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The Kiln 
Caring for our Cultural Heritage and its Natural Environment 

The Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival, 2018 
The dogs who made it 

Left: Jin Jin attended the 

opening ceremony and 

checked out the festival 

before enjoying a picnic 

with her family;  

Right: The face-painting 

was so popular that Tink 

had time for a nap while 

waiting. 

The huskies were not the only canines who contributed to a very successful 2018 Festival. 

Left: Maple had trouble getting comfortable while 

waiting to perform;  

Above: Lexie brought along her collection of heritage 

farm machinery;  

Above right: Rogue showed off his old army vehicles;  

Right: Noddy was exhibiting steam engines.  

Below: Duff took his person to see the blacksmith. 
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A recurring theme expressed by this 

year’s festival-goers - both visitors and 

participants - was how much they 

appreciate the beautiful environment of 

the Kiln, whether they are enjoying the 

festival for the first time, or making it 

part of their annual recreation.   

This year the weather was perfect, and 

the participants included heritage army 

vehicles, cars, farm machinery and 

steam engines, displays from local 

environmental groups, handcrafts, Fritz 

the blacksmith, the CFA, children’s 

activities, four-wheel drivers, husky 

teams, live music, and more. 

While there were fewer steam engines than usual, due to an 

unfortunate clash with the annual Yarra Junction Crank Up, this was 

more than made up for by the Heritage Army vehicles, which turned 

up in such unexpected numbers that they created some challenges 

for our site plan. 

The Festival was opened by Councillor Brett Owen, former Mayor of 

Cardinia, and now a friend of the Friends, who brought his children 

along to enjoy the day.  From Yarra Ranges Council, Mayor Len Cox 

and former mayor Noel Cliff were also in attendance, and took the 

opportunity to stock up on Red Cross jam. 

As usual, the Red Cross fed us all generously, although the Crank Up 

had provided them with challenges as well. 

Chris from Hoddles Creek CFA noted that they had given away all 50 

of the kid-sized red ‘hard hats’ they brought. 

The Kurth Kiln Heritage Festival, 2018 
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January Working Bee 

 

Christmas in February  

Last year, the annual event normally hosted by Parks Victoria 

Gembrook in December for local environmental volunteers was 

postponed due to forecasted severe rain (and indeed it did rain 

copiously that day). 

Not wanting us to miss out, Parks rescheduled the event in 

February, at the Kiln, on our normal meeting day. Volunteers 

from many local groups attended and enjoyed a morning of 

friendship and food. 

Rangers Andy and Rozz welcomed about 30 volunteers and 

spoke about the many activities being carried out by volunteers in their area, including Friends of: Bunyip, 

the Helmeted Honeyeater, Hoddles Creek, Kurth Kiln, Labertouche Caves and Wright’s Forest. They also 

acknowledged the many other groups, including Bushwalking Victoria, Bayside, Koonung and other 

Bushwalking groups, Equine Forest Friends and Four Wheel Drive Victoria which although not necessarily 

locally-based, use the Parks regularly, and assist Parks by carrying out track clearing. Many of these 

groups were represented at the gathering. 

With the festival coming up fast, the 
Friends of Kurth Kiln managed to fit a 
business meeting into the morning’s 
activities. 

After the group photo some of us stayed at the Kiln to chat, while Ursula led others 
on the Thornton Track walk.  Dave Rimmer from Bushwalking Victoria and some of 
his friends remembered when they constructed the steps along that track.  

Everyone is busy—but 
what is Jasper doing?  One 
of the bollards in front of 
the Kiln is removeable, so 
vehicles can drive in when 
required. Jasper is cleaning 
gravel out of the bollard 
pit, because it was 
becoming difficult to 
replace after use. 

In January we were already preparing for the festival -  

although actually the planning was started even before 

the previous festival. 

We cleaned up the remains of a dead tree beside the 

steps, and did some clearing around the waterwheel, 

and along the paths behind the Kiln. The waterwheel 

was turned on, which is  always a treat to see. 

Jan presided over a well-earned barbecue lunch. 
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Intrepid Landcare were not our only visitors. As usual, our meeting was 

enlivened by a range of walkers, riders, and sightseers enjoying the Park. 

Intrepid Landcare in Kurth Kiln Regional Park 

Intrepid Landcare describes itself as an adventurous organisation that 

empowers young people to lead on ‘stuff that matters’, by providing a common 

space to inspire, connect and empower young 

people to act and lead with Landcare. 

In the first steps towards establishing an affiliated 

Intrepid Landcare group, Western Port Catchment 

Landcare Network ran a leadership weekend at 

Gilwell Park on the Queen’s Birthday weekend with 

a group of interested young people.  A visit to the 

Kiln featured among a wide variety of activities, presentations and exercises. 

About 20 young people hiked across from Gilwell Park to join us after our 

regular meeting. Following some introductory remarks, the group carried out 

some clearing on the Tomahawk track, accompanied by their own film crew!  

