ranges Environment Alliance. Ian 

Penrose, the River keeper and spokesperson for the Yarra River keeper Association gave two talks inside beside a warm, cosy fire. Ian spoke about his 

passion and the teamôs aim to protect and restore the Yarra River and its tributaries, from source to mouth, for current and generations to come. The 

vision for the Yarra River and its tributaries is for the river and its surrounds to be a healthy, ecologically sustainable, and valued environment, valued 

by the community. Ian delighted his audience with entertaining stories and valuable information to help the audience to understand the challenges and 

beauty of such a magnificent river.  

Catholic Regional College St Albans Student Visit ¦ 9 th November 2012 

Andy Carlile from Adventure Plus 

Outdoor Education Program brought 105 

Year 8 students from Catholic Regional 

College to visit Kurth Kiln as part of their 

Camping Experience. The emphasis was 

on personal growth, self-reliance, 

responsibility, resilience, teamwork 

skills, confidence, environmental 

knowledge and awareness. The students 

visited in groups of about 15 and they 

were keen to assist in tidying up 

re-vegetation areas, as well as carrying 

out maintenance work on the 

bushwalking tracks. They were 

fascinated by the kiln site and were keen to listen to Alfredôs talk on the history of the kiln and how cars 

used gas producers and charcoal for fuel. 

 

Congratulations  Jasper 

We were delighted to hear that our Environmental Officer, Jasper Hailsô camera work with the Victorian National 

Park Association in the Bunyip State Park, Wombat State Forest and Kurth Kiln Regional Park has been recognised 

and included in a joint ñCaught on Cameraò scientific data collection project. The images Jasperôs group collected 

with their automatic cameras had come to the attention of the La Trobe University Centre for Creative Arts, and nine 

of their artists have now created a thought-provoking video called ñNature in the Darkò using these images. 

Jasper gave a talk about his work at the VNPA Family Picnic Day in Lysterfield Lake Park, and he and Carmel were 

invited to a special launch event of the finished product, with renowned environmental philosophers, sustainability 

experts, conservationists and artists. The ñNature in the Darkò feature film is being shown on the Federation Square 

giant screen for two weeks from 23rd November.  
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