Far left: Alfred showed the 
historical displays to a variety 
of visitors. 

Left: While Ursula was taking 
photos of Rosanna Scouts in 
front of the Kiln, Alfred was 
explaining charcoal production 
to a group from Malvern 
Scouts (not pictured). 

 

Craig had carried out some 
heavy duty track clearing 
before the track clearing 
team arrived. 

Yarra Ranges Environmental Volunteer Celebration 

Yarra Ranges Council invited the Environmental Volunteer groups 

within their area to an afternoon at Karwarra Australian Plant 

Garden. Friends of Kurth Kiln were 

represented at the event, which 

included musical entertainment, a 

welcome from Mayor Len Cox, 

speeches from council staff, a 

participatory performance by 

spoken-word artist Justine, a lavish afternoon tea, and gifts of seeds 

and chocolates.   

Most participants also enjoyed a walk in the gardens. 
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Building Partnership Capacity with Friends Groups:  

Stories from the Yarra Catchment 

On 17 March, a number of Friends of Kurth Kiln attended this event, presented by the Victorian 

Environmental Friends Network (VEFN) and the Yarra Riverkeepers, sponsored by DELWP and 

supported by Yarra Ranges Council. 

The program covered a range of aspects of volunteering, 

including working with corporate entities, agencies, and 

local government. A number of successful Friends Group 

projects were described, and funding opportunities were 

presented. 

The Keynote speaker, Kirsten Thomson of Greenspace 

Scotland Partnerships, spoke about facilitating and 

encouraging partnerships between corporate entities and community organisations to fund health and 

environmental programs, for example in schools.  

The Minister for the Environment, Lily D’Ambrosio, talked 

about the pressures that climate change and population 

growth place on the environment.  She informed us that 

grants are available for volunteer organisations carrying 

out essential work in this area.  

The day included panel sessions on working with agencies 

(Parks Victoria, Melbourne Water and DELWP) and local 

government. Representatives described the opportunities 

and challenges of their organisations’ volunteer programs.  

Andrew Kelly, the Yarra Riverkeeper, introduced us to the work of the Riverkeepers and moderated a 

panel session showcasing successful Friends group projects. We learned about the success of 

Westgate Park and the evolution of Glenfern Valley Bushland, both of which sound very interesting to 

visit.  Alan Clayton of Friends of the Helmeted Honeyeater described the history of the group and their 

efforts to preserve the wild population and improve their habitat. Major hydrological work being 

undertaken is expected to have significant positive effects. 

Finally, some funding opportunities were described, including philanthropic trusts, some of which have 

very stringent requirements, while others are more accessible. 

Yarra Ranges Council Community Engagement Forum 

Several members of Friends of Kurth Kiln attended Yarra Ranges Council’s first Forum for 2018 on 

April 29, at the Tapscott Milbourne Centre in Montrose.  This 

facility is in a pleasant patch of recovering native bushland called 

the Montrose Brickworks Flora Reserve. It was formerly a 

brickworks and quarry, and now provides habitat for wildlife such 

as the White-faced Heron (below). 

Council staff described 

their current structure, and 

several staff outlined the work of their teams. There was an 

opportunity to ask questions, and to provide suggestions for 

future forums 

The waste management team assured us that in spite of recent 

setbacks, the contents of our recycling bins is still being recycled. 
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Parks Victoria Environmental Volunteers Visit to Herring Island 

This year the Parks Victoria Environmental Volunteers Day was held at Herring Island, a man-made 

island in the Yarra River at Richmond. 

Herring Island is currently managed by Parks Victoria as an Environmental Sculpture Park.  Being 

artificial, it has no ‘original’ vegetation, and many decades of revegetation efforts have resulted in some 

successes and some failures, according to the Friends of Herring Island.  

Seven friends of Kurth Kiln, along with many other environmental 

volunteers, boarded the Parks Victoria punt for the short trip across to the 

island, where we learned about 

the history of the island, observed 

the revegetation, followed the 

many twisting trails around its two 

hectares, and viewed the 

sculptures.  Before lunch we were 

formally welcomed by Craig Bray 

of Parks Victoria, who is usually 

our local area manager, but is 

currently acting in a Melbourne-

based role. 

There was also an opportunity to board the PV vessel ‘Burnley’ for a trip 

down the Yarra to the city. This trip provided a view of Melbourne at its best 

– especially because after several weeks of welcome but fairly persistent 

rain, the weather was perfect! 

Thank you to Bernice and other PV staff for providing this opportunity to 

see one of their secret treasures, while sharing experience and knowledge 

with other volunteers, some from across the city, and others from just 

down the road.   

Editor’s note: Personally, I have been intrigued by Herring Island for many 

years, so was delighted at last to have been able to visit.  I look forward to 

finding out the special and unexpected treat in store for next year’s visit! 

Herring Island was created in the 
1920s, when the Yarra was 
straightened to reduce flooding.  
Silt excavated from an old basalt 
quarry was heaped up to form the 
2-hectare island.  

Artists have focused on the history 
and landscape to create sculptures 
from natural materials.  

Above: Falling Fences 

Below: Steerage   

Shiprock Falls Revegetation Project 

We are still seeking funding for the revegetation of an extensive, unsightly area of former camping 

ground/carpark at Shiprock Falls. Revegetating this highly compacted and 

inhospitable site will reduce silt runoff into the nearby McCrae Creek, as 

well as enhance the surroundings for visitors to the Rock and Falls.   

There is general agreement that the site is in need of restoration, and that 

our proposal is appropriate, but so far none of our grant applications have 

been successful. We are hoping for a better outcome for our latest 

application.   
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Farewell to Ivan Butler 

On a cold, wet, truly miserable Saturday April 14 a group of family and friends gathered at Kurth Kiln to 

farewell my brother Ivan George Beamish Butler, a long-time resident of Tomahawk Valley.  

Ivan was introduced to the Valley as a very small child. Our maternal grandmother Flora Beattie had lived 

at Beenak for many years, raising goats and growing some potatoes. Her daughter, our aunt Viola, also 

had some land there with her husband, Claude Scriven. As children we had many a wonderful holiday 

there - remembering the toilet that moved every visit, milking the goats and going 

down to the creek to see the platypus. We had acres of fun! 

After the death of our grandmother, our mother moved to Beenak followed soon 

after by Ivan and his family. He loved the country, loved to take his dogs into the 

woods and loved just fossicking around in the 

bush. He had a large circle of friends and also 

worked for Gembrook Towing for a time. 

Ivan’s daughter Melanie who lives in Perth has 

fond memories of visits to her dad and 

excursions to Kurth Kiln. His two step children 

Kierra Lee and Harley also have fond 

memories of visits there. Thus when Ivan died 

on Easter Monday April 2 we thought it a fitting 

place to spread his ashes. 

We gathered around an open fire, cooked some food and raised our glasses to a 

very humble, but very funny man. It even stopped raining when the ashes were 

spread and the sun came out momentarily - definitely a fitting place in which to 

remember a man who loved the area.  

Rosie Bushnell   

Walking Bench Rest Track 

A member of Glen Waverley Walking Group provided this description of their excursion in Kurth Kiln Park 

on Sunday 27 May. 

Nineteen Walkers, including two visitors, left Capital Reserve early to 

meet up with Ursula and Bev from the Friends of Kurth Kiln. 

On the misty morning, as the sun peeped through the trees we started 

our walk at the Kurth Kiln Picnic Ground Car Park. 

First, we had a quick look at the old kiln and machinery nearby. We read 

the information that once charcoal was used as fuel for cars and trucks 

during the war, and a group photo was taken in front of the kiln. 

We then walked to the 

challenging Bench Rest Track, a popular route for walkers who 

appreciate the ever-changing and beautiful scenery, with its ups 

and downs on mostly shaded tracks, through forests of tall trees, 

ferny undergrowth, and wild flowers. 

Morning tea was enjoyed at the top of the ridge, before a steep, 

slippery downhill track to meet up with Black Snake Creek Road, 

that led us on a gentle upward incline to lunch at the top with 

views of distant hills. 

We returned on the Water Channel Track to the Kurth Kiln picnic ground, and through the forest and ferns, 

back to our cars.  
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Friends of Kurth Kiln 

PO Box 169 

WOORI YALLOCK 

VICTORIA  3139 

To 

 

Postage 

This newsletter only covers a few of the activities of Friends of Kurth Kiln. Other events, either hosted or 

attended by Friends of Kurth Kiln, included: 

• Wandin Rotary’s Australia Day Breakfast 

• Mountain District Walking Group walk in the Park 

• stalls at the regular Gembrook Markets 

• several school groups, including students from Mildura, and from Upper Yarra Secondary College 

• a talk about Antarctica presented by Friends of Hoddles Creek 

• the annual Gembrook Riding Club Time trial 

• an Anglicare Peaceful Warriors camp 

• Gembrook Community Group forum 

Reports on these activities can be found on our website at: 

 http://www.friendsofkurthkiln.org.au/projects.html  

Friends of Kurth Kiln welcome new members Renae Harrop and Doug Brook. 

Friends of Kurth Kiln monthly Meeting and Working Bee 

 The Friends of Kurth Kiln meet at the Kiln on 

the second Saturday of each month at 10 am.   

The Kiln is located on Soldiers Road, close to 

its intersection with Beenak Road, in Kurth Kiln 

Regional Park near Gembrook, Victoria 

Dates for the rest of 2018 are: 

14 July 

11 August  

8 September 

13 October 

10 November 

8 December 

http://www.friendsofkurthkiln.org.au/projects.html